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My Deare: 21(ter, 
» F 2.0 you foould 


= Jon Fn Fleven 
" Ye; 16 ur to keep this fol- 
f lowing Letter from the Pul lick 

V i: 'W, T7 109 notwith{ ſtanaing 
, tbe Soflzcitation (not wh y, 4mpor- 
\ tunity ) of «707 rs Il? inftrioms Per- 
| ſonr,and evenT our Commands, to 


| #2 Re- 


On In > > ——_——— —_ , 
: 


—_— 


ſhould now at length give way to its 
Paſſmg :ibroat into the World , 
and its making T on aPubiick and 
Solemn eAdlreſſe, Wherefore 
judging my ſelf obliged to give 
T on an Account of a Paper , for 
which T ou bave'long been plea- 
ſed, ſo Highty, and ſo Obligingy, 
to Concern 1 our ſelf ; I muſt, to 
remove Tour Wonder , inform 
Tou, that I am Reducd to this 
Publication in mineown Defence. 
For, whilſt I was far from Drea- 
ming of permitting this Epifileto 
paſſe out of my Cloſet ; it bappen'd, 
that a broken Copy of it did, byl 
know not what Misfortune for me, 
fall intothe hands of a Neceſfitous 


Per- 


TheEpiltle Dedicatory. | 
Releaſe itfrom its Confinenent; I 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Perſon, who would needs perſwade 
' bimſelf, that, by Printing # , he 
; might relieve ſome of bis preſent 
Wants; and thereupon proffer d to 
| ſel! tbe Copy for a ſum of Mony. 

' But my good Fortune leading him 
1 to4 Stationer , to whom my name 
' was not unknown, he,very civilly, 
\ ſent me forthwith notice of the 
 Propoſztion that was maze bim 

| and after came bimſelf to acquaint 

4 me, that the Copy, about which he 
| bad been treated with , being but 

One of two or T bree that were then 

| abroad , ſome or other of them 

| ould, queſtionleſſs, ſoon find the 
| way to the Preſſe. T his unwel- 
come Accident did iittle leſs T rou- 

{ ble than Surprixe me ; for Beſs 
A 3 that 


The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 

that it imposd on me the neceſſity | 
of a Publication I bad ſo tong de- 1; 
clin'd; and Þeſrdes that I 5 mg | 
that C ompoſ: ures of a very differing 
Nature being Expefted from me, 

the appearinz of T bis , inftead of | 
1 bem, would make t this Unwel- : 
come to many, thous b it bad fewer | 
I'n;perjeFions thanit bas : Beſodes \, 
theſe things I ſay, my Stghtwas | 
then, and us ll, ſoimparrd,, by | 
adiſtemper ; in my Eyes; and the 
Heurs I could diſpoſe of were ' 
ſo pre-ingzgd to Philoſophicall 
T bemes : that I could not promiſe | 
my ſelf þ zuch, as to Kea it over. } 
Lefore ifs coing tothe Printer. But x 
confodering after all this , that the | 
Copy i bad by me was like to prove 


more 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

| more Full, and eſſe Faulty , than 
* anyof thoſe that ſome endexvourd 
| 7p obtrude upon the World, I 
thought it leſſe Inconvenient to 
F wenture mineown abroad, than to 
run the bagard of a$ urreptitions 
4 Editionof a Diſcourſe , that con'd 

| ſoill bear the appearing with any 


1 other Blemiſhes , than thoſe it 
| brought with it into the World 


1 | from my Pen. e And therefore, ha- 
| wing putt it into the bards of Per- 
| ſons, whoſe eminent Abilities, the 
more K nowing part of the Nation 
| has long an4 juſtly admird, and 
|-beggd their 1 mpartial Opinion 
. andCaſtigations of it,(gruing thei 
entire Liberty , to Alter and Ex- 
| eA 4, purge 
. 


TT he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
punge whatever they diſlik.d; ) and 
finding , by haſtily turning over | 
the Leaves, that 1berr Caſtrgations | 
were onely enough to let me ſee , 
that they bad heedfuliy read it 
over ; and were accompanyed with | 
Encouragements, which care was | 
taken, to keep me from looking upon | 
as meer Complements I let it goto * 
the Preſſe, wit!.out ſo much as ba- \ 
ving once Peruſd it , or beard it 
read over, ſince ihe Stationer firſt 
gave me the eAdvertiſement I \ 
told T on of : Which I made the | 
leſs ſcrupl: to do, becauſe aCritick, | 
whoſe Judgment and Piety [ 
much reverence , ſeriouſly endea- 
vour d to perſwade me, that I \ 

ought 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
/ | onght notin Conſcience to decline 
publiſhing , woat be was pleaſed 10 
think proper to Kindle or Cheriſh 
the Flames of Divine Lowe , 
in the Breaſts of the Readers. 
eAnd my Haſte it ſelf did after- 
wards Promiſe me theſe advanta- 
ges, 1 bat notwithilanding my 
Books not comming forth ſooner , 
I ſhouid not Loſe the Excuſe of 
Youth I bad, when it was Writ- 
ten: nay,ard T bat the Faulty paſ- 
ſages wb:cb may be met with in it, 
will perbaps be charged upon thoſe, 
that ſuffered them to paſſe uncor- 
refed , when they bad ſo abſolute 
a Power to Expunge or Reform 
them. T heſe , and the like Mo- 


{2Ves, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
tives, baving induc'd me to con- 
ſent to the Publication of the fol- 
lowing Letter , I needed not Deli- 
berate long,T owhom I ſhould « Ad- 
areſſe it. For, ſince that Accom- 
pliſhd Lindamor , whom it ſo 
much Concern'd , has left the 
World, there is no Perſon in it, to 
whom this eAddreſſe is anything 
near ſo due , as unto You, Dear | 
Siſter. It was at that delicious 
Leeze, where T out are now the 
Miſtreſs.that this Letter was wri- 
ren , and it was of Ton that I }! 
borrow'd thoſe hours 1 ſpent in \ 
writing it. 'I was toYou that I © 
ſhow d it almoſt Skeet by Sheet, be. + 
fore I reſolud to ſend it away. 

TX 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Tis Tou that can beſt Excuſe the 
Imperfeftions of it , as knowing 
4 mot onely the more Obvious , but 
| the more Private eAvocations , 
andotber Diſadvantages , among 
| whichit was pennd, 'Ti You 
that have ever ſince Sollicited me 
| todivulzeit, and bave given me 
the greatesÞ Encouragements to do 
ſo, not onely by thoſe Sollicitations, 
woich imply d T our own favoura- 
ble Opinion of it, but by procuring 
me(byConcealing or Diſguiſeug my 
name) the unſuſpeed Approbati- 
on of divers competent Judges. In 
a word, this Addreſſe helongs up- 
onſo many Scores to You , that 
could not make it any where elſe , 
1 without manifeſtly//rongin? _ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Is uſuall in Dedicatory Epiſtles , 


ſon that one Writes to, eſpecially, 
Quality. But T ou know too, that 


] never Swore Allegiance to 


Suppoſe , Wonder to ſee me as 
little Sollicitous to Conform to 
it on T his occaſ#zen, as on Others. 
In an Age, when ſo few Perſons 
bave Merit enough, to keep that 
from being Flattery , which 
ſhould be but Praiſe , : am not at 


upon 


I know , Dear Siſter , that it ts 
| Not Uſuall, to Dedicate Books 
| to ſo near a Relation; and that it 


both to Depreciate what one has 
Written, and to Extoll the Per- 


| if it be one of T our Sex and 


| Cuſtom , and therefore will not, I 


all Ambitious , of caſting my ſelf 


 TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
# fon the unhappy Neceſſity, of 


1 either Flattering , or appearing 
Rude; when by better chooſong 
the Objets of my Addreſſes,I can, 
as Occafzon requires, give Prat. 
| ſes without Untruth, or forbeax 


& 


_ - W 
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them without Inciuility. Nor 
dare I preſume, that a Lye Ceaſes 
tobea Fault , by being Put into 
a Dedicatory Epiſtle ; as Anti- 
ently the Hurtfull Beaſts forgot 
their Pernicious Nature , when 
brought into the Ark Not to 
mention, that Books of Devotiou 
have generally the fr ange and 
unbappy Fate, of being Leſſe- 
Welcome to them that Moſt , 
than to them that Leſſe need 
them, As for the Diſcourſe 1 pre- 


ſent 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſent Ton, though my Opinion of 
it may be gueſſ'a at , by the Pri- 
wvacy to which | have 0 long Con- 


fin'dit : Terbecauſe, as in Phy- | 
ſich, to bave 4 good Opinion of i 
the Medicine , and the Door; | 


ſo in Books of Devotion, (which 


are a kind of Phyfick for the | 


Mind _) tohave one, of the Com- 


poſure, or of the VWriter, both in- 


, 
o 
- 


; 


l 
| 


Y 


- 

* 
« 

ye 


| clines us to look after the | 


Preſcriptions and Advantages 


their Uperations. Fi ſhall {ay no- | 


thing to Diſparage a Diſccurſe , 
which is of a Nature,to aim mire 
at the being Prathiſed by the 
Readets, thanthe being Pardo. 
ned. And ſhall not at all repine to 


fee it finde from the Publick 


as 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| as Favourable a Reception, as 
1 3t bas bitberto met with inClo- 
Jets And now, Dear Siſter , 
| though I know T ouwill not; yet, 
| doubt, my other Readers will 
expefF, that this Letter ſhould , 
according to the F aſhion of other 
| Epiiiles Dedicatory , be Gonclu- 
| 
1 ded with Commendations of T on, 
7 and Complements to You. But, 
though I can Praiſe T on, with- 
q out either Disbelieving my ſelf, 
Jor fearing to be Disbelieved by 
geny that knows Ton ; Tet, be- 
wdes that Our Relation , and 
yOur Friendſhip , would make 
uch a Way of Writing misbe- 


comming 


— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
comming me on all Occaſror's ; 
I know , T our Piety and Tour 
Modeſty would ,: pecuharly dif- 
allow it uponT his where the Su 
ject | am to Entertain T ouwith,! 
of ſuch a Nature, as would; 
make a Flaunting » Addreſſe,but al 
very Unſuitable Introduttion to 
it. The Nature of my T beme, as 
well as theStrifneſsof T our Ver 
tue, and Our Friendſhip, forbid 
ding me here to Celebrate 1 ou 
otherwiſe than by letting thi 
World ſee , that I dare evenind 
Dedicatory eAddreſſe , without 
ear of diſpleafing Tou , for 
oo btw T on. Py 


en 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
it bedemanded , Why then [ re- 


| fra not likewiſe, tom Writing 
 Tou a Dedication? I ſhall an- 


| » That I am unwilling to 


24 loſe this Opportunity , of making 
4a Publick Acknowledgment, that 


| 2s I bave the Honour to be Wo 


Brother, and T our Friend; ſo 


I bavethe Fuſtice , to think it very 


much my Happineſſe, to be ſo : 
Eſpecially fence T on are pleaſed 


to aſſure me , T bat my Relation 


1 toTou, bas rather been the Occa- 
4 ſon , then the Ground, of a 


F riendſbip , that does ( whill " 


| enjoynes me to Profeſſe my ſelf , 
| withont' Complement ) Oblige 


me 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
me tobe , with all the Sincertty 
that's Poſſible , A 


My Dear Siſter , 


Your moſt afteQionate 
Brother , and moſt 
faithfull humble Ser- 


vant , 


Rozerr BoYLE, 


 cw— al ca 2Þ a 
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Advertiſements to theReader. 


(eAs they were written ſome years 


fence , when ſome Intelligent 
Perſons were to bave a ſight of 


the following Diſcourſe. ) 


gs 2 « O prevent thoſe Scguples which 
clic might ariſe in the per- 


5 uſall okthe enſuing Diſcourle, 
the Reader of 1t 1s requeſted 
to take notice 

I. That Sane Ignorance hath been of 
late ſo much in Faſhion with too many of 
our Young Nobility, that ſome paſſages of 
the enſuing Papers may ſ{ccm unfitto have 
been written toa Young Gentlemanzyet the 
Perſon, they were addrelt to , being both 
a Traveller, a Linguiſt and a Scholler —W 
was not improper to diſcourſe with him, 
at the Rare of ſuppoſing him ſo qualih'd, 


II, That the enſuing Letter was: not 
g 2 Writ- 


RAS Ate SHEA AGED: < wo cc. i . 


Advertiſements to the Reader. 
written {ingle,bcing but the Laſt of Divers, 
wherein Love in generall was Confeſled , 
Juſtified, & Celebrared; whereiz the Recei- 
ved way of Making Love was Explicated, 
Dctended,and Oppoled; where;n Conſtancy 
and Inconſtancy in Love were argued For 
and Againſt ; wherern Platonick Love was 
Explicated, Celcbrated , and Derided 
where:n the Cure of Love was Propoſed and 
Prefecured; wherern (to diſpatch) the Con- 
troverted points concerningLove wereNil- 
courled of in a way ſuited to the ſeverall 
Themes, and tothe Humors and Pranct- 
ples of the ſuppoſed Writers. Bur all the 
Formcr papers, ( written in Complement F 
to a fair Lady ) though very free from the 
guilt of either Licentiouſncſſe or Pro- 
phanencfle, have been by the Author judg- 
ed too little Scrious,cither to appearAlone, 
or to. Accompany the enſuing Diſcourſe , 
wherein he has expreſſed his Own Opini- 
ons, as in the Former he bur acduced thoſe |} 
of Imaginary Perſons. 

L IT. That the following Paper was to 
have been Attended by Another , wherein 
the P ropertics and Duries of Seraph:ick Love 
were to have been Explicated and infiſted 
on,but that the Author, before he had writ- 


ten that othcr,accidentally meeting with a 
EI French 


Advertiſements to the Reader. 


French Book , wherein, though what he £ 4mn. 
had already Diſcourſed of , were not han- — 
dled , he found much of what he had De- Moulin, , 
figned toſer down, was Anticipated 3 and 
the moſt pertinent Conſiderations his in» 
tended Themes ſuggeſted , were skilltully 
Diſplayed already. He tear'd it might be 
Injurious to his Reader, and himſelf, it he 
ſhould cither turn a Tranſcriber of ano- 
ther's Notions, or decline the Beſt thoughts 
belonging to his Theme, that the Lefle good 
ones might paſſe without ſuſpition for his 
Own. 

I'V. That the enſuing Trifle having been 
written in Haſte, and by Snatches , amongſt 
diſfrating Avocations, and far from Litc- 
rary Accommodations, is frecly Proſtrated 
to the Cenſure of Learned and Imparral!l 
Peruſers, eſpecially Divines : who are, by 
the Author, Requeſted, to believe its M1- 
ſtaking Paſſages, and Unwary Expreſſions , 
(if 1t contain any ſuch) to have been altoge- 
ther #nintentionall,, and ſuch as they ſhall 
find it never to be more than One Labour , 
to make him Diſcern and Retract; he being 
Reſolved, by God's aſſiſtance , to continue 
ſtill Obſcquious enough, to all Clearer 
Diſcoveries of Truth, to be able to ſay , 
Errare Poſſum, Hereticus eſſe Nolo, And as he 
is on his part ſoReſigned , and ſo willing 

ro 
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Ateertiſements tothe Reader. 
tobe Recifi'd; fo. he expeRs this Equity 
trom thoſe, ro whoſe Judgments he Sub- 
mits , That, conſidering he intended nor to 
writs a Solemin and Regular Treatiſe, but 
a Private and Familiar Epiſtle , they will | 
paſſe-by fuch Unaccurateneſles,as are wont |} 
ro-be Incident ro Compoſures of this later | 
Nature, He preſum'd, he might ſomerimes . 
make Bold withythe Vulgar Laws of Ten- 
{cs,treating of anErernity that admirs them 
not, He hopes, that the freedom taken in 
{ome of his Expreſſions, concerning Love , 
and the wonted Objc&s of it, would be cx- 
cus'd, by its being Exaced by the Deligne 
he had upon Lindamor, though he hadgot 
_ -( which yer he has.) otherwite Accounted 
all the forit. And as for choſe common Places , 
torementi- which the Method of our Author's Diſ- {| 
_— courſe allow'd him: nat to Decline, he 
Lady 7. F. hopes, the Reader will Diſcern, by his way 
of Writing, that he loves:to uſe them, not | 
as Travellers, bur as Hunrcts,uſe the High-- 
waies : For the Traveller, when he once 
gets intothe Road, makes it his bufinefle to 
keep in it; whereas the Hunter, 1f he meets 
one, lying in his way, is not fond of Staying | 
in it , but Nimbly Crofles it, or Traverſcs 
ſo much of it, as is requiſite to be Paſt 


through, in the Purſuit of the Game, 


At- 


dB 
TOs” eAdvertiſement. 


| Given by a Friend of the Au- 


thor's, to the Philoſophicall ' 
READERS. 


___-_—— 


ry, premts'd to the following 7 reatiſe,that the 
IWriter of f ie mores not, that druerſe Learned 
men expett Had "1m C ompoſures , of a Tery dif- 
fering Naturefrom this, And indeed , it has 
beenfreely told Ly Friends, That if he 'will ot 
Diſappoint, and, perÞa Diſcolige maiy Inge- 
a104us Mei » he muſt al alf paul, theſe Experimen- 
tall Eſſay S, aid other Dl 9/0logicall Writtags , 
which be 1s kiewa to have , lying by him. here 
fore, to Gratifie 1» ſome meaſure therr Curtoſity, 
who are ſollicttons' to knew , what is like to be- 
come of L1u Pl ileſuphica'l Papers, 1 ſhall ver- 
ture to 1form them , That though our Authoy 
Aoes rot comcertel imle F, 10 have made any En- 
gazement to the Pullick, to Druulge any thing 
of this Nature; yet, 1 ſuppoſe, one of the chuf 
things that makes 11m (yet) confine thoſe Compo- 
ſures to his Cleſet, is , That, expefling fl ortly 


H ome, 


| 'E appears by a Paſſ age in the EpiſtleDedic ato- 


Advertiſements to the Reader, 


Home, from forrain Travells , a near Relation of 
brs, to Whom moſt of them are Written , as the 
Eſuing Treatiſe is to Lindamor ; be thinks, it 
would be Improper, by Publiſhing of them, before 
bis bopefull K::ſmai.'s Return, to let Tromiſ- 
cuous Readers have an earlier ſight of them, than 
the Perſon to whom they are Particularly written, 
And as for ſeme of his Eſſay's , the Author has 
been content to Promiſeſome eminent Philoſophers, 
that bhaweſollicited the Publication of them, That 
when the Party they are Addreſt to, bas Perus'd 
them, he will givemay to their Diſpoſing of thoſe 
Papers, as They ſhall thiik fit. Ard though be 
bas promiſed this. Eut as to ſome Few of bis Trea- 
tiſes ;, yet thoſe that know, how great a Lover be 1s 
of Experimentall Philoſophy , and Ingemous 
Men , will, I preſume, ſcarce doubt, but that, as 
far as the Laws of Diſcretion will permit , be 
will , tn due time, communicate to them ſuch 
other Things , as he ſhall think likely , either to 
Promate Reall Learning , or to Advantage and 
Gratifie Thoſe , that are Seriouſly addified to 
It, | 


SOME 


To the Love of 


CG O D. 


My Deareſt Lindamor , 
MSRSAge am very much dee 


lighted, to learn both 
by the voice of Fame, 
and the Information 
of much. more credi- 
Ws | ble Relators, thar 
Hernoae's cold uſage has curcd you 
of the Feaver, her icorching cyes had 
given you: And that when once you 
tound your felt reſerved to ſhew what 
wonders her eyes were able to per- 
forme, you ſcaſ{onably reſolved to be- ' 
come an [nſtance of the power, rather 
of Reaſon, than of Love3 and accor- 
dingly, did your (clfe the right to fru- 
, { ſtrate che vain hopes, your Iafulting 
5 Miſtreſs 


2 


Seraphick, Love. 

Miſtriſs cheriſhed to manifeſt in you, 
That her charms were capable to | 
make your flame perſevere, when her *' 
change had made it as well caufelefle | 
as hopeleſſe. I could wiſh indeed for 
your ſake, that you owed your cure | 
more entirely royour Reaſon, and leflc 
to your Reſentment 3 That the Exe | 
traction of your freedome may no 

wayes blemiſh ir. Bur fince un- 
allay'd Satisfactions are joyes too hea- 
venly, to fall ro many mens ſhare on 
carth, I cannot but conclude, that 
your recovery even on theſe Tearms 
deſerves, I ſhould Congrarulate it? 
For, the French ſay truly, that Les plus 
courtes Folies ſont les meilleures. And 11- 
berty being too high a Bleſſing to be 
diveſtible of that nature by Circum- 
ſtances ; I(that ſeldome deplore him, 
who by loſing his Miſtreſs recovers 
Himfelfe) think that Hermione has 
bur intentionally, not eventually diſo- 
bliged you ; and hath made your 
flames a better return, by reſtoring 
you your own heart, than ſhe could 
have done by exchanging hers for it, 
Bur that which nor leaſt endeares to 
me your recovery, 1s, That I am aſ- 


ſured by perſons, from whom I dare 
Credit 
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py 
oe? 


Sevapbich Lows, 

Credit even ſo welcome News, that 
my endeavours prov*'d fo happy as to 
be conducive to it, and that the Con- 
{iderations I ventured to preſent you, 
did at leaſt fo farre contribute to your 
Freedome , as to give you the dehre , 
and the deſign of regaining ic. For] 
hope, I need not tell you , that I ſe}- 
dome uſe endeavours , whoſe prof- 
perouſneſſe 1s more more welcome to 
me, than thoſe, that aſpire to ſerve 
Lindamor, And though 1 cannot ever 
pay you any rent Services in relati- 
on to my vaſtly greater delires, yet I 
can ſcarce do you little ones in Re- 
lation to the Jelight reſu]rting from 
the: having done you any, Nor has 
the Joy which this ſucceſſe of my dif- 
courſes brings me, been ſparingly en- 
creaſed by my having ventured them 
with much more deſire, then expe- 
@ation of their proſpering; and leflc 
out of any ſtrong hope rhey would 
ſucceed, chan out of an unwillingneſſe 
ro leave the means, I thought leaſt 
improbable , uncſlayed : being invired 
ro excite you to ume hopes, than I 
durſt allow my ſclf for you 3by the Ex- 
ample of Generalls, who, whatſoever- 
diftruſtfull thoughts chey harbour in 
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Serephick Love... 
their breaſts, \yppole, that before the. 
Batcell, ro make rheir Souldicrs fight 
ſucceſſcfully y tis as well conducive 
as requiſice, by encouraging Orations , 
ro make them think they thall do fo :' 
For, although I endevoured indecd to 


| per{wade you, that Reaſon being born 


Sovcraign of che Paſſions though her 
Lenitic or ſupinencſs doe ſomerimes 
both, occaſion and permit their Ulſur- 
pation z She 1s {cldom ſo divcſted of 
her native, power 3 but that when- 


; ſoever (hepleaſcth ro 1tnploy what (he 


hath lcft, ſhe is able to reſume, what 
ſhe hath loſt; And though was wil- 
ling you ſhould belicve that to per- 
te& what your Reſentment had begun, 
was a taske ſo calic, that the Victory 
was 'as much in your powcr, as the 
Reſolution of, attempting it : Yet not- 
withſtanding all this, I lay, I was once 
balt perſwaded, that to undertake the 


Curing of a Lover was the next weak- 


nefle to the being one. And , L'nda- 
mor, to deal ingenuouſly with you , 


.your Recovery hath circumſtances in 


It, that make me very apprehenſive, 
that you are not yer out of the danger 
of a Relapſe, and that you have not 
halt fo abſolutcly abandon'd your for- 

- mer 


—_— ” _ 
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mer -amorotis conſtitution of mind, ' as 
the -former '1dol of -it, ''1 know that 
from a perſon, who, for'one'that hath 
never yerbeen hurt by. Cupid; 'isaccu- 
ſed of uſing him fleightimgly and fe- 
verely enougty,; you wittcxpe(t. En- 
deavours . to ' preſerve” you tron Re- 
laples by: fach difſwaſions from Love, 
as-1its Voraries will ſcarce /vouchlafe 
ſo mild a Title ro, as that of Inve- 
Rives againſt-it, AndF ſhalt ingenu- 
ouſly” acknowledge y 'Lintamr , thatT 
have been ſometimes no: very unrea- 
dy Satyriſt on that Theme3'and with a 
pen, relliſhing of the Liberty I cheri- 
thed in. myheart, cndeavbured to diſ- 
abuſe -rhofe Servile ſouls , that-being 
borrrto Reaſon, ſo far degraded them- 
ſelves as ro'boaſt ſolely: on excefle 'of 
Paſſion 3 - awd had ſuch low: and. nar- 
row thoughts of fzlicity,, ahd miſery, 
as to expect either, from'a Womans 
uſage i All which I choughrtLmight the 
reciier do becauſe having - never 
known the infzlicities of Love, burtin 
the ſufferings of others, I might pro- 
bably ſiippole , that my Declamations 
avainſiiit , would paſle for the- pro- 
duCtions of my Reaſon , nor my Re- 


venge. But, Lindamor , though the 
| B 3 CXtra- 
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Seraphick Love. 
extravagancies of ſome mens folly , 
have bcen ſomerimes too great , to 
let me avoid laughing ſomewhat Saty- 
rically atitz yer am really roo little 
an enemy to Love, unleſſc cxceſlive or 
miſ{-plac'd by indiſtin& and dishgu- 
ritg Conſtderations , xo repreſent ro 
you the nobleſt Paſſion of the Mind, as 
_ moſt hideous and formidable diſ- 
caſe, | 

To love even with ſome paſſionate» 
hefſe the Petſon you would Marry, is 
not onely allowable bur expedient , 
being almoſi necefſary ro the dury of 
fixing your affection, where you have 
a. your faith 3 For, « hath 
been obſerv'd , that Love doth feldome 
ſuffer ir ſelf ro be confin'd by other 
matches by. wm _—_ of its "_ ma- 

ing. Andfew, (but they , that are 
fo Sik as they ce _ to be in 
Love before hand with thoſe th 
Marry 3 prove-fo'honeſt as afrerwar 
to be in Love with none elſe. Since 
therefore, the Marriage of a wiſe man 
ſuppoſes eticaſt as high. a degree of 
Love, as he'ts capableto cheriſh with- 
out gs", ec Title ; I canſcaree, 
difallowthe being-modezately in Love 
without being injurious to plariiage Fe 
| which 


Serapbick Love. 7 
which 1s a Relation, which though I 
can with much leſſe Reluctancy per- 
mit others, then Contra my ſelf z yer 
dare I not abſolutely condemne a con- 
dition of Life , as expedient to no 
man, without which , even Paradiſc 
and Innocence were not ſufficient to 
compleat the happineſſe of the firſt 
man. Thus you ſee, Lindamor, that I 
do not Lament" Ae" quarrel| with all 
ſorts of Love , bur indeavour onely 
to poſſcfle you with this Truth, Thar 
asantiently, among the Jewes , there 
were odoritcrous Unguents , which 
it was ncither unuſuall nor unlawiull 
to anoint themſclves with , or beſtow 
upon their friends : Bur there was a 
certain peculiar Compoſition too, of 
a pretious Ointment , which God ha- 
ving reſerv'd to be imployed in his 
owne Scervice3 with that, the Perfu- Exod. zo. 
ming of their friends was Criminall 3'> 3? 
and Sacrilegious : So there are re- 
gulated degrees of Love , which 
tis not forbidden to harbour for a 
friend, a Miſtris, or a Wife: but there 
15 too, a certain peculiar Strain, ory if I 
may ſocall ir, Heroick Temperament 
of Love, which where cver it is found, 
makes it belong , as unalicnably, as 
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juſtly, unto GOD. A virtuous Wife 
may love botit her Husband and her 
owne Relations, and yct be truly faid | 
ro love him with her whole heart? - 
becauſe there is a certain unrivall'd 
degree of fondnefſſe , and a peculiar 
ſort of Love, which conſtitutes true 
Conjugall affe&ion, which ſhe con- 
fines ro him, and reſerves entirely for 
him, and would think it Criminall to 
harbour for any other Perion. So a 
Religious ſou! may obey the Com- 
mand, of Loving God entirely, though 
ſhe allow her afte&ions other objcs ; 
provided, they be kept in a due ſubor- 
dination ro, and kept from entring 
into Competition with that Love, 
which ought tro be appropriated to 
him : and which reſults chiefly from, 
an cither altogether, or moſt unin- 
creaſcable'Elevation ,- and vaſtneflle of 
afte&ion; from an entire reſignemcnr 
to, andan abſolute dependance on the 
Lov'd Party ; from a 'rcſilefſe diſquier 
upon the laſt ſenſe or doubt of her 
diſpicafure ; {rom a greater Con- 
cc11i1 in her intereſts , than ones owne; 
from an expectation of no lcſſe, then 
fclicity or wretchednefſe from her 
tricndſhipor indignation , or at leaſt 
a 
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a perſwadedneſs that nothing can be. a 


grcatcr happineſſe , then her favour, 
or” deferve the 'name , of happineſle 


. | without it, For, where cver a paſhon 


has thefe properties 'or any of them 
conſpicuous in it; it cannot , bur b 

being confecrated'ro God, avoid, be- 
coming injurious both to Him and to it 
felfe.” The very | Nobleneſſe of it, 
entitles him tout + as in ſome King- 
domes, (and particularly here in Eng- 
lar.) thongh Veins of coorſer Metalls 
may belong to the owner of the Sollc 
they grow in, yet all the Mines of the 
more perfe& Meralls; (4s Gold and 
Silver) are by the Law made Mines 
Royall, and belopg to the King, to 
whom their value appropriates them. 
By refleQing upon this peculiar Noti- 
on of Love, you may be pleaſed, Ln- 
damor , to interpret ſuch indefinite ex- 
Rn, as you may mcet with in the 
ollowing diſcourſe. And this Love, I 
have taken the freedome to ſtyle Sera- 
phitk Love, borrowing the name from 
( if the Romiiſh Divines be good Mar- 
ſhalls of the Heavenly Hoſt ) thoſe 
nobler Spirits of the Czleſtiall Hie- 
tarchie , whoſe Name in the Lan- 
guage to which it belongs , expreſſes 


them 
# 
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The Name Serapbie, in Hebrew, them to be: of a 


haps the Root Sereph,which flaming Nature, ; 


ro burn or flame: Whence, : 
Namb.2 1. 6. thoſe pernicious Crea» and whoſe im- 


tures, that our Tranſlators Engliſh, ploymenr » menti- I 


Fie ry - Serpents 


are ſtyled in the O- » . 
riginall, Heanechaſw beſ-ſeraphim. oned in the * E- | 


* Iſa. 6, 
2, 3s 


vangelicall Pro- 
phet's Myſterious Viſion , ſufficiently 
poynts at the divine Objet, to which 
che flames, that warm them , aſpire 
and tend, And me-thinks , Linda- 
mor, that you ſhould find it no faint 1n- 


vitation to embrace Seraphick Love, | 


that you may have the advantage by 
making your ſelfe a Rivall to theſe 
glorious Spirits, to make them your 
Pn, and the honour to be inga- 
ed ina Service, where you are ſure 
of ſuch Illuſtrious cancurrents, Ar 
leaſt if you be of the mind of that gene» 
rous Youth (to whole {ucceflefull Va- 
lour the Conquer'd world was both 
Theater and Trophic ) who refus'd to 
runne at the Olympick Games, be- 
cauſe there were - no Monarchs to 
runne with him. Burt I fear, Linda- 
mor , I have a little digreſſed ſince I 
might have told you in tewer words , 
that it is not my deſign in this paper 
ro declame againſt Love in generall , 


or make a ſolemne Harangue of the 
fickleneſle 


| 


Serephick Love. 
| Bfickleneſſc of women : and that there- 
; Bforc , as when young Gallants, { ſuch 
Ras you, Lindamoer) arc ſubje& ro caſt 
| Raway their Love upon unficting Ob- 
\ Fjeas , heir diſcreeter friends, ſenfible 
of the truth of the Italian Comick's 
obſcrvation, that 


One contra more 
E troppo frate ſchermo. 
In git Unetto cure. ) 


Is youtbfull bearts bare Vertue's 
. wont toprove 
But 4 weak ſhield againſt the devts 
of love. 


Without taking any more than ne- 
ceſſary notice ot their former fond and 
tragling Paſſion , reclaim them by 
either matching them , or at leaſt (1n 
order thercunro ) engageing their ad- 
dreſſcs 'to perſons, whoſe Beauty or 
Prerogatives may both legitimate and 
confine their affe&ians. Sol ſhall now 
endeavour to prevent the future gad- 
dings -of your Love to obje&s, that 
cannot deſcrve ſo tranſcendent and 
difintereſt a one, as I have obſerved 
yours to have beenz by preferring and 
engageing 
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Seropbick Love. 
engageing it to the true Obje& that 
paſſion-was born to, the nobleſt it can 
aſpire to, and the. moſt ſatisfying it 
car cnjoy. Yes, Lindamoy, as 1thas hi- ? 
therto' been ''my- - nor-unproſperous # 
Task', to un-hood your Soul , I ſhall 
now make ir my buſineſs, to ſhow her 
Game to flye ar. I ſee that Love in 
Lindamor ' is too noble and predomi- 
nant an affeaion , -to be either eaſe 
or fit to be deſtroyed. It will therefore 
be my deſign not to ſupprefle your 
flame, but to addrefſe it. 'I with'd it 
withdrawn from Hermione, not to an« 
nihilace ir, but -ro'transfigure it. 1 
would not have a paſſion, which wan- 
red nothing, bur adue object, ro be Se- 
raphick Love, like vulgar men be 
{wallow'd up by Death, che cotnfion 
fatc:: Bur be enobled by- a .deſtinie like 
that of Eroch andElras, who having 
ceaſed to conyerle with Mortalls, dyed 
not, but were tran{lated into Heaven: 
What has been ſaid already,hath,ir 


' ſeoms, ſuffic'd to retifie your love, by 


difabuting it ,and ſhowing you, how 
unhly it was plac'd bn its former ob: 
jo&s.- Your proficiencie in that, in- 
viks Me to procced with you ro-anew 
Leflon';: and:{ mindfull of- thar true 

' Saying 


k 
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Saying of an Eminent Father, Nemo 
aliquem amat , quem non Tult eſſe melio- 


Lyem ) to endeavour toexalt your paſſh- 
on by directing and ſetling it , upon an 


Objc&, the due Contemplation of 
whole Lovelindſſe may Cure as per- 
feftly all hurts reccived from any 
Morrall Beauty, as antiently the fight 
of the Myſterious Serpent on the Pole 
did cure the hurts, the fiery Serpents 
gave, For, ſince to gaze ſtedfaſtly on 
an outward beauty where all your 
looking. will but diſcover the ſame 
face, is found ſo cficuall ro kindle 
or to blow thc fire 0f Love ( which the 
Greeks prettily enough exprefle by 
their © TS (&&% yiveTau To WH ) how 
much mult a due contemplation cna- 
mour us of that divine, and, though 
rcfulgent, yer ever more and more 


diſcoycrable obze&t; where attention 


and wonder, ſtil] mutually excite and 
cheriſh cach other 2 Whence the zea- 
louſcſt and pertefteſt Lovers of God , 


arc the glorious Angells, of whom our 


Numb, c. 
21. V.8,9. 


Saviour ſays » that in Heaven , They yaw,y 


alwates behold the face of h1s Father which 20. 


is 1n Heaten, And thoſe bleſſed Saints, 
whoſe imployment and whoſe hap- 


pincſle 1s,in the Revelation, —_— to 
Co 


— 
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. Rev.14-4. be, To follow the Lamb whitherſoever, he | 


$3, 


goes. And thoſe unblemiſhr perſons 


arc in thar place recorded to have kept 
themſelves undefiled by morrall Beau. } 
ties; to teach us, that rhe nearer *and 
cleerer Intuition, that Heaven affords 
them of the glorious obje& of their 
paſſion, was, not the Cauſe of it , but 
che Recompence ; ana that, whilſt they 
lizd exiles here on carth, 'rwas ſuch a 
ſpeculation, as I am recommending 

Lindamor) to you , wherwith they 
liv'd, (ro borrow the Expresſion uſed 
of Moſes ) as ſeeeing him who 1s 11114- 
ſible; a ſight, whoſe glory made them 
look on fading Beauctes, with as un- 
dazl'd anduntroubled eyes, as Eagles 
can be ſuppoyd to caſt” on Glo- 
wormes when they have been newly 
gazing on the Sun, 

To cngage your Love, Lindamoer , to 
this ſublimeſt of Objeas, I ſhall delire, 
that all rhart I have ſaid ro divert your 
former flames, and all that I may ſay 
rodepreciate and diſcredit thoſe de- 
grading and diſquieting Amours, that 
are wont to inveagle Mortalls, may be 
lookt upon as meant rather by way of 
preparative, then of Motive , aiming 
pur to diſabuſe and reQifie your _ 

that 
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thoughts you may judge of the ObjeR, 
I propoſe ro you. Which toqualific 
.you to be bur impartiall ro, this Me- 
chod ſeem'd expedient, being but im« 
ploy'd upon ſuch a Score, as that, on 
which the Platoniſts us'd ro premiſe 
ccrtain vertues, which they ( ſignifi= 
cantly enough ) call'd Purgative, to 
diſpole and fir the mind for the Re- 
ception of ſublimer truths, As Phy- 
fitians to cleer the ſight are wont to 
purge the head, that the eye freed from 
all darkning and diſguiſing TinQures, 
may the more perfectly diſcern the ob- 
jects preſented to it, And certainly,the 
Love I would perſwade, is of a na- 
ture, that makes nothing more con- 
ducive to 1t, then the greateſt unclou- 
dednefle of the eye, and the perfeaeft 
Illuſtration of. the obje& : which 1s 
{uch, that the cleercſt Reaſon is the 
moſt advantagious light , it can defirc 
to be ſeen by. You know the ſtory of 
that witty Wench, who us'd merrily 
to wiſh her Lovers all good Qualitics, 
bur a good Underſtanding tor thar, 
{aid ſhe, would them make cut of love 
with me, The Divine objxc& to which 
I would preter ycu, L'ydamor, is Y far 

rom 
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from being obnoxious to a Danger of 
chat Nature, that I need not diſparage 


any other to cnamour you of this, For, # 
the Creator 1s too full of Excellencies 3 
to need to be recommended or (er off x 


by che Creature's Detc&s. He was 
ſoveraignly lovely in himſelt , bctore 
they had a being, nor has his giving us 
that vaſſion, called Love,made iiim the 
unficter objec for ir. . To love God 
bur becauſe your Miſtriſs has per- 
ſonall faults, 1s a greater, then any of 
thoſe for which you have declin'd hers 
and is ſvcha Solceciſm in Scraphick 
Love, as it were in the Perſian Re- 


ligion (tor chat has yet imbracers 1n | 
the Eaſt, as thoſe, that have there | 


conver['d with them, aſſure me) to 
make the Spots, that blemiſh the Mcon, 
the Motives of their wor(hipping the 
Sun. Hermione is a Lady, to whoſe 
noble Relations Iam too much a ſcr- 
vant, not to have a Reſpect for Hers 
and I cannot, without concluding her 
an extraordinary perſon, remember 
how lately ſhe enjoy'd the honour of 
Captivating Lindamor: and though 
ſhe has ſince by injuriouſly declining , 
juſtly forfeited the glorious Title of 


his Miſtriſs ; yet the Qualities , that 
gave 


: 
: 
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ave it her, made me among divers 


| ochers like her ſo well, that *tis now 


my quarrell ro her, that ſhe Is not , 
what ihe Was, And therefore, what 


{ cver may fal trom my pen to herdiſad- 


vantage , relates to her but as the was, 
or may again be , an Ovſtacle ro your 
devorednefle to Seraphick Love. To in- 
gage you to which (all this notwith- 
ſtanding, Lindamor) I muſt do you the 
right ro tel] you, that God deſerves 
the higheſt Elevation of your Love , 
though Hermione had not rejected it, 
Were (he not oncly as Handſume as 
you fancycd lier, bur as Conſtant as 
you withcd her , Her beauty , ani! her 
Friendſhip too concurring, could not 
have made her other, than, as LUutad- 
vantagious as Injurious, a Rivall unto 
God z and, in the very fruition of as 
obliging returnes, as her Kindnefſle 
coul4 have made your Paſſion , ſhe 
would have deſerv'd bur a more Mo-- 
derate Degree of it. Angels, ro whom 
women were never falle or crucll, 


" 


love their Maker above all things: and g., "I 


he ro whom Sr. J.þ» preſents his ado: & 1g. i, 


ration, retuſed it for himſelf. to dire& 
ic unto God, Would nor you your ſelf, 


Lindamor, have thought your Hermione 
'S ab{o- 
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abſolutely handtome, rhough Moores 
had not worn the Devill's Livery ; and 
rhe thing call'd Deformity , had been | 
as much a ſtranger, as iris unwelcome 7 
to her (ex. *T1s true, ſuch 1s our frail- © 
ty, that, as the 1/7ael:tes needed a cru- | 
cll and oppreſſive bondage in 2p, 
ro make them reſolve on returning to 
the ble(ſt Land of Canaan $3 So oftcns 
times, the amorous Soul needs rhe 
harſh uſage of a diſdaintull Miſtrifs, 
ro diſpult 1t with 1ts thraldome, and 
make 1t aſpireto its more genuine and 
ſatisfying Obje&t. I may therctore al- 
low Hermroze's Detects ro have given 
you treedome and occaſion, to conſi- 
dcr- the -Prerogatives of Scrapuick 
Love : But TImuitnot allow them ro be 
the chick Mortives of your imbracing 
it ; For, 1t were too 1njurious to 1ts 
glorious Objc&, ro make that but the 
Retuge of a Detcated Paſſion, whoſc 
Tranſ{cendency entitles 1t ro more than 
the molt clevare and entire one. 
Alas , God nceds not theſe bvggerly 
Parallels with any fading obje&s, to 
become that of our diſabus'd Devo- 
tion, and He were Lovely Without 
compariſon as well as He 1s ſo Above 
ir. And though I be nor ſo unjuſt, as 


ro 
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to deny , that there are Ladies (ſome 


ot which I have the bappineſle nor to 
be unknown to my fſcltc ) whole Ex. 


F cellencics are capable to ennoble their 


" # whole Sex: Yer their greateſt accom- 


pliſhmenrs compar'd ro his Periecti- 
ons, whole gltrs they are, are, in that 
Eclipiing company, as inconſpicuous 
as the taint Qualities of more ordi. 
nary perſons, As, when 1n a cicer Mor- 
ning the riting-Sun vouchſates to vi- 
fit us, as well chole Bright Starrs, thar 
did Adorn our Hemiſpaere, as thoſe 
Dark Shades, that did benight it , va- 
niſh: Conſonantly whereunto, give 
me lcave to obſerve to you , L1zdamcr 
that though divers of God's Attributes 
are through his goodn«fle participa- 
red by 11s Creatures, yet the Scrip- 
ture makes ſo valt a diſparity betwixr 
the exccilcencics, that ir alcribes to 
men, and the ſame Perte&ions conſi- 
dered as they exiſt in God , thart ir 
ſeems abſolutely to exclude created 
Becings from any Title to thoſe Attri- 
butes z becauſe they poſſcſſe them bur 
ina way fo intcrior to that tranſcen- 
dent, peculiar, and divine manner , in 
witch, they belong to God, Thus our 
Saviour faycs to him that ( taking 
C 2 him 
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him but for a man) call'd him good , 
why calle thou me good 2 There 15 none 


200d but One (that is ) God, Thus St, 


Paul, calls God (or Chrilt) the onely 
Porentate , WG&- duds , though the 
carth be ſhared by ſevcrall Porentares 3 
and even the Devourt Eunuch in the 


At F.17. 4s; and the depoſed Grandces men- 


Luk. 1.92. 


Mat 25.5+ 


Luk.16.8. 


1 Tim. 1+ 
17. 
i Tim, 6, 
16, 


tioned by rhe Bicfſcd Virgin in her 
Canticle , arc, in the Original, ſtyled 
Potentares. Thus, though there be 
wiſe Virgins as well as toolith;z and 
though our Saviour rclls us, That the 
Children of this world are m thar ge- 
neration wiſer, thin the (hildren of 
Licht: Yet St, Paul {cruplcs not to 
rearm his Maker, The onely wiſe God; 
and rhus he cliewhere Paraphraſes 
him , He that ovely bath immortals- 
tie, Though Angels and humare Souls 
be dearhlcſs. In fo 1ircommunicable a 
manner does the Superiority of God's 
nature make him poſlcſle thoſe ver 

Excellencics, which the diffuſivenefle 
of his goodnefle , makes him pleaſed ro 
communicate. Iam the more zealovs, 
Lindamor, to transfigure your Love 
into Devotion (which I muſt dclire 
you to look upon but as a varied name 


jor Seraphick Live ) becauſe I have 
obſerv'd 


Serephick Love. 
obſcrv'd your paſſion ro have been 
extreamly impatient of confinement, 
and to have citeem'd whatever may be 
rerm'd Limits ro be Priſons, Few 
therefore can Need more or Delerve 
better, an object for their love, for 
whici roo immenſe a vaſtneſſe were 
impoſſible, And ſuch a one is God ; 
whole ſ{overaien Peric&ions render 
him ſo uncapable ot being lov'd Too 
Much, that the molt aſpicing paſſion 
can ſcarce arrive ({o mucn,as) to leſſen 
irs diſproportion ro the obje&. Ocher 

aſhons like other Rivers, are moſt 
lik'd , when they calmly flow within 
rheir wonred Banks: but of Seraphick 
Love, as of Nilus, the very Inundati- 
ons might be defireable, and his over- 
flowings make him the more welcome. 
For mortall beautics, our paſſions are 
like our ſelves : If our Stature chance 
to exceed a certain ſize or ſtandarr, it 
make us monſtrous : but Devotien 1s 
like a lawleſs Diamond, where the 
bigneſle taxes the Value and the unu- 
ſuall Bulke borh rates and inhances 
the Luſtre and che Price, Togive Go » 
All our Love is the greateſt command 
both of the Law and Goſpell ( 1n its 
capacious & tccming womb both com- 
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Seraphick, Love. 

riſing and cheriſhing all the other 
ervices, God requires ) and that there 
is not more exaced of us, Is not, 
that an addition were Culpable , bur 
becauſe it is Imposſible. So noble 1s 
the nature of Devotion, that it admits 
of failings but by one ot the extreams, 
which is that of Dete&t. For, Medio- 
critic ( whole office *tis to reſtrain us 
from approaching the utmoſt Limits,) 
which in other pasfions is an Excel- 
lence, is here an imperfe&ion. Or, at 
leaſt,it Mediocrity be that which cre- 
ates pasſions vertucs3 theMediocrity of 
this Love muſt conſiſt in the Exceſle of 
it, ſince that 1s it, which makes it 
Pſal.42.1, moſt a vertue. The man after God's 
... own hcartis notafcar'd to own even 
eff, exc, £O his Maker an ardency of love for 
Sennert. Him , which muſt be expreſt with the 
_ ſignificant Metaphor of Thirſt; and 
facultati- that ſuch a Thir(t roo, as makes the 
bes. lib.4. panting Hart { by Naturalliſts ob- 

pri i-icrv'd to be a very dric Creatur 
3. y ure ) 
bray (as I remember the Hebrew 
hath ic) forthoſe refrcſhing ſtreams , 
whoſe want diſtrcfſes and reduces her 
to an almoſt gaſping condition 5 My 
veiſ.z, Very Soul ( faith he) tharftetb for God. 
And we know that thirſt is nor only fo 
violent 


Seraphick Love. 23 
violent an appetite , char ic leſſens the 
wonder of that Monarch's Bargain , 
whom Hiſtory regofds co have parted 
with his Kingdome for a cup of water: 
but thirſt doth ſo confine our longings 
to what it craves, that nothing elſe can 
{fatishe them. The wealth of both rhe 
Indics would not excuſc the want of a 
_: {uppoling their Poſleflor 
rormented with an Appetite, which 
cannot be quench't but by Drink. To 
which 1 muſt adde, that tie uncaſineſic 
of unrclicved Thirtt, is nor, ike that of 
other incenvcniences,[efſen'd by conti- 
nuance , but grows by laitiag the more 
unſupportable, The ſame inſpired Po- 
et {crvples not alſo to protcfſe {o ſenit- 
ble and fo active aConcern forGods 1n- 
tercſts, that the zeal of Gods houſe bad 
eatenhim up; and hugely troubled he 
is, that othcrs are not affe&ed with 
the ſame zeal. 7 beheld ({ayes he) the Pal. r19. 
T ravſgreſſours, and was grieved , becauſe * 
they kept not thy Word, Nay, Revers of wa- 
ters, ſayes he, run down mine eyes, becauſe ,, p 
they keep not thy Law; and to manifeſt, r;5." * 
how much the tenderneſſe and u1.re- 
ſerv*dneſle of his Love, made him think 
thoſe his friends or enemies, that were 
{o to God, Mere eyes ( ſayes he) hall be Ph. rorxs. 

CG 4 upon | 


24 Seraphick Love. 
upon the faithfull of the Land, that they 
may dwell with me. He that walketh perfef 
in the way , he ſhall ferue me. Do nat I 
hate them, O Lord, that hate thee, and am 

Pſal. 139. z0t I greeved with thoſe, that riſe up agatft 
"he #% Thee > I bate them with a perfett ha- 
tred, I count them mize Eremies, Ae 
th1s Rate,did pious David love his Ma- 
ker, but he was ſo far trom thinking 
this rate Exccflive,thar, tranſported by 
the ſenſe of his perſonall diſability , to 
pay that Divine objc all the Lovethar 
his pertc&ions merited : he 1s not con- 
tent to rouze up all his owne faculties 
OR, praiſe God, ( Bleſſe the Lord,O my ſoul, 
and all that is within me , bleſſe His boly 

Name, ) but he invites all the Godly to 

aſſiſt him in the payment ot ſo vaſt a 

Pſ. 119.1, debr,(Loverbe Lord all ye Sarnts,for fc.) 
Andagain, ( Praiſe the Lord all ye Nats- 

015, pra:ſe him all ye people.) And not con-+ 

tcnr neither frequently to do this , as 


may appear by very many paſſages of 


PE. 138.2. his ſacred Pocms , he extends his Invi- 
cation ro the Angells, and all the other 
H {ts of God, and concludes the book 
ct Plalms witha , Let every thingy that 
hath breath, prarſe the Lurd: Hallelujah. 
Nor does 1t invalidate , what has now 
becn dclhced, 


That 


—_— 
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Seraphick Love. 25 

That ſume men have , even by De- $4: 
out Perſons, been blamed for too 
uch Devotion : for, it was not an ex- 
efſe of Love, but a want of Diſcretion, 
hat was guilty of their faults 3 The 
xpreſhons of our Love to God , ought 
o be regulated not by our blind and 

711d fancies, but by his revealed will, 
2s Chriſt ſayes, 1f you Love me, keep my 
ommandements) and therefare it is very 
poſſible, to be too devour, not becaute 
any expreſſion of Seraphick love can 
be made with too much Ardency , 
whiPſt *cis conſidered abſtra&edly in ic 

elte, and irrelatively to the reſt 3 But 
becauſe , that there being ſeverall du- 

ties of Love which require an Ardenc 

of itz *ris injurious, to exerciſe all that 
11 one alone, or a few, that belongs 
equally to the negle@ed others. We 

muſt not, ( as too many Profeſſours 

are now wont todo , of whoſeerror 

you may receive a fuller accompt in 

[ome other papers, ) daſh in picces the 

two Tables of the Law againſt one 
another; But muſt ſo loveGOD mith 

all our hearts, as to love our Neigh- 

bours as our ſelves, You know, what- 

our Saviour ſaith to the Phariſees, ,. 
that Tiched Mint and Cummin ; 23. 

, with 


Seraphick Lowe. 
with a negle& of Judgement , Mercy 
and Faich , thoſe welgiiticr matters 0 
the Law; Theſe ought you ( we) 
have done , and not to l-aue the othe 
undone, And indced this Parciality 
Lindamoy , which makes us diſplay faffi 
much of the ſtrength and vigour of ounſhv 
Spirits in ſome few favoriie-Duries 
that we can but languidly and per- 
fun&orily perfor thoſe orhers , weſſp 
are lefle tond of , begets in Devorion a 
diſeaſe, not unlike that new one in 
Children, we call the Rickets, which: 
ſome Learned Phyſicians do not im-fſa 
probably conceive to ariſe from the ſ 
unequall Nutrition of the parts3 for, 
chough none of them receive exceſſive Nd 
Nouriſhment , yet ſome of them recei- ir 
ving as much as 1s convenient for them, £1 
and thereby growing up to their na- fa 
turall bigneſſe , whilſt others are leſle Fc 
nouriſhed, than (were the Body health» Ja 
full) they would be, do grow lo little, Jr 
that the ſounder parts ſeem Over- fo 
grown , and ſo the diſproportion be- fc 
rwixt Them, and the Ricketting ones Iv 
makes the whole Body, they compoſe, Ft 
miſ{-ſhapen, and unweildy, But, L:- Jn 

damor , this proves not, that we can | 

love God too much, bur onely, that we It 
may 


[ 


[ 


Seraphick, Love. 
ySnay imploy roo much of that Love, in 
nis or that way of expreſling it, Whilſt 


hele bouſes of Clay , there are many 
uties, which do as well challenge an 
ntenſtty of our affe@ions, as thole, 
viich relate more immediarely to 


#- 
- 


— 


—- 
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ple Ferſonss the aftefions of the one 
vcing at liberty , ro devote themſelves 
more undiſtraftedly ro God , where- 
as thoſe of the other are diſtracted , 
as Adam's were, betwixt his Maker 
and his Rib. Bur, where a dire and 
immediate expreſſion of Love to God, 
 Fdetraudes not any other Duty , there 
, Fit is free from the danger of excefle. 
Though Prayers may calily be too long, 
and Faſts grow exorbitant 3 yet Chriſt 
Icould ſpend the whole night in Prayer, 
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eare, ( as Jobipeaks) Inhabitants of Tob, 


27 


od, As St. Paul tells us, That there i Cor. 7. 
s difference betwixt married and fin- 32:33-34- 


Jand faſt forty dayes without immode- 


rateneſſe , when the orhcr expreſsions 
of his Love to his Father, and the other 
exerciſes of his Mediatory Fun&ion, 
were not thcreby diſturb'd , but fur- 
thered, and promoted. And ſo Elijah 
might inculpably faſt long , when that 
taſting did not diſable him to proſecute 
his journey to the Mount of God ; and 
though 


r King, 
19,8. 


4-19. 


Seraphick Love. 
though juſt men herc on Earth muſz ex 
reſſc their Love to thcir Maſicr , | 


28 


(that buſie diſtraCting,and remoter waſh 


of ſervice) Trading with his Talents 

truſted ro them 5 yer when their de 

veſture of Mortality diſpenſes then 

from thoſe laborious and avocating du 

ties ro diſtreſſed Chriſtians , and thei 

owne ſecular Relations, which wer: 

here requitire to be pertorm'd ; theit 
glorified ſpirits may now, without any 
1mmoderate devotion , 1mploy, I {a 

not, their Time, but their Eternity 1 

ſelfe in Converſing with God , and 
following the Lamb whitherſoever 

he goes. And congruoully l obſerve , 

Rev. 4.6, that the four myſterious Beaſts,allow'd 
ay to approach necreſt to the Throne ot 
God ( though their many wings and 

more numerous eyes, intimate them 0 

a very ative nature) are repreſented 

tous in the Apocalyple, as addicted 

verf, 8, but to one imployment, ccaling neither 
Cay ror night from ſaying , Holy, Holy, 

Holy, Lnrd God Almgabty 5 and from 
gums Glory , ard Howour , and Thanks 

a:.to him, And of thiſe that have nbite- 

4 ed their Rybes tn the blood of the Lamb , 

(1:45 account 1s in the ſame book given 

us 


Serapbick Love. 29 
Jus , that they are before the Throne of Rev. 7: 
oa, and ſerve Him day and mybt —— 
zn bis Temple. So true 1t 1s, that no 
Wodcgrce of SeraphickLove can beExce(- 
five, nay nor any cxpreſsion of ir, Im- 
moderate, unleflc it be made {o , nor 
by ics Greatneſs,but by its Uſurpation, 
whereby, it cither cngroſles or invades 
4 what belongs to 1ts 1njur'd, and lan- 

21 euiſhing Golan, Our Love unto 
ny the Cr-aturesis a Prelent, but unto 
ay God it 1s a Tribute ; and though we 
1F may cally play the Prodigalls in par- 
1d ring (over-treely) with our Guitts , we 
er can {care be ſo in the payment of our 
ff Debts3 tor, be the Summes never ſo 
df vaſt we pay away . their being due in 
if ſpite of their being great , makes the 
dI disburſcment roo much an Ad of Ju- 
MI ſiice, tobe one of Profuſencfle : Sera- 
a phick Love, (whole Paſhonateneſſe is its 
dl beſt Complexion ) has then moſt ap- 
7 proach't irs nobleſt meaſure > when it 
2 | can leaſt be meaſured:nor ought 1ts Cx- 
1] rent to admit any other limits , then an 
5} utter diſability ro exceed thoſe , that 
- | terminate it, For he alone loves God, 
as much as he Ought, that loving Him , 
as much as he Can , ſtrives ro repairc 
| the deplored imperiction of that _ 
wit 


. * withanextream Regret to find it no 


x Joh, 4. 


greater," Such a ſublimity of love will 
beſt intitle you to the Conſolation, ac- 
cruing from that memorable paſlage of 
St. Jobn, where he fayes, that God s5 
Love , and he that dwelleth tn Love, 
awelleth in God , and God itn him. 
Which ſupplies me with a forcible in- 
ducement, to invite you to an eager 
aſpiring roa Tranſcendency in devoti= 
on, fince it may render ſclfe-deniall fo 
eaſie, that *twill( at laſt ) almoſt develt 
chat name. For, this [ublimer love be- 
ing, by anintimate conjunion with its 
Obje&, wholly devoted to ic , and 
chroughly refined from all baſe drofle 
of ſeltiſhneſſe and.intereſt , nobly be- 
gets a moſt ſtrict Union of our wills 
with God's, or ( rather) a perte& ſub- 
miſhon of rhe one to the other, . And 
thus, when it is become your will ro 
obey His , nodiſpenſarions of Provi- 
dence will immoderately.diſquier youz 
for, you poſlefle your withes in the Ge- 
nerall and in Bulke, though poſſibl 
notalwayes in Reraile 3 for, your chiefs 
eſt deſire being to ſee yourMaker's will 
tulfilled , verp naneledge of his being 
the Soveraign and uncontrolled Diſpo- 
ſer of Events, affures you, that all Ac- 
cidents 1 


Seraphick Love. 
cidents, that can befall you, are but 
exa&t accompliſhments,of His Will, 
Fand conſequently of yours ſo far forth, 
Jas thats included and compriz'd in 
Fhis. When you have Reſign'd, or ra- 
taerConſign'd, your expropriated will 
Bit 1 may focall it) ro God; and there- 
by, ( as it werc ) entruſted him to will 
For you 5 all his diſpolalls of , and. his 
Jdiipcnſations rowards you , are, in 
{efi<Ct, rhe acts of your owne will, with 
Jhe Advantage of their being directed 
and ſpecited by Him. An Advantage 
that does ar once afſure you. both of 
Jrheir ReGtitude and their Succefle. 
God's Witdome, Power, and Love to 
you conlider'd , how much more hap- 
py muit you be 1n your Ele@ions of his 
{naming tor you, than your immediate 
owne? The Patient thinks himſelfe ob- 
liged , to gratifie his Phyſitian, for 
chooſing for him , what ſorts of mear 
he is to teed on; rhough the DoRor be 
wont to make ſuch a choice for him , 
as deprives him of the Diſhes he beſt 
likes, and oftentimes confines him to 
thoſe he loaths. Alas, how often might 
God ſay of our requeſts , as Chriſt did 
of "a4 of the two aſpiring Diſciples3 
Ye know not what ye ask. T admire, 
and 


wry 


Th 
| 
| 
| 
; 
| 
: 

| | 


32. | Serapbick Love. 
and bluſh to read in a Heathen Satyriſi 
ſo Heavenly a-Leflon, as, 


Permittes ipſis expendere Numint 
bus, quid 
Conventat nobisgrebuſque ſit utile wo 
RE 7 
Nam pro Jucundis #tilia queque da- 
| bunt Di, 
Charior et illis homo, quam ſilt : 
nos anmmorum . 
Impulſu, 5 cec4 pravaque eupidine 
t5 
Conjugium petimus partumque uxo- 
15; atillis 
Notum, qui puert , qualiſque futvri 


ſit uxor. 


Unto the wiſer gods the care per- 
mir, | 

Of _ for us and our affairs moſi 

t. 

They will for Pleaſant things the 
Beſt confer ; 

To whom Man is, than to himſelf , 
more dear. 

We by our blinder paſſions led a- 
—__ 

Do for a Wife perhaps or Children 


pray: 
Which 


e 


-- Is 


Which fy may chance refuſe us 


out of Love, | 


Knowing , what both the Wife and 


Boyes would prove. - 


The confideration- of which made 2 
heathen Philoſopher ſay, That he was 


wont onely in general! Termes to beg 
Good _ of the gods, leaving'it to 


them, ' to determine what things were 


Good for him: And indeed, our own 
wiſhes are but too commonly as blind 


as Rachel's, who having ſoeagerly lon- 
ged for Children thar the _ 
cryes , Grue me Children, or elſe I aye .; 
dyed in Child-bearing : And as de- 
ſtruRive to the wiſhers, as their Long- 
ings prov'd to the Murmuring I1ſrae- 
lztes, who loathing the wholeſome 


Gen, 35, 


Manna ( that bread of Angells) God Numb. 


had provided for them, ate their own 
Bane in the ficſh, they had ſogreedily 
luſted for. Thus, Lendamor, that fo- 
affrightning vertue of Selfe-denyal!, 
oo ro be little more, than a Son's 

etter of Attorney to his Father, of 
whole paternall fondnefſe and con- 
ſummarte abilities in che management 
of affairs, his confidence amounts unto 


II, 33. 


a certainty. - Nay, till my ſecond . 


thoughts 


eraphick, Love. 


rhoughts -check'd rhe-. over-forward 
Imperuoſity of my fart, - I was about 
to adde&3/Suice Godf retents an infinite 
ſatisfaion ,in the accompliſhment of 
his own will, your making over your 
-whole will to God, will itnpart to you 
-char fclicity, -proportion'd to the de- 
-greevtibe: refignment. And, as the eye 
whilſt by rhe Optick Nerve ph: unto 
the head, ſochain'd can taſte delights; 
-which it.is dead to, being-once ſeverd 
. [from it,though(otherwile) it enjoy the 

-beſt condition of which-its inanimate fl - 
Nature can be {uppos'd: to be capable.: 
_ :$o may. your will 'by..an Identity ar 
Sameneſs' (4n Tendency, though not 
inNature)with your Maker's,as twere 
engratred.into Gods,receive a new,and 
an enlarg'd capacity, which wil cnable 
you ro contain,and relliſh joyes, highly 
rranſcending thoſe, which the fulleſt 
fruition of your private wiſhes were 
able to create, Thus felt-deniall is'a 
kind of holy aflociation with God, and 
( by making you his partner ) intereſles 
you in all his happinefle, and acquifi- 
tions. And conſonantly we ſee that 
Glorificd Saints and Blcfſced Angells, 
whoſe wills have the moſt exquiſite 
and cxact conformity ro God's,cnjoy a 


happancſle 
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Serapbick, Love. 
happineſs moſt approaching His; wher- 
as rhe Apaliaze' Dis rf confirm'd 
Repugnaucy to- hi$ will, find the cx- 
treamitie of wrerchednefle, 

But though I dare not own,Lindamer, 
ſo bold a Sally, yer I dare without 
Scruple improve the diſcourſe, that 
preceded it, to make out to you an ad- 
vantagious difference of Serephick Love 
from Ordinary Flames, For, he that 
makes a Preſent of his heart to any 
-Morrall Beauty, even by her welcom- 
ming it and lodging it with her own, 
grows {ubje&'to have it wounded in 
her breaſt, Thoſe misfortunes reach 
him that would otherwiſe terminate 
in her : hir affligions torment him, 
whilft his own reprieve himz and the 
Felicity of ewo perſons grows requilite 
to make one happy. The lettinfz our 
our love to mutable Objeas, doth bur 
inlarge our hearts and make them the 
wider Marks for fortune, and capable 
of 'being wounded' in more places : 
For, ada Love may as well make 
us participate the Joyes, as reſent the 
Infelicities 'of the Parties lov'd z yer 
even theleaſt unhappy perſons do in fo 
fickle and ſo tempeſtuous a Sea as we 


all find this world, meer with ſo many 
D 2 more 


35 
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more either crofſe winds or ſtormy 

uſts,then proſperous gales;and we are 
p much more ſenſible of Pain than 
Pleaſure (an akeing corne,though lefſe 


. then a fickneſſe, unfirting us to relliſh, 


the otherwiſe perfe& health of the 
whole body )that even Friendſhip it 
ſelfe, though a much calmer affeQion 
than Love, ought to be declin'd as In- 
jurious to our quier, did we conſider 
it,but as a Partnerſhipof Fortunes, not 
an Exerciſe of Vertues. Buthe, whoſe 
wiſer Love ſettles it ſelfe on God, 1s 
not onely- by the immutable and cven 
Efſentiall happineſſe of that Adorable 
ObjeR, ſecur'd fram participated infe- 
licitys 5 bur finds his perſonall croſſes 
and diſtrefſes ſweetned. by confide- 
ring, that what he moſt loves, is moſt 
happy ; and as able as willing in due 
time to make Him ſo, And though 
Seraphick Love makes us partake bur 
God's Felicities, yer his acceprance of 
it makes him reſent Our forrows :. /n 


Ela, 63.3: all their affiiitons be was affiiied, {ayes 


the Prophet of God, and of the 1ſrae- 
lites. And ſo the Son of God (who. is 
ſo much one with thoſe that love him, 
that both he as the Head, and they as 
the membersare ſometimes, as making 
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” one body, call'd by one name, 1 Cor.12, 
hr | 


iſt ) chough as high. as. Heaven ** 
above the reach of perlonall or im- 
mediate perſecutions, calls out to Saul 
for an intention of harming thoſe, thar 
lov'd him : Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt 
thou me > And, to demonſtrate tne ten- 
derneſſe of this Compaſſion, the Pro- 
phet ſays tothe return'd /ſraelttes, con- 


carding God : He that toucheth JU ich. .8 


toucheth the apple of bis Eye.Nor is God's 
compaſſion like a Miſtreſſe's , a grie- 
ving only and an uſcleſs picty, where- 
by the ſuffering Lover 1s oftentimes 
leſſe comforted as it proceeds from her 
kindneſs,than afliged becauſe it breeds 
her diſquiet:ButGod's is a compaſſoa, 
thongh Active,yert Serene, ahd worthy 
of Hunſelf, which without produce- 


{ing the diſcompoſure, produces the 


e&s of the moſt ſenſible Pirtty, by 
engaging him to a timely Reliefe and 


| Reſcue: Asthat freſhly-mentioned Ex- 


reſſion , | [z all thetr afiifion he was 
affiFed ; is immediately follow'd by, 
«And the Angel of bis preſenco ſaved 
them; in his love and in bis pitty be 
redeemed them, and be bare them, and 
carried them all the dates of old, 
Yes, this pitty for its not GHOY 
| D 3 Gods 


- oF "*, i w 7 | E5 5 
7 £ ; 


b, 


. Gods Happineſlc, enclines him not rhe 
lefle to expreſle a ſenſe of our Miſcries 
and makes usfind (ro ufe a Scripture 

hraſe as I would render it) x&& 

Heb,4.16-U5 Wxoue 9 Sorduay , Gyace for an op» 
portune reliefe 4 | {ay, with the divine 
Writer, an ——_ or Scaſonable 
Relief, becauſe ir comes not alwayes 
when it 15 molt deſired, bur when it is 

moſt fit 3 And when that is, he thar 
hachat once all preſent paſt and future 
things in his Profpe@, 1s ficteſt to de- 
rermine.Chriſt's words to hisDiſciples, 

AQ. t. 7.( It 25 n10t for "gon to know the Times or the 
Seaſons, which the Father hath put tn bis 
own power, ) are applicable ro more 
caſes, then that, which occaſioned 

them. The Canaarttiſh woman muſt 

Mar.7-27 pyt up a Refuſall, and the reproach- 

11 name of Dog ( which yet, by the 
way, was a Paraphraſe commonly 
enough us'd by the Jews of the Hea- 

The Text DN» 41d 4s ſuch was under Flood by this 

refers her FA\mns, Gentile not Greek ) The Iſrae- 

exrra&tion [xxes ( comprizing the Patriarchs their 
wr eg progenitours ) were reduced to wait 
ſane Re- four hundred & thirty years , ere they 
pion with were introduced into the' promis'd 
<a: Land: and during a great part of that 
* "long ſpace of time, languiſh'd and 

| groan'd 


| far's were bur Trifles ) the ſtyle of 
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groan'd under the heavy Burchens, 
and other as heavy preſſures , of the as 
cruelly as unſucceſctully policick 
Egyptians. St. Paul liimiclt pray'd the 
Lord thrice, for the removall ob that Ezek. 28, 
rude ood. T "1 cog, Thor to the _ . 


fleſh(whatloever that may mean.) Nay 7. 


of the bleſſed Virgin- Mother her {clte 

her divine Son would not be found -vF 2-48 
till che third day, chough ſhe ſought 

him ſorrowing. And Laz1rw , to 
whom even during his ſickneſſe he 
vouchſafed ( a Title ro which all Ce- 
Friend, which emboldned the pious": «es 
Mary to paraphraſe him by a, Hee yer ;. 
whom thou loveſt,was permitred not one- 

ly to lye a dying,but to dye; bis Reſcue 

being deferr'd cill it was thought Im- 

poſſible z and was ſo indeed,toany leſs 

power then Omnipotence,, Which 
manifeſts, that as no degree of Diſtreſs 

is unrelievable by his power; ſo no 
extreamity of it, 15 inconſiſtent with 

his compasſion, no nor with his friend- 

ſhip. . He whole ſpiric inſpired the 
Prophets, ts in the Jaſt of them repre- Mal, z; 3, 
ſented under the Notion of a Refincr: 

and *cis not the Cuſtome of Refiners 

to ſnatch the beloy'd Mettall out of 
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the fire, as ſoon as it feels the violence 
of that purifying Element, nay nor as 
ſoon as itis melced by ir, bur they let 
it Jong indure the brunt of the ative 


flames, auared by exciting Blaſts, till 


it have ſtood its due time in the fire, 


and-there obtain'd its full purity and | 
ſplendor, And I hope you will give a | 
converſer with Furnaces ( though no | 
Fn to the Philoſopher's Stone) | 


eave to improve a Chymicall Mera- 
phor, and obſerve, that thoughin at- 
fliions , ef pecially Nationall or Pub- 
lick Calamuties, God oftentimes ſeems 
to make no diſtin&ion betwixt the ob- 
zeas of his compaſſion and thoſe of 
his fury, indiſcriminately involving 
them in the ſame deſtinyy yer his pre- 
{ſcience and intentions make a' vaſt 
Difference, where his inflictions ſeem 
not to make any: As,when on the ſame 
Teſt, and with the ſelf-ſame Fire, we 


urge (as well) the Gold as the blended | 


Lead or Antimony 3 but with fore- 
knowing and deſigning ſuch a diſpa- 
rity in the events, as toconſume rhe 
Ignobler Mineralls or blow them off 


into drofle or fumes, and make | 
the Gold more pure and full of Lu» | 


ſtre, 
It 
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It is true, L1zdamor, and (not to be ſup. 
pected of partiality rowards' a Love, 
which ſo little needs it, to be thougt.r 
fic ro be przterr'd before all bs 
paſhons ) 1 ſhall acknowledge ir, thar 


$ che happineſle , reſulting trom thoſe 
g many prerogatives, I have endea- 


vour'd to diſcover to you in a Tran(- 


| cendent degree of Seraphick Love, is 
$ modcrated by the Effects of that Sub- 


limity, the Eager Deſires, it creates of 
a more compleat fruition of its per- 
fe& and divine Objet. Such aſpiring 
Salleys of the longing Soul, made the 
languiſhing Spouſe in the Cantecles 


cry out, Stay me with Flaggons, Comfort <"-tls 


me with Apples for I am ſick of Love. 
Such made the raviſhr ApoF#le defire 


to vehurn (for 10 I ſhould rather tranſ\- Phil. 1.23. 


late the word dvxAToau there, and fol 


find it *elſewhere to fignific) and to be * Luk. 12. 


with Chrift : and the Inſpir'd Poet thus 3*: 


| expreſſes his longings to the bleſſed 
Obje& of them, As the Hart panteth af- Pal, - 43. 
ter the water-Brooks, ſo panteth my Soul" *+ 


after thee 0 Gods, My Soul thirſteth for 
God, for the living God: when ſhall I come 


' and appear before God. But, Lindamor, 


it was fit, that to elevate our thoughts 


1 and wiſhes to Heaven, ſome -peculiar 


and 
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Rev, 21, 
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and elſewhere incommunicable de- 


grees of Joy, ſhould be reſcrv'd for us 
t 


ere. And 'tis a good ſign, and ſuch 
as worldly Obje&s cannot boaſt, when 
the Incompleatneſle of our Seraphick 
Lover's happineſſe in his fruitions,pro- 
ceeds not trom their. want of Satis= 
faQorineſſe , bur his want of an Enti- 
rer Poſlesfion of them. And let me tell 
you, Lizdamoy , that even this uneafie 
ſtate of Separation, is ſweetned with 
as much allay as is conſiſtent with its 
being a Grief, For, the Divine Evi- 
dence and teacher of Gods love, pro- 
nouncing a thirſt after perfeQion to be 
a Title to it (according to thole Scrip- 


Mar. $. 6, CUICS, Bleſſed are they that hunger-and 


thir# after Righteouſneſſe : for, they 
ſhall be por rvrgg biel that is : 
thir ft come and whoſoever will let him take 
of the water of Life freely ) and the Joyes 
of Heaven being ſo vaſt, that they dif- 
fuſe their Nature to all the grounded 
Hopes, men have to enjoy them ;z each 
newAfluranc isa new Degree of them, 
and is acceptable to our hope though 
uneafie to our defires, And thele bait- 
ings at complear. felicity ſhould not 
be more unwelcome for the preſent 
dilquiet they ſuppoſe, than the'Con- 


trary 
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trary for the Zeal they argue, andche 


WFchouy, they promile : For, this 
dutionof the GoleirIs on Hato Ny 
be juſtly termed, ar the Spirit himſelf 


in Scripture, 15, es earneft; which 2 Cor.s.s 


though by being fuch, it confeſſes ir 
{clt not'to be the Entire furnme, yer is 
not onely a Parr ot it, bura Pledge : 
And,Lindamer, howSupportable is this 
thus-qualified Allay of the Joyes of | 
Seraphick Love, in compariſon of the 
Diſquiers and the Torments, thar are 
wont to attend {enſuall Love > I ſhall 
not loſe time to enumerate , how ma- 
ny it is ſuppoſed to have fent to their 
Graves : becauſe, though I find thoſe 
Tragicall ſtories rife enough in Ro- 
mances, yer I find them rarities every 
where but in thoſe Fabulous com 
ſuxes: and though T have had the Cu- 
riofiry to viſit ſome of thoſe warmer 
Regions, where the Flames of Love 
are thought co burne with more vio- 
lence, yer ( bating by Duells and the 
Pox) I remember not to have obſerv'd 
Love to have ever been the Death of 
any man : unleſſe, ſpeaking like Phi- 
lolophers,who make Reaſon the Eflen- 
_ eiall Conſticucnt Form of man , we 
will affirm that Love by dethroning 
| Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, though ir leave the Lover a. 
live, doh kill the Man, Burt though] 
am loath to pur ſo bad a Complement 
upon mankind, as to ſay, that Love is 
wont to deſtroy mens lives yet I think 
it would be no Calumnie to ſay, It 
much diſquiers them.I could ask you, 
How long many a Lover muſt conti- 
nuea Servant to purchaſe the honour 
of being taken notice of tobeſo> And 
I could recruite that Queſtion with 
pretty ſtore of others of the like na- 
rure : but thar I ſuppoſe, your memory 
will ſave my Pen the labour of repre- 
ſenting to you the Torments of Love, 
which they that feel them, would lit- 
tle lefle juſtly , then they do frequent- 
ly ſtyle Martyrdoms, it the Greatneſſe 
onely, without the Cauſc and Objc of 
Mens ſufferings ſuffic'd to make them 
Martyrs. And though che Condition 
of Lovers be in Romances ſo dexte- 
rouſly and delightfully deſcrib'd, rhat 
not onely Sanguine Readers are trahſ= 
ported, but evenI my ſelf have been 
ſurpriſed into Inclinations td admire 
and cnvie theirFelicityzyer when fome 
I was concern'd for, have been really 
concern'd and engaged inſuch adven- 
tures, my Envy quickly turned into 

Pity 
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| Seraphick Lowe. 

ts, the 
jcalouſies, the fears, the abſehces, the 
deſpairs, and the reſt of the afi&ing 
diſquicts of Lovers : though in hand- 
ſome Romances , they are ſoon read 

over by the diverted peruſerz yet th 
are not {oſoon weather'd our crap 
calily ſupported , by the diſconſolate 
Lover: whole infelicities, though they 
may be perhaps ſo hand{omly deplo- 
red , as todelight the Reader; yet, 
truſt me{Lindamor, 'Tis a much hap. 
Re condition to be free from muſ- 
ortunes , than to be able to complain 
— of them, And: asI have 
with delight beheld a ſtorm, - excel- 
lently drawn by ſome rare Artiſt's 
Penſ1llz but whes I was this Spring 
toſt by the rude winds, that blew me 
out of Hollaxd, I found a reall Storm , 
a very troubleſome and uneafie thing, 
So the condition of a Lover , ( whote 
happineſſe depends on the conſtancy , 
of what, perhaps, you have found as 
fickle, as either Winds or Seas, a wo- 
man's Heart ) though drawn - by a 
ſmoorh Pen, it is wont ſtrangely to 
aftc& and pleaſe us 3 yet when men are 
really engaged in it, they find it full of 
hardſhips and difquier. *'Tis a oo 
tter 


"m6 -  _ -_ SerepbickLove. 
bettercondirion toi be look'd on, thanff® 
embrac'd; and Experience gives men 

it-mach {( ſadder and') more iunwelF* 
come notions , theri Deſcription didF: 
Nor phancie,Lizddmoy , that cthe'truu 
bleſomeneſſe of your ſufferings in love 
proceeded but from rheir not being 
acceptable toher, for whom yow en 
dured them for, had your MiſtreſleF* 
crowned them with Myrtle,and prov'dſ7 
as kind ro you as Hymen could-have f 
made her; yet, I fear , ſhe could have 

; Recompenced you' but by Diſabufing 
yore could not- have freed you 
rom the Need of happineſle, but one- 
lyfrom a Miſtake'of it; For me-thinks, 
Lindamor , moſt 'of ' theſe tranſitory 
Goods thar we are ſo fond of , 'may 
not unfitly be reſembled to the/Senfi- 
tive Plant, which you have admited 
at S#on-Garden 3 for, as , though we 
gaze on it with attention and wonder, 
yet when we come to touch it, the 
coy +delufive © Plant immediarcly 
ſhrinks-in irs diſplayed leaves , and 
contrafts ir ſelf into a form and di- 
menſtons , difadvantagiouſly differing 
fromthe former; which it again re- 
covers by degrees, when toucht no 
longer : So thefe obje&s, that charmus 
4 at 


r 
£ 


A 


\- wil - 


os copy = 


- 4. as ao of ws tr mins ov aa wow vault ot 


ſt 2 diſtance , and whilſt gaz'd. on 

Swich the eyes of expeRation and de- 

ices when a more immediate pes 
d 


on; hath pur them into our Sy 


Fiicir former luſtre yaniſhes , andt 
.ppear quite differing things. from 
"Fwhart before they ſeem'd; though after 
J-cprivarion or abſence hath made us 
Ftorget cheir emprinefle,and webe redu- 
;{ced ro look upon them again ar a di- 
ſtance, they recover in moſt mens eyes 
their former beauty , and are as capa- 
ble as before toinveagle & delude us. I 
; mult add, L1zdamor, that when I com- 
{parc to the SenſitivePlant moſt of theſe 
tranficory things, that are flattered 
, with the title of Goods, I do not out 

of that number except moſt Miſtrefles. 
{For though Iam no ſuch enemy ro 

Matrimony, as ſome ( for want of un- 
| derſtanding the Raillery, I have ſoame- 
Frimes ug'd in ordinary diſcourſe) are 
[pleaſed to think me; and would nor 

refuſe you my Advice ( though 1 

would not ſo readily give you my Ex= 
ample) ro turn Vorary to Hymen 5 yet 
I have obſerved ſo few Happy Mat- 
ches, and ſo many Unfortunate ones ; 
and have ſo rarely ſeen men love their 
wives at the rate they did, whilſt they 
were 
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Serapbick Love. 
were than Miſtreſſes, that 1 woride 
not, 'that Legiſlators thought it ne 
ceſſary to make marriages Indifſolubl, 
to make them Laſting. And I canne 
ficlier compare Marriage than to 
Lottery 3 for in both, he that venture 
may ſucceed, and may miſle; and if hi 
draw a prize, he bath a rich Return c 
his Venture : But in both Lotteries 
there lye a pretty ſtore of Blancks for 
every Prize. And for your particular 
Lindamor, the world is much miſtake 
in both your humours, if Hermrone" 
and-yours be not ſo unſuitable, thay 
(to make haſte from ſo nice a ſubje& 
had ſhe juſtified vour expeQation ol 
her kindnefſe , you would have pol- 
{efled rhe Perſon without poſſcſſin 
the Happinefle you expeRed : And 
might have found your ſelf, as ſenſibly 
diſappointed by her Grant,as you were 
by her Change. 

Bur I forget, Lizdamor , that I re- 
ſolv'd, not to inſiſt on Parallels, and 
therefore , inſicad of proſecuting the 
diſcourſe my Pen has ſlip't into, con- 
cerning the advantages of Seraphick , 
compared with ordinary Love; I ſhall 
venture to incourage you to the for- 


mer, by ſhowing you , that your paſi 
; ; addicted- 
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addigedneſſcto the later ,: may prove | 
ſerviceable toyou in it: Yes, 454 any 
I ſhall nor ſcruple to tell you,that your 
ſirong Paſſion'for Hermione, - may nor a 
litcle facilitare Now Devotion , by 
breaking all the Chains, excepting one, 
that taſtned your Aﬀe&ionto unſatis- 
tying Objeas , and reſtrain'd it from 
oaring to the ſublimeſt, and by exal» 
ting your Paſſion to a Height fit for Se 
raphick flames, For , Love hath this of 
Noble, that it makes us” deveſt'our 
{elves of ſelfiſhneſſe 3 flight fortune, 
quiet, ſafety, honour, life,.and all our 
_ owne Conceraments, when their com- 
ing into Competition with the Lov'd 
partic's Intereſts , may render their ſa- 
crifice acceptable to Her : and to think 
Goods or 1lls deſerve thoſe names, bur 
as they come to us from, or through 
Her. You could ſcarce have learn't a 
betrer Leſſon, even froma much ber- 
| ter Maſter; for, Love having thus ac- 
j} cuſtomed you, to ( whar 1s thought 
moſt difficult in that verruc)the Ads of 
ſelte-deniall , you need almoſt, -bur 
Transferre your flames from an Inferi- 
'| our, and miſtaken,to their True & No- 
bleſt ObjeR, and you will have exalred 
| 2nd refined your oo into Devotions 
ro 
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tothe latter, of which, a fublime Ele- 
vation of the firſt is ſuch a diſpoſition, 
as the having formerly by looſer Aires, 
and (perchance ) wanton Songs, learn'r 
to Improve_'and. tro Command ones 
voice, is tothe $kill of Singing , thoſe 
.devour Hymnes and heavenly An- 
themes, in which the Church-Militanc 
ſeems ambigious toemulate the Trium- 
phant ,:;and Eccho back the ſolemne 
Praiſes and; Hallelujabs of the Ccele- 
ſtiatl Quire.: And , as by Hunting, 
rhough4 poſſibly.) we follow but ſome 
orefugyive Hare , or ſome ſuch tri- 
* game ,; we 210 that Vigour, that 
Sufferance,-and Agility: thar fic us for 
the Toyles , - and Military hard-ſhips, 
that are exated in the purſuit of Glo- 
ry, andot Empire: fo though in Love, 
(Devotion's Prentice-(hip)theCourted 
Creature be often inconſiderable e- 
novgh , ta make our ElcQions fit to be 
numbered among(t ſuch , as thoſe thar 
made Love -be painted Blind ; yer in 
the Progreſke _ Condutt of our paſli- 
ons , we contrad ſuch diſ-inrereſts and 
rcfign'd: Habirudes, as, being preferr'd 
toſcrve Coeleſtiall Objefts, do excel- 
lently qualifie us for Devotion. And, in 
effec, a fervent Love ſecms little elſe, 
then 


c 


then Devorion-miſ-addreſt , where our 
owne very expreſſrons may ſerve to 
difabuſe us; For, when you give your 
Miftriſs the ſtyle of Goddeflezand talke 
of nothing ro her , but Offering up of 
hearts, Adoring, Sacrifices , Martyr 
domes; does not all this imply , thet , 
though it beſaid to her , 'tismeant toa 
Divinicy : which'is ſo much the trne 
and genuine Obje@ of men's Love,that 
we cannot exalt that paſſon for any 
other , without inveſting it with the 
Notion and es oy of God > As 
Children diſcloſe the inbred kindneſle 
they have for thoſe Perſons, by calling - 
the Babies ; they moſt doat upon , by 
their dear Mothers , or lov'd Nurſes Exod. g27 
Names, And as Aaron, and the revol- j,",# 
ting Jewes, by juſtifying to themſelves larter of 
thetr Adoration of the Idols they up. omg 
ſer up, by arrriburing the Title of God id, her 
to whar they ador'd , did tacitly ac- the Feaſt 
knowledge Adoration to be due onely 5; 
to the Deity : ſo, does a Lover by na- nw) , 
ming whar he Worſhips, a Divinity, Te Jv»: 
tacitly confefle the Dey to be the yeculiar 
proper Object , of that higheſt and pe- —_— 
cular ſtraine of Worſhip, one an 

And this truth , L:2damer, the very. g 8. 
fickleneſle of oo concurrs to mw 

2 et 


. 
I ——_— dt 


Seraphick Love. 
fie: for whatmen call-and think, In- 
conſtancy,is nothing bur aChaſe ofPer- 
fe& Beaury,which our Love fruiclefle- 
ly follows , and fecks in ſeverall Ob» 
jets., becauſe he finds it not entire 18 
any one 3 for, Creatures have but ſmall 
and obſcure fragments of it, which 
cannot fix nor ſatisfie an, Appetite, 
born for, and ( though unknowingly) 
aſpiring unro God : who's proclaimed 
the truc and proper Obje& of our Love, 
as well by mens fickleneſle ro women , 
as the Angells conſtancy to darw(Þ aw 
as the trembling reſtleſneſle of the Nee 


 dlein any bucthe North point of the 


Compaſlic,procceds from,and manifeſts 
its Inclifficion to the Pole, its Paſsion 
for which, both its wavering and its 
reſt, bear cquall witneſſe to. That unſa- 
fi 'dnefſe with tranſitory fruitions z 
that men deplore as the Unhappineſs of 
their Naiurc, is indced the Priviledge 


of ir3 as''is the Prerogartive of men, fi 
not to carc for , or be capable of being 


pleal'd witn Vhiſtles, Hobby-horlcs, 
and ſuch fond Toycs as Childrcn doat 
vpon, and make the ſole objects of 
tneir Defircs and Joyes. And by this 
you, may, Lizdamor, in ſome degree 


1mazine the unimaginable ſuavity z 
that 
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Seraphick Love. 

chat the fixing of ones Love on God, is 
ablero blcſe rne Soul with, fince: by fo 
indulgent a Facher, and Competent a 
Judge, as God himſelt ; the decr ce'd 
uncontentingneſſe of all other goods 
is thought richly repaired by its being 
bur an Aprneſle, to prove a Rile to our 
Love's ferling there. 
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And hitherto, my deareſt L1ndamor, $ g. 


Ihaveendeavour'd, to recommend un- 
to you Seraphick Love , by mentioning 
ſome of its Properties, which ſeem to 
relate more to the Love it (e]te, rhen ro 
the divine Objc& of it, Bur 1 feare 
you'l chink, I nave too long entertain'd 

ou with Coniiderations , which be- 
{ides, that thcy arc nor a'rogerher the 
importanteſt , that belong to this Diſ- 
courſe ; | have been by batte reduc'd to 


(Pen in the unaccurate Order , wherein 
they offer'd them(clvcs to my thoughts, 


not the Method whercin I ſhould have 
preſented them to yours. 


And therefore, L1ndamor , ſince the « jo, 


INobleft and ſupream Morives to the 


love of God, confiſt in his own infi- 
ire Perfe&ions and Prerogatives; and 
ince the propercics of God's Love to 
s doadvantage us much more, (and 


onſequently are likelier to endear 
BE 3 Devotion 


Serephick Leve. 

Devotion to us) than thoſe of ours to 
him : The former not onely movi 

God to Kindle in us, but ro Cheriſh 
and Foment , and, if our own wilfull 
extin&ion interpole not, to Crown the 
latter : for both theſe reaſons, 1 ſay, 
Lindamor, | doubt not, but you'l think 
it {caſonable for me to proceed, to 
conſider that higher ſort of Motives to 
Devotion z and to evince, that the ſe- 
verall things, which are wont moſt 
ro Engage and Heighten our affe@ie 
ons , do, 1n a peculiar and tranſcen- 
dant manner , ſhine forth, and con- 
ſtellate in God; That,you know, which 
enamour'd you of Hermzone , I necd 
not prove toyou, to have been your 
ſuppoſing her full of Lovelinefſe and 
Excellencies in her ſelf ; and your be- 
lieving , thar the Love ſhe vouchſafed 
you was Great, Free, Conſtant, or Ad- 
vantagious to you, And that all theſc 
properties do not onely eminently ex- 
iſt, bur illuftriouſly concur in God, 


and in his Love; I muſtnow, Lindamor, 
( with ſtrong deſires of doing it Prof- 
perouſly ) attempt to manifeſt. - 
Firſt chen , our higheſt love is made 
God's dueby theExcetlencie andPrero- 
gative of his Natutc, Bur rruſt me, Ls: 


damor, 


Serepbick Lowe. 
damor , when  necesfitared by a Me- 
thod , exated by the nature of this 
diſcourſe) I find my ſclf engaged to 
lay ſomething, by way of celebration 
of Gods Pertc&ions : I am very ſenſi- 
ble, I can but Detra& from whatI de- - 
fire to Praiſe, and mult unevirably ap- 
peare unable ro ſpeak worthily of. a 
Theme, ro which even Seraphims 
- | themſelves cannot do right, And it, as 
it}: che Scripture aflures us, thoſe things 
-F necicher fell under the Senſes nor en- 
-£ cred che Thoughts of men ,which God 1Cor.z.g. , 
-J has reſerv'd tor tholc that love him; 
hf how ineffable and. incomprehenſible 
d] muſt thoſe things be, which he has re- 


ry ferv'd for himlſelt; the infinite Superi- 
df ority of his Nature above all Created 

- Beings,placing a vaſt diſparity berwixr 

df his greateſt communicated Vouchſafe- 

-| ments,and his Boundleſs,and therefore 

<< ro creatures Incommunicable , Per- 

*| fe&ions, 

Wonder not thercfore, Lindamor, 
that my weak eyes dare not dwell 
long upon an Obje&t, which they can-- 
not ſtedfaſtly gaze on long, withour 
being dazl'd : And do not marvaile, 
that i ſcruple nor, to uſe ſeeming Hy- 

perboliesin the mention of perfe&ions, 
; | E 4 which 
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56.  Seraplnck Love. 

which make the higheſt Hyperbolics 
bur Seeing ones. Both Gods Na- 
ture and his Werd declaring him to 
Nch, 9.5. be exalied atoue all bl:(ſing and. praiſe, 
If it were {caſonable, L:ndamor, to cn- 
rertain our ſ{clves but with thoſe artri- 
bures ofGod, which areLegible orCon- 
ſpicuous in-rhe-Creation, We might 
there diſcern the admirablc Traces of 
ſuch immenſe Power, ſuch unſcarch- 
able Wiſdome, and ſuch exuberant 
Goodneſſe as may juſtly raviſh us to 
an amazcment at them and admira- 
tion of them. AndI muſt nceds ac- 

knowledge, Lindamor, that when with || 
bold Teleſcopes, I ſurvay the old and 
newly diſcovered Starrs and Planets 
that adorn the upper Region of the 
World; and when with excellent M1- 
croſcopes I diſcern in otherwiſe in» 
viſible Obje&s the unimicableSubrlety 
of Nature's Curious Workmanſhipz 
And when, in a word, by the help of 
Anaromicall Knives, and the light of 
Ch 'micall Furnaces, I tudy the Book 
of Nature, and conſult the Gloſſes of 
Ariſfotle, Epicurus, Paracelſus, Hartey, 
Helmont , and other lcamn'd Expofitors 
of that inftruaive Volumne; I find 
my felf oftentimes reduc'd to exclaim 
with 
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with the Pſalmift, How manifold are Pl104.24 


thy works , O Lord? tn wiſdom bat thou 
maae them all, And when 1 have 
been loſing my felf in admiration of 
what I Underſtand but enough ro Ad- 
mire,and not to Comprehends 1 am of- 
*':n obliged to interrupt or break off 
my Enquiries by applying to the works 
of Gods Creation , the Expreſſion us'd 
by St, Paul of thoſe of his Providence, 


O the Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſ- Rom. v1. 


dome and knowledge of God| how urſearch- 33: 
alle are bis Judgments, and bis wayes un- 
traceable: And Exclamations of this 

' Nature may the attentive Coenfi- - 
deration of any other of Gods Attri- 
butes deſervedly produce, But having 
elſewhere treated of this ſubjc& in a 
Peculiar Diſcourſe : I ſhall now, Len- 
damor, invite you to conſider with me 
how much You, and thoſe that are 
Conſcious to their having Vertue e- 
nough in rhemſelves ro make them 
prize it in others, are in Love with 
Cato, Scipio, and thoſe other Heroe's 
that did enoble and almoſt exceed 
mankind upon the bare knowledge 
of their vertues ; although, from rhem 
wee derive no Perſonal advantage 
( their Death having numerous ages 

| pre 
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Serapbick | 

preceded our Nativicy.) Since then we 
pay ſo much diſintercſ-Love to ſome 
tew faint and ill refin'd Vertues, that 
ne'rc did profit us : how much on tuch 
a Score, and at that Rate, ſhould we 
Love him, who ſo poſſcſſes All perte&i- 
ons, that each of his Perfeions 1s In- 
fiaire> Were you and I our own Cre- 
ators, L:ndamor, and wholly Indepen- 
dent upon God, without eitherNecd or 
Hope to taſte his Bounty his native 
Excellencies, and what he has done 
tor others, ſhould ſurely raviſh us and 
enamour us of Him. Though his Be- 
nefies to us did not entitle him ro our 
Love, his Eſſence ( the Source and only 
Motive of thoſe Benefirs ) would give 
him a right co it ; and though we ow'd 
him nought for whar We are,we yet 
ſhould owe him Love for what He 15. 
He is tharglorious SunFrom whom(as 
beams) all created-perfe&ions flow , 
and In whom they all concenter. To 
omir God's Soveraign Majeſty ( which 
places him fo high,tnat but ro own for 
him ſo familiar and levelling an af- 
tection as Love much more to expect 
robe re-lov'd by him,were not the leaſt 
ſawcic Prcſumpcion man could be 
guilty of, did aot his own a” 

make 


make it a Duty.) Not to inſiſt on this, 1 
ſay 3 Let us a while conſider that 
proper and peculiar attrative of Love, 
his Lovelineſs; which 1s ſuch, thar, did 
we but once {ce it, all Creature-com- 

tions ( evin we being - Judges ) 
would then be as Impoſſible, as they 
are now Unjuſt, In the fifth Evange- 


themſelves, rhoſe glorious Ornaments 
of the Cceleſtrall Hierarchic, are re- 
preſented as covering their faces in 
Gods preſence, either bluſhing ar rheir 
- | Comparative Deformity, or unable ro 
ſuſtain the unqualifi'dSp!edor of foDi- 
vie aBrightnes;whence perhaps it be- 
came of pld the Jewiſh faſhion (as ſome 
trequent Exprefhions in their Writers 
intimate) when they went to Pray, to 
Vaile their headÞhand faces : (though 
now I have-in thtir Synagogues ſeen 
them only cover their heads, not their 
faces, with thoſe white Garments 
they wear,at their publick devotions:) 
And, Lendamor,if MHoſes's face by but a 
few dayes converſe with God, reflec- 
red ſuch a light as dazl'd mortall eyes; 
and if his ſwift poſts,the Angels, when 
ſent on Errants to us here on Earth, 
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lifts prophetick Viſion, rhe Scraphims Ev. 6. 7. 


even when they may be ſuppos'd( if 
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Seraphick, Love. 

I may {o ſpeak) to weare their Travel- 
ling Cloaths, and ſtoop as much; to our 
frailty in the Form, as in the Region, 
thiey appear to us in, do, in ſpight of 
that darkning Congeſcenſion, fo much 
Tranſcend all Obje&s here on Earth, 
that the Scripture often mentions, That 
even thoſe that aſpir'd to imitate their 
Vertues, were confounded at their 
Preſence : And it, in this vailing Ha- 
bir they appear ſo Glorious, thar their 
thus diſadvantag'd Beauty is made 
the Complement and Hyperbole of 
that Quality ; what may we, or rather 
what may we not, conclude of God 
himſelf, of whom the Scripture lays, 


Plal.94.9, He that planted the E are ſhall be not bear? 


He that formed the. Eye (hall be not ſee ? 
Thar is, he that imparts a faculty or 
an Excellence to th@ Creature, ſhall 
not he himſelf muc{$more eminently 
peſſcfle it 2 And in cect, the moſt un. 
blemiſhed Created Beauties are'bur 
faint Shadows ( or trulicr, Foyles ) of 
His. Thoſe drops of Irertinefle {cat- 
tcringly ſprinkled amongſt the Crea- 
tures were defign'd ro defzcate and 
cxalr our Conceptions,not to inveagle 
or deteine our Paſſions 3 for, God did 
ne're intend them to terminate our 


Love, 


Serapbick Love. 
Love, but only by our Eyes to exalt 
ourFaith above them,and by the beau- 
ties, . our fight can apprehend, to raiſe 
us to aConfidencesthar there is in their 
Author. more- than we can <ither ſee, 


and conſiſt of the xefulgenteſt materi- 
alls, they are' meant by God bur to 
carry us upto him. And as the Pa- 
triarch's Steward was furniſh'd with 
ſo ſumptuous an Equipage, to court 
R:ebeccay not for himiclte , but for 
Iſaac , {o all the Lovelineſle 1mpar- 
ted to the Creature, is lent it, but to 
give us ſome more enlarg'd concep- 
tions of that vaſt Confluence and Im- 
menfiry that_ exuberates in God. To 
make the righteſt uſe of Fadeing beau- 


ties, you muſt conſider God and them, 


as you were wont todo your Miſtriſlc's 
Pi&ture,and its Cryſtall Cover : where 
though that native Glaſſe were pure 
and Lovely,and. very richly edg'dz yer 
to gaze on 1t,was not the Chicteſt Buſt- 
__ of your Eyez nor did you init 
Terminate your fight bur greedily look . 
Through and Beyond it, upon th* ado- 
red Image,that ſolid vail betray'd.Me- 
thinks, Serapkeck and our common Lo= 
vers . bchold exteriour beauties with 
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or comprehend. Like Elijahs fiery Cha- , King. 2. 
riots "Hank they be Pure and Bright 1'- : 
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a Difference reſembling that ,- where. 
with Children and Aftronomers confi 
der Galleo's Optick Glaſtes,' (with one 
of which Teleſcopioes, 'that Þ-remen 
ber I faw at Florence, he merrily boaftel 
that*hie had j Trovato Ia Corte d Gione 
which cone prizes moſt, for -wha 
they Appear z the other, for what they 
Diſcover, For ' Children contenting 
themfelves to- wonder at the Length, 
and fall tm- Love with the Workman. 
ſhip,” #nd Gildings-of 'the Tube , de 
thus bur Gaze Upon them , -whereas 
Aftronomers Look Through thern; and, 
ſcarce raking notice of the unufuall 
Ornamentrs, or the ſhape, imploy them 
ro find our unknown Lights in the 
Skie, -andro defcry in Heaven bright 
Stars, unſcen before, and other Ceelc- 
{tall Novelties and Beauties, | 
I deny nor, Lindamor , that God has 
| been plcaſ'd ro adorn ſome of his 
Creatures with: Hints and Imprefſes, 
as well of His Lovelineſſe, as his other 
Excellencies; Bur they do much more 
faintly and imperte&tly-xeſemble him, 
rhan rhe Counterfeit Sun , we fome- 
times fee tin a Cloud , xmalares rhe 
True one , by whoſe Refrat&d ot 


refleted Beams, ſome acute moderne 
Naturalifts 


; INaturaliſts ſuppoſe it to be-produc'd, 
D For though, this Derivative Tin ſhine 
nel ith a not-nconſiderable Luſtre; com- 
. iparatively to the reſt of the dark Cloud 
«q[Þ* <aboblc's, yer 1s it not onely as much 
- \{ſÞnfcriour to the true Sun in Brightneſle, | 
as in Height ; but it enjoyes alone, a [| 
of 
Precarious, Dependent , and: almoſt | 
EMomentany Being, which often it loſes | 
in a,very Short time, and never attains 
to pretervea very Long one. And there- 
1, {fore, to negled thar fupreara Reſplen- 
dency, that ſbinesin God , for thoſe 
4 (dimm Repreſentations of it, thar we ſo 
114 90at on-in the Creatures, is as pxzpo- 
ſterous. and abſurd 5 as it were for a 
« | ><rlian to offer his Sacrifice toa Parhe- 
* lion, ( as the Greeks call that Meteor ) 
. {inſtead of adoring the Sun. And: cer- 
" [{ rainly, Lizdamor, if our dim fight, like 
| that of the Propher's Servant, whoſaw : king 6. 


"a 
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ry the Mountain near Dahans cover'd.*7- 

- I] with -Horſes and Chariots of Fire, 

| were priviledg'd to diſcern Inviſible 

'« | Objeas; our ravitht Eyes would be-. 

| bold Lovclinefſe enough in God , to: 

2 F make us inceſſantly exclaimyin the Lan- 1 
« | guage of the gon. run ; How , great 15 1 
: | #5 Goodpeſſe, and bow great bis, Beauty +**"-97 


« | Agreeably whereunto , we may ob- 
N crve, 
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Sera dL 0 k Love. 
ſerve, That as the Load-ſtone, doth at 
trakt' moſt powerfully the brighte{ 
Needles, made of the pureſt Steel, anc 
thoſe that moſt approach it3 fo Angells 
who of allCreatedBeings enjoy the un 
cloudedft light &che moſt clear know 
ledge of theirMaker,do love himwith 2 
Confſtancy ſo fix'tzthat in five thouſand 
and ſome odde Centuries of yeares, 
(eMlux't fince the Creation) they coul 
never ſee any thing , either in God, or 
out of Him, Capable to '{educe them 
roa Change. Gods Lovelineſs, (which 
is ſuch , that the eternall Fruirion of 
himſelfe , Create sev'n His fzlicity) 
1s like rare Muſick, which though-itdo 


delight all irs damage » the know- 


ing'it Artiſts {till do highlieſt value, 
and are o__ arr gt Yee 3 The Tranl- | 
ports it produceth, being proportion'd 
ro the demrvns of the Skilifalneſſe of its 
admirers. The Apoſtate Spirits indeed 
deſerted rheir firſt Station, not frighted 
thence by any blemiſh they delcry'd 
in God 3 bur probably fell by a ſawcy 
affeation of a Pariry, and (as Divines 
tell us) a Sacrilegious aſpiring to Per- 
ſe&ions, which they were criminally 
unable'to behold , without wiſhing 


them their -owne. And for their pre- 
ſent 


Sergphick, Lowe. 
ſent ſeparation :from God, . it is theit 
Curſe and, Puniſhment : And I ſhall 
ingenuouſly confeſle to you , Lendamor , 
that by the advantagious Idea's I en- 
tertain'd of Gods Perfe&ions , I have 
been ſometimes inclin'd to think , that 
the reaſon, why God tells Moſes, Tho Exod, ;;, 
canſt not ſee my face , for there ſhall **. 


20 man ſee me, and live, might be , thar 


( as Tranſcendent Obje&s deſtroy the 


ori Senſe) ſo Lovely and Glorious a fight, 
ml ( whoſe Continuance ſhall make our 
chil Happinefle in Heaven ) would let in 
of [oyes, and would create Deſires , too 
7) mighty for frail Mortality to ſuſtain 4 
of The raviſh't Soul, being ſhown ſuch 


Game, as That, would bate {o eagerly, 
that (he would break thoſe Leaches 
that tye her to the Bodie, (and thereby, 
hinder her flight to that wiſh't union) 
and the glad Heart, (roe narrow a Re- 
cepracle tor ſo much Joy) to make 
room for {uch Gueſts, would ſtretch 
unto a Rupture. Ls Joy, have 
ſometimes {ingly reach't Degrees, that 
have made them Fartall;z And why then 
ſhould their Ulaion in ſuch Extreams , 
be though uncapable of producing the 
like cffe& > Nor is it perchance more a 


Priviledgy of rhe next Life» that we 
F (hall 
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ſhall thin {oe God ; than -, that we 
tall ſarvive char wrt Famer Sight:which 
Br =_ king an * Object for Morrall 
all (to ale St. Paul's Expreflion) 
1 Cor, a—_ Part have put os Immortd- 
'4 bHty. Bar Inuftno longer loſe my ſelf 
on I bleco tas 

ſpeak Much , andſo im eto 
ugh. If I'be not very much miſts, 
en they ar fo who pr reſietnens ahps 
us {ati Definitions of Gods Na- 
wure , wn we may perhaps more 
faely define,by the Impeſſibiliry of its 
dcourmnady defined; And d1 muſt 
conſe » Ido the leaſt expe the beſt 
ription of the Divine Nature-from 
oper that are-moſ?' forward , totake 
n m_ ro Explicate it : For our 
Words be ng bur rhe EIN 


of our pi. peck they being ne 

rily Finite, as our Bangs few men ad 
(me-thinks )more likely to be miſtaken 
inthe Nature of what's Infinite , (and 
conſequently of Gods Attributes) than 
thoſe char think Deſcriptions can com- 
prize it i Nor will an Affiduiry and 


Conſtancy of our Speculations herein 
relieveus ; For roo fix't a Contempla« 
tion of Gods Effence,does but the more 
Contound us, As remember, St, "ot 

etclls | 
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cells the Jewes, that he could not ſee for AR. 22. 
the Glory of that light , that ſhone from -_ 
Heaven about hit at his Converſion, 
And this the famous Simenides experi- 
mentally tound,who being ask'r, What 
God was , took a dayes time to conſi- 
der of it; after;being call*d upon for his 
anſwer, he deſir'd ewo dayes longer to 
think upon it 3 and, when they werc-ex- 
pir'd , demanded four dayes longer; 
and ſo continu'd a great while , each 
time encreafing his Demands for Re- 
ſpite : ill, being preſt to give an Ac- 4 
count of ſuch a Bliarory way of pro- a 
ceeding, he ingenuouſly acknowledg'd, | 
that the longer he Conſider'd GodsNa- 
ture, the leſs he Comprehended ir. And 
indeed, Experience teacheth us , that 
they , that gaze ſtedfaſtlieſt on the noon 
dayes Sunne , can leaſt of all diſcern 
what it is, being rather Dazl'd,then In- 
firued by ſo confounding an ObjeQ 3 
Nor is it _—yY; Lindamor , a task of too 
_ Difficulty for a mere man, per- 
ealy toExplicate that Incomprehen(1- 
ble Nature of God , \to which nothing 
but his own InfiaiteUnderſtanding can 
be adequate. - But, me-thinks , even ro 
Celebrate Gods perfcftions, cannot be 
ſobcrly atrempted withour a very d 
| BJ ſenſe 


{ſenſe of a mans own Unworthineſſe 
and Incapacity. For, the ſame Excel- 
lencies that furniſh us with Praiſes , do 
tranſcend them. And the fruirtulneſle 
of the Subje& may as well deterr, as 
invite our Pens; ſince, as we are furc 
we ſhall not Want Theme, ſo we are 
certain, we cannot Dignifie ir, And for 
my part , L1:damor, though my Sub- 
je& cxacted of me , the Praiſes I have 
cndeavoured to aſcribe to God, yet 
I ſhould have thought it requiſite , ra- 
cher to decline the Laws of Method, 
than be reduced to derogate from what 
I would extoll : if the Neceſſity of De- 
rracting trom God's PcrfcCftions, were 
nor equall ro that of Mentioning them; 
anc. it that Neceſſity were not as Glo- 
r1ous to God, as greater Prailes than 
we are able ro aſcribc him, could be, 
But, L1damor, having thus done right 
to my Method, though I could not to 
my [heme , 1 ſhall oncly invite you to 
imitate with me thoſe Perſians, that 
adored the Sun, though the light he 
lent them ſcrv'd but ro make the 
ſource of it admired, and not to.pry 
into his abſtruſe Eflence with ir. And 
 thovgh I might ſay much more cor- 
ccrning God's Perfe@ions, I muſt 
hencce 


ſe 


£l- 
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henceforth rhink Silence the propereſt 
Language can now employ 3 tor 'tis 
Silence that beſt expreſſes our wonder: 
and, fure, wonder 15 never morc ſcaſo- 
nablethen when God is the Obje&t ; A 
proſtrate Venerarion being the ſafeſt 
Apprehenſjon ot Him , that is Incom- 
prehenfible, . bo 
* Havipg thus conſidered , L1ndamor , 
how fir an Obje& God is, of our 
higheſt Love, for what he is in Him- 
ſelf; Let us'now procced ro derive 
furcher proofs of the ſame I ruth, from 
whar he is ro Us, (that your Gratl- 
tude may contend with your Reaſon, 
which ſhall more heighten your Dc- 
votion) and we ſhall find in the Vaſt- 
_nefſe , Freeneſſe , Dil-intereſtneſle', 
Conſtancy , and Advantagiouſnefle 
'of his Love to us , that more 
than All the Love we can [pay him, 
_ bur a litrle Part of that we owe 
im, 

But for the firſt Attribute , we have 
aſſigned his Love (the Greatnefle of it ) 
itbeing a Generall property , diffuſed 
through all the reſt, and conſpicuous 


* in them it requires not to be treated of 


apart. 
We ſhall then proceed to the Free- 


$ 13, 
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_— nefſe or unmerirednefie of God's love ; | 
To believe which , ſirangely vaſt, we 
need but conſider , that we fo little 
could ar firſt Deſerve his love , that he 

' lov'd useven before we hada becing : | 

And our Felicity, in his Decrees » PIC- 

ceded our Exiſtence in this world. God 

loy'd you numerous ages before you 

were ; and his Goodnefſſe is ſo entirely 

its own Motive, that even your Crea« 

tion ({ince when alone,you can pretend 

ro merit his love) is the Effet of 1t. 

This Bencfit alone were ſufficient , ro 

render God the Obje& of our Love, 

though We were that of his Averſion. 

For #4 the Perſians ador'd the Sun, 

even when it ſchorch'd them ) we 

eftcem our ſclves obliged to Love and 
honour our Parents, in ſpight of their 
being wicked and unkind 5 though 
they be but God's Inſtruments in our 

Production, and made us what wc 

were born, not Arbitrarily;, bur in 

vertue of his Ordination, But God 
to confer on us, in the moſt excellent 
and endearing manner , the bleſſing 
proenfſey to his antient People , when 
e vouchſafed to aſſure them, that be 
Ho! 14%: would love them freely, was pleaſed to 
love us, not onely when we were not 

Fa at 


bled be 


at all, but when we were his Encmies:. 


If when we were enemies ( (aith $$. Pay! )Rom.5.10 


we were reconciled 10God by the death of bis 
Son, &c., Our inexiftence indeed was a 


condition , wherein nothing; in us. was. 


capable of bei 
Love: but our 
ther , and made us Worthy of his De- 
retation ; as if his. Love were nothing, , 


ng a Motiye- of God's 
n 


mity proceeded ftir-: 


_— 


" 


unlefſe ir Vanquiſh'd Qbſtacles,as well, 
as Wanted Motives, This gave the. 
Apoſtle a ju(t- cauſe to. ſay, that Gody ,, 


cemmendeth hrs love towards us , 1n that 
while we mere yet fimuers Chi. dyed for 
us : That is, when we wangcd all. Mu- 
tives to invice his Love, unkfle our 
very Want. of them (ſhould paſle for 
one. And how did God expreſfc his 
Love unto us ? Even by the Gil of the: 
Son of his love 3 For God fo loved the 


Love) that be geue bis onely begotten Son: 
And how did that Son love it? He 


world, ( {aics the divine Token of his 5ok, ;.16, 


(ſaics the Apoſtle ) being 12 the form.of 


Goa, thought it no robbery 20 be equall with 


God; but made —— of 10 repmation , « 


end took upon bim the form of 8 ſervant , 
per canary rin = 19 Rm Aud 
being faund tn feſhion as a mans, be bum- 
» dad became obecLent wnto 

F 4 death, 


Phil, 2.6, 
3 8, 


Tf 
death, even the death of the Croſſe. That | 
15, That he would love art no lefſe Rate 
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than Death; and from the ſuperemi- 
nent - heighth of Glory , ſtoopt and 


abas'd himſelf to the ſufferance of the 
extreameſt of Indignities, and ſunk 


himfelf ro the botrom of Abje&ed- 
neſſe, to exalt our condition 'to. the 


Ifa. 53, 5, contrary Extream. He was wounded or 


our tranſgreſſions , be was: bruiſed for our 
niquities, the choftiſement of our peace 


. Was wpon him , and with bis ftripes we are 


healed, ſaies the po wh For ye know the 


| 3 Cor, 8. grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that thouob 


-0 


he was rich , yet for your ſakes be became. 


poor, that ye through bis poverty might be 
made rich , {aies the Apoſtle. Men ha- 
ving diſpleaſed God, and conſequent- 
ly forfeited all right and Naturgl! Poſ- 
tibiliry to happineſſe ; even whilſ>chey 


. compleared the Forlornneſſe of their 


condition , by the Lethargy of not be- 
ing ſenſible of it, and were as careleſlc 
roſeck means of recovery, as they had 
been unable to deviſe;them-of them- 
ſelves: Eventhen, his reſtlefſe Love 
would never be at quiet, till ir had ſet 
his Omnipotence on work, ro contrive 
Expedicnrs, and find oura way to re- 


g © 


nr” Not tos an win. as. on. 


cencile his Juſtice and his Mercy » in 


CON» | 


| 


[ 
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reconciling Sinners to Himlelt. And 


this mercitull Deſtgne,by che Incarna- 
tion of h1s Son, he prolecuted in a way 


q ſo Worthy of Hiowlelt, & fo Advanta- 
{{ gious to us, that our juſt wonder at it 
| may keep us from having any , to 

find rhar, as St. *Peter informs us, the 


very Angels ( prompted queſtjonl« fie, 


by a Religious Curiofity ) ardently de- ; per. c, 
fire to look into tir.fe Divine Myſte- 2. 


ries. TI find it hotly diſputed amongſt 
Divines,(nor onely berwixt the Soctni- 
ans z:and the Orthodox , but berwixr 
Orthadox and Orthodox) Whether or 


no God could , without violating his 


Juſtice, have deviſed any other Courſc 
tor the Expiation: of Sin, than the Paſ- 
ſton and Death of Chriſt, But, without 
venturing to Determine , whether or 


- no. God Could, to R2deem us, have 


choſen any other way, We may ſafely 
think, that he Has choſen the moſt ob- 
"ging and moſt endearing way , diſ- 
playing in this Divine Manner of reſ- 
cuing us , the ſevereſt Juſtice, and the 
higheſt Mercy ; the greateſt Hatred of 
Sin, and the greateſt Love to Sinners : 
Since w thoſe unequald' & unvalua- 
ble Sufterings , to which he delivered 
up for us that Son, who is ſo near unto 


him, 
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him, that he truly ſaid, Z and the Fa- 
they are one, He at once manifeſted 
borh how much he Hated Sin , whuch 
he ſo heavilyPuniſh'd in the Perſon,he 
moſt Lov'd, though that Surety bur a- 
dopted it, ro free men from the Iaſup- 
portable vengeance of it; and How 
much he Lov'd Sinners by giving up 
what he ſo lov'd for a Ranſome of 
thoſe, char were guilty of what he fo 
hated, And therefore our Saviour, 
though he did ſuch great things to 
ſatisfe the unbelieving and contuma- 
cious Jews of his being their promis'd 
AMeſah, would not decline death to 
convince them ; And , though he had 
not ſeldom-done ſo much ro make Hhim- 
ſelf the Obje& of their Fairh, would 
not be invired from the Croſſe, though 
the chief Prieſts and Scribes them- 
ſelves ſaid, ar his Crucifixion, Let b:m 
M237. þ;98 110 Come down from the Croſſe, and we 
well believe on bum + And Chrift, to con- 
vince the World of their unablencſlc 
ro emerge and recover out of that 
Abyſle, wherein the Load of fin (whi 
Heb. 12.1, kt Scripture is calPd 4 wezght ) had pre- 
cipitated fallen:Man, came not-into 
the World until} well nigh 4000. 
years of {tcknefſe had made the Dil- 


caſe 


Seraphick —_ 


eaſe Deſperate, and the cure almoſt 

Hopeleſſe, $So inveterate an .obſjina- 

cy at once widening the Log be- 

twixt God and Man, Sod 

the latter's Diſability , to by ke by bis 

own wiſdom Bnmbams of Re-union: 

Thus Chriſt heal'd and diſpoſſcfl'd a 

dumb perſon, who was to make Mar. 9.32. 

entreaties bur by theDiſability of pro- - 

nouncing them ; and mighe truly ſay 

to the ſecure World, 1 om In of ita, 64. r. 

them that ſought me n0t : And when 

our Saviour Vas come into.che wret- 

| ched World, of all the numerous Mi- 

racles recorded in the Goſpel,he ſcarce 

did any for his own private Relicf: 

And toſhew, that, as - endured his 

Sorrows for our ſakes,that by bes Fripes Ia. 53. 5. 

we might be healed; {o were the Joyes, 

hetaſted inRelation toUs.We read not 

( which is highly obſervable ) in the 

whole Goſpel x Ay ever he Wopyed 

but once; po that was, when his re- 

rurn'd I les inform'd him, that 

_—_ Say CAE = Dewills 'Lak: 10. 
diſeaſes our of 0 ed Mortalls 

and roy his Aw. men had 

been diſpeſeſs'd of both ot Temptor 

and oe ent of Sin. He converſt 

among his Contemporaries with Ver- 

tues 
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rues as well atteſting, what he was, as 
Prophecies or Miracles could doy and, 
ro reach Man, how much he valu'd 
Him above thoſe Creatures, that man 
makes his Idols, he often altered and 
ſuſpended the Courſe of Nature, for 
mans Inſtruction, or his Relief, and 
reversd the Laws, eſtabliſh'd in the. 

Univerſe,to ettgage Men to obey thoſe 
Mar. 12: . of God, By doing miracles ſo nume- 
+4 rousand\yreat, that the Jews Unbelick 
may be almoſt counted one, Yet were 

thoſe wonders wrought for a Genera- 
Mac.3.12.tjon that aſcrib'd them to the Devil, 8& 
Return'd him with ſo unexampled an 
Ingratitude,thar'tisnot theLealt of his 
wonders that he' would vouchfate to 

work Any of them for ſuch __ 

mous wretches: who -were'indced; as 

ſome cf the latter Jews have roo truly 

ttyFd themfelves '., in relation to 
their fathers ; *Chometz ben ya yin , 
Vinegar the Child of Wine, a moſt 
degenerare Off-ſpring of Holy Proge- 
nitours: He ſuffered ſo much for them, 
tharmade him .dofoyithat he ſuffered 
the adQitton' of » Mifery of ' being 
thougtk ro ſufferDeſervedly and he was 

c Sumbred --mith the ' Tranſgreſſors. And 

YR? arg or rp ue "'U - 
"AS 4 heh? oh ede | i thowgh 
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though he Liv'd as mucha Miracle as 
any heD4d,yet did his condition ſome- 
times appear fo Deſpicable and for- 
lornz that men could. not know his 
Deity, but by his Goodneſs, which was 
roo Infinite not to be long Incommuni- 
cably ro God. Ard though-'rwere 
once a ſaying of our Saviour's, Greater 


Love bath no man than this, that @ man Johats.1g 


lay down his life for bis Friends s Yet is 
not , what 1s {aid-of the Love here 
mention'd, to be underſtood of Love 
Indcfinitely or generally conſidered, 
bur onely of the fingle Ads or Ex- 
preſſions of a mans love to his friends 
Compar'd betwixt themſelves. And fo 
the alleaged paſſage ſeems ro mean 
but this, chat among the ſingle Als 
of kindnefle to a mans friends, there 
is nor any One more highly expreſſive 
ofa reall and ſincere Love , than tro 
pon with onesLife for their ſakes. This 

ext therefore would nat be indefi- 
ny applycd. to the affe&ion of Love 
it ſelte, as if is could nor poflibly be 
crew then is requiſite to make a man 

:ontent or Willing to dye for his 
friends; for he that ſacrifices beſides 
his Lite,bis Fortune alſo, his Childre: 
& his Repuration,doecs thereby expreſs 
more 


partiog wich his Life only for chem, 
ppg: bu is forward x dye for 
thoſe chat Hate him , or,at leafi,know 
him not ; diſcloſes a more plentiful! 
and exuberant Stock of Love, then he 
rhat does the ſame kindnefle , but for 
thoſe that Love him. And thus our 
Saviour would be underſtood, unlefle 
we would ſay, that he Our-praQil'd 
whathe Taught: for, he came to lay 
down His lite ev'a for his Enemies, 
and(likeche _ Balfome Los ae 
-WOu w era 

Bl &, Cure theſe tha made hee 
he refus'd not to for thole thar 
Kall'd him,and Shed his bloud for ſome 
of them that Spilre it. And ſo lirtle 
was his injur'd Love to the ungrateſul 
World diſcouraged or impair'd by the 

ſavage Entertainment , he met with in 
' tt, thar,after he had ſuftcr'd from wret- 
ched men,for whoſe fakes he left Hea- 
ven to become capable of ſuffering 
ſuch barbarous Indignities, as might 


have made bare Puniſhmenes appear ' 


Mercy, and ev'n Cruelty i ſelf ſeem 
no more than Juſtice 3. when L ſay, ro 
hope for ſo much as his Pardon were 
Preſumption 5 he was pleas'd to Cre- 

ate 


more Love to them than he could do 


| 
| 
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ateConfidence of no lefs then hisLove, | 
A vertue, Nor think it, Lizdamor, ime 
pertinent to our prelent Theme, char 
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I infiſt ſo much on what Chriſt has 

Done and Suffer'd for us,lince he him- 

ſelf informes us ; that He and his Fa- See «tf 
ther are one. And forme of the Texes Job. 14. r. 
already mention'd havetaughtus,thar ? 2": 
ow anc wget alſo of > love = 

the , That He # 's Joh. 3.16- 
gotten Son to Redeem = and - hat 

God commendeth bis Love towards us in Rom. 5.8, 
that zvhule we were yet Senners, Chroft thed 
for us. Wheretore I ſhall without —> 
$cruple proceed to obſerve to you, 
That fo tree is Chrift's Dile&ionzthar 

the grand condition of our Felicity is 

our Belief , thathe is difpos'd ro make . 


us Happy on Tearms, notenely {fo Ho- 
nourable to him, burſa Adv 005 
to us, that, was about toſayy Thar 
poſſibly Faith ir ſelf would ſcarce be 
exaged,as Requiſite ro our happineſle, 

bur rhat the Condition does increaſe 

che Benefit, by vouchſating us bold 

and carly Anticipations of t : -For , 

Faith being ( as the Apoſtle tearms 1t ) Heb,rr.x 
the ſubſtance of things hoped for , - 82d evi- | 
dence (or, conviction ) of things not ſeen , 
wafrts -our Joys to 'this-{tide of the 
Grave 3 
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Grave, bows Heaven down tous, 'till 

our freed Spirits can ſoar.up to Hea- 

vers and does us ſuch aſervice, as the 
Jewiſh Spies did to their Country- 
Numb.13 men ,: by bringing them over , to this 
>32 37+ + {ide Jordan into the Wilderneflſe, ſome 
- of the pleaſant and delicious Fruits 

of the bleſt Land of Promiſe. I ſaid, 
Lindasmor , that Faith was the grand 
Condition required , in God's free 

Grant of Etcrnall Lite. Not thar [ 

would aſcribe any thing to a Lazy, 
Speculative, & Barren Faith, in oppoe 
ſition to that lively and aQtive one, 
which 1s called by the Apoſtle, niss 
Gal. 8, 6, 4s Weeyeuin, Faith | operating by 
'** Loves ſince I am informed by St, James, 
Jam.2,26, that the Divorce of Faith and Works 
is as DeſiruQive to Religion , as that 

of Soul and Body is ro Lite ; Bur that 

I was willing to mind you,thar mou 

true Faith ( which cries like Rachel, 

Gen. 30, (rue me children or ” 7 ae) be ever the 
pregnant Mother of good Works; yet 

are not thoſe Works the Cauſe, but 

the Effects and Signes of God's fuſt 

Love tous, ( however afterwards the 
Children may Nurſe their Parents. ) 

As , though the Needle's "+ qe 

the Poles be , by being an Efte&, an 
Argument 


Argument of its having been Invigo- 
rated by the Loadſlone , or coined 
cF Influence from ſome other Magnetick 
«| Body; yet is not that Reſpe& unto the 

North the Cauſe , bur the Operation 


$ 
| of che Iron's being drawn by the-at- 
$ 
| 


tractive Minerall, Thaw ayt good, and pg. ,;,,; 
good, (aics the Pſalmiſt ro his Ma- 68, 

ker. The Greatneſle of his Goodneſſe 

> is that which makes it Ours'5 nor doth 

| He do us good, becauſe that We are 

i good, but becauſe He is liberally ſo 3 

© as the Sun (hines on Dunghills, nor 

© out of any Invitation his beams find 

| there, but becauſe ir is his Nature, to 

| be diffuſive of his Lighe ; yer with this 
difference, that whereas the Sun's 
Bounty, by being rather an Advantage 
tous than a Favour, deſerves our ]oy , 
and not our Thanks, berauſe his Vi- 
ſirs are made defignleſly , and withouc 
any patticular intention of addrefle , 
(by luch a bare Necefliry of Nature , 
as that which makes Sptings flow our 
into Streams , when their Beds are 
too nartow to contain the renewed 
water , that doth inceſſantly ſwell the 
exuberant Sourees: } God, on the con- 
trary, for being Necefſarily kind, is not 
lefle Freely or Obligeingly fo, ro you 

G 
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or me ; for, though ſome kind of Cow- 
municativeneſle be Eſfentiall ro his 
Goodneſs,yet bis Extenſion of it with» 
out Himſclt,and his Vouchſafeing ir to 
this or chart particularPerſon,are pure- 
ly Arbitrary. To omit his Love to 
the numberlefſe Ele& Angells ; the 
ſtri& Relarions berwixt the perſons 
of the Bleſſed Trinity, ſupplying God 
with .internall Obje&s, which im 
ploy'd hisKindnefle before the Cre: 
ation, and Himſclt being able to allow 
his Goodnefle the Extent of Infinir 
for its Diffuſion. But( having glanc's 
at this onely by the By )we may ye 
further admiringly obſerve, That 
whereas men uſually give treelickk, 
where they have not given before, and 
make 1t both the Motive and the Ex- 
cule of their deſiftance from Giving 
any more, That they have Given alrea 
dy: Gods bounty hath a very diffe 
rent Method; for he uſcs to give, be 
caulc he Rath given, and, that he Ma 
give, Conlonantly to which , whei 
rhe revolting 1ſree/1tes had broken the 
Coments, whilſt Moſes was bringing 
them thc Tables of the Lavv; and ha 
thereby provok'd the Incenſ'd Give! 
Ct 1c, to thoughts of a ſudden Extirpa 


tio! 
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tion of ſo ingratefull and rebellious a 
People, we may obſerve, That, where- 
as God, as unwilling to remember his 
former Goodneſle to them, ſpeakin 
to Moſes, calls them , Thy People whi 
thou broughte #F out of the land of Egypt: Exod. 32. 
Moſes , on the other ide, to engage” 

God to the new Mercy of a Pardon , 
repreſents to God his former Mercy 
1" to them, and calls them God's People , 
Wy which be brought forth out of the land of ,..c ,.. 


wh Egypt, with m—_ mb. and a mighty 
o coaſp 


YN bard. And icuous in the Ecer- 

of nall Son was this Property of the Mere 
cl citull Father, that when ſick Lazaras's 
oy Siſters implored his Reſcue for their = 
by exſpiring Brother , the Motive they 
imploy, and which —_ their 
addreſſes, was, Lord, behold, (not, he Joh.rr.z; 
xj who loverh thee, bur ) he whom thou lo- 
veſt, is ſick. And as he takes the firſt In- 
4} ducements of his Bounty fromHimſelt5 
©} fo dohis former Favours both invite 
''N and give rates to his ſucceeding Bleſ- 
fings .And there is reaſon for it: for his 

J pure love being all the Merit, by 
'F which Man can pretend to the Efte&s 
of his Bounty; ir is but juſt, that the 
*F- degree. of his Love ſhould proportion 
3} thoſe Favours, which *ris our oncly 
hs G2 title 
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Title to; and that God's Liberality 
ſhould as well afford Meaſures as 
Motives to it ſelf, 

Nor isGods love lefſe Diſ-intercſs'd, 
chan Free, His grand Deſigne upon us, 


1s but to make us Inſtruments and par- 


rakers of His Glory, and to bring us to 
everlaſting Happineſſe , by a Way that 
does as well elevate and dignifie our 
Nature 3 as the Condition, reſerv'd for 
us, will. His Method of ſaving us, if but 
comply*d with, does here, as the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks, fit us forthe Inheritance of 
the Satzts in Light, We being made 
( as St, Perer ſpeaks) Partakers of the 
Dine Nature, baung eſcap'd the cor- 
ruption that is in the world through 
Luft ; So that theſe things , wherein 
the nobleſt of the Philoſophers plac'd 
their Fzlicity,ſerve bur toQualific and 
Prepare Chrittians for that -Higher 
Bleflednefſe,thar is reſerv'd by God for 
thoſe that love Him; and cannor, but be 
heighten'd and endear'd by the Value, 
which Graces and Vertues had given 
men on Earth-for ſuch a Noble and Ra- 
tionall kind of Happincſle, as is appor- 
tion'd ro them in caven, VWhar ends 
can he have upon us, whoſe Goodnefle 
and his Bleſlcdneſſe are both —_— 


ow 
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He was unconceivably Happy ( in his 
own Selt-ſufficiency) betore the Crca- 
tures had a Being; and ſnre that feliciry 
that needed nor Themlſclves ro be 1y- 

ream,needs nothing, that they can Do, 

or was it his Indigence,, that forc'r 

\ him to make the World , thereby, to 
make new*Acquilitions , bughis Goad- 
neſſe, that preit him to maniteſt, and to 
impart his Glory z and the goods, which 
he ſo over-flowingly abounds with. 
Witneſs his DEER of the Vorld's 
Creation, which cerraiuly had bad an 
carlier Datc z were the Deity capable 
of Went,and the Creatures of Supply= 
ing it, -St. Paul in his Epiſtie to /1mo- 
thy, ſtyles God , Mauefea0- which we r Tim, 1, 
tranſlate, The Beſſed God, but may per-'** 
haps more properly be rendred,The hap- 
py God: and elſe-where in the fame _ 
Epiſtle, he truly cals him, The Happy,as "qg 6, 
well as Onely Potentate, God ( {ayes the 
Apoſtle ) That made the World and all 48.27.24 
Ti 


ngs therein , ſeeing that He is Lord of *”? 
Heawen and Earth, daelleth not Fc. AS 
though He needed any thing , ſeeing that 
He gtveth to all, Life and Breath , and all 
Things. And, In Him, we l:ve,and move, 
and have our being. And indeed, {o co- 
herent in the mind of a mere Man, that 
G 3 does 


Seraphick Love. 

does but Confider and Underftand the 
Import of his owne Norions, is the be- 
liete of Gods Happineſle , to that of 
His Beeing,that I remember theEpicu- 
rean, Lacretias himſelfte , ev'n in that 
impious paſſage , where he denies di- 
vine Providence 3 and in a ſeeming, 
bur injutzous Complement, would un- 
det the prerence of EaſingGod,Deprive 
Him of the Government of the World; 
does yet confeſſe , that the Divine na- 
rure muſt neceſſarily enjoy a ſupream 
and endlefle Tranquilliry, adding, ( ro 
bring this to our preſent purpole ) that 
*tts, 

--- Pri Uats dolore omnt,privata pericliss 

Ipſa ſuis pollens op1bus, n1lnl indiga no- 

Fri, 


Whereby he acknowledges, 


That from all griefs and dangers of 
them freed, | 
Rich init ſelfe, ir has of us no need, 


Or, if you will have him ſpeak of the 
gods in the Plurall, like a' heathen Po- 
et, thar 


Far 


Far above griefs and danger, thoſe bleſt 
Powers , 

R:chtn thety Native Goods y; need none 
of ours. 


3 V . - OR. 


A much Nobler Poet tells us, That 


. ks 


thereof,theworld,and they that dwel therein; 


formed alt things, (as,in our Tranſlation '*- 
the Scripture calls him ) ſayes in- one of 


tell thee, for the world 1s mzne, and the full- 
thereof, His Ubiquity excludes all 
wiſhes of Remoove, by making his Ef- 
ſence uncapable of Excluſics - For 
; | Whither ſhould he defire ro Tranſport 
- | himſclfe, that is Every where, and can 
wiſh himſelfe in noplace , whete he is 
not already > His Sufficiency is ſuch, 
that he can ſee no'goods , bur whar he 
Gives,orHath( or rather both beſtowes 
and poſſeſſes) his Plenty being ſo unex- 
hauſtcd a ſpting of goods, thar his libe- 
rality does lefle impoveriſh God, than 
the Suns light does him ; or imparted 
knowledg, impairs the Teacher's ſtock. 
And therefore, though St. James do ve- 


who is the beſtower of every good and 


G 4 ' every 


the Earth is the Lord's , and the fullaeſſe Plal 24.1 


Agrecably whereunto,that GreatGoathat P:9v.2s. 


the Pſalms, if / were bungry,: I would not "= OE 


ry juſtly call God, That Father of Lights, "HELM 
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Jam, 2. every perfect Gite z yer the Friend: 
*3* God, (as the Scripture calls Abraham ) 
and that. Royall Pricſt, ( whom the 
Writer to the Hebrewes teaches us to 
have been ſo illuſtrious a Type of Him, 
Heb.z.z. whom hecalls The high Prieſt of our pro+ 
feſſion) do both of them in- the ſame 
Gen. 1z, Chapter ſtyle him the Puſſeſſouy of Heas 
18;2zz, UenandEarth. No, no, God needs net 
. beg From, or cover, In the Creatures 
ſhallow ſtreams , thoſe goods, of which 
he not onely Hath , but Is the Source. 
Our greatcſt Services to- our Creator 
muſt be to Diſcharge our ſc]ves, not to 
Advantage him,nor as thinking to adde 
= rhing ro a Felicity, which were not 
Infinite, could ir admit Encreaſe ; Our 
higheſt Performances, though they be 
Dues, amount not unto Tributes, but 
are rather like thoſe pepper Corns of 
Renr, which Free-holders pay,not with 
hope or with intent -to enrich their 
 Land-lord , but to acknowledge; that 
they hold all from him. When we ad- 
mire the Sun , our Seeing of his/light 
doth not Increaſe jr , it makes it not 
Greater,bur only it makes it Ours; and 
when weturn away or ſhut our eyes, 
char glorious Planer ſuffers no Eclipſe, 
and 15not at all darkn'd or impair'd; 

nor 


Heb.7-per 
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J \s : _ [ I ; 
nor doth He thereby loſe his light , 
bur We: The Eaſineſs of the application 


requires, and excuſes its Omiffion. If 
thou finneft (layes Elthu in Job) what doeft 


thou aparyſt bem > if thou be righteous, what 19> 35. 
grveſt thou bim > or what receiverb he of * ® Nt 


thine band? Thy wickedneſſe may burt a 
man, as thou arty and thy righteouſneſſe may 
profit the Son of man. In ce, the wic- 
ked's ſpite againſt God , is but like a 
mad mans running his head againſt a 
wall, that leaves the Wall unſhaken, . 
bur daſhes his own Brains out. God 1#+ 
habits a Felicity (as well as Light ) tnac- 
ceſsble ro all inferiour attempts : His 
ſoveraign Tranquillicy is ſo ſublimely 
plac'd , that 'tis above the reach of all 
Diſquiering Impreſſions ; and, like the 
Stars, that teel not the diſeaſes, their in- 
auſpicious Influence produces, He doth 
not Reſent the Torments , he Inflias. 
Gods juſtice is no leſs Efſenriall to him, 
then his Mercy 3 Witnefle thar, (the 
numbers of che Saints, and the Repro- 
bates conſider'd ) thouſands fall Sacri- 
fices to the ſeverer Attribute, for one 
that proves Capable of the milder. He 
ſaid , be woald get bemſelfe honour upon 
Pharaoh, and 
fign'd their rnine in the Red Sea: and 
Moſes 


bis Hoſt ; when he de- "7> '%- 
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Ex. 15. 1.e Aoſes ſaid, He bath Triumphed glorioaf 
Dekaing it. Andin pager be ſayes 

Exck. 28. par Seed 04ſt thee, O Stdon,and I will 

22 beglorifyadin "the mide of thee , andth 
ſball know that I am the Lord , when 1 
have executed my j judgments tn her , and 
ſhall be ſanfiify'd tn ber, Thus, when a 
Flaſh of Gods Indignation ( kindled b 
that flrange Hrs they preſum'd to offer 
_—_ him ) had blaſted the two 


uous Sons of Aaren, God is 
Leyir, 10, Ts have been ſanbefy 'd ta them , hates c0 
3. mob bim, and to _ been glorify d befor, 
4 aa; 3 ſucheminentand exem 
nſtances of Severity manifeſt 
ing him to be ſo Holy in his Laws, and 


ſo Concern'd for them ;; That ev'n the 
Miniſters of his Alcars ſhall not violate 
chem with Impunity , bur find Him 
* ( what the Writer ro rhe Hebrewes 
calls him.) 4 confers g fire 5 Who will 
be Glorify'd before all his people , 6i- 
ther by the Obedience of thoſe that: ap- 
proach him' , or by chetr DeſtruQtion;; 
Soto evidencegthat God -can-derive Sa- 
risfaftion as well from-the Exercite- of 
his provoked: Juſtice,asfrom that of his 
for wardMercy3The {acred Orator uſes 
Dear: 1Þ. this remarkable Antoncelaſis, Anditſbal 
* rome 10 paſſe," that «5 the Lord rejojced over 
you 


= good, and mukiply you; fo will 
rejoyee 0% you to defiroy you 
to nonght; Thas, cham 
- vp y faid of God by the P 
Jeremiah, that he doth nos aft wills 
" grieve the childven of men: And 
Eherefore the derermined Confamp- 
by ion of the whole - Land, which! our 
les Engliſh, God's work, bis fiywnge (2.28.21, 
wk 3 other Tranſlators render , Ops 
idicnarm faurs : Yer when the Sins of in- 
Forrigi mr are grow!) to that 
Wrovoking H york. his Mercy in- 
ercedes pon. ar ro averr of fufSend 
he infli&ions of his Juſtice3 then wy 
he can fatighe hinfelf in de- 
ying thoſe , thar wonld not be pre- 
rvedmay be gueſF'd tharformi- 


*1 
"44 


Lam,z.33 


4 | 
244" 


mc le Expreſſion it-Ezebrel 3 where ha- 
esFving foretold what avec the Sword, 
ll ine, and the Peſtiterce ould 


the irrraRtable and dif- 

' erſed » he adds, ( as a'kind 
henry, Thas ſhall mine _ 13. 
ed, and I mill cauſe my' favy toveſt 5 

'4 uttdew, and I vera kr Rs The 

of the Damned as wel ſound 

forrh his praiſes,. rk once hs 
of the Saints ; they both'do im 
atvevertafiing Canticleof by one- 


ly 


ly in this great Conſort of his who 
Intelligent Creation , the delignleſ 
conſpiring Voices are as Differing, 

the Conditions of the reſpe&ive Sir 
gers, Hell's darknefle doth as well cot 
tribute to. God's Glory , as Heaven 
Erernall Splendour : As Shadows, ju 
diciouſly plac'd, do no lefle praiſe tt 
Painter, than do the livelier ar 
brighter Colours. And as when tt 
Earth doth ſend black , noiſome, a 

fulphureous Exhalations up rowa 

the Sky z alas, they reach not Heaven 
nor diſcompole the Spheres z bur : 
the Storms and: Thunders they pre 
.duce, fallon chat Globe they cam 
from, and there do all their miſchief 
So, the wicked may Wrong God 1 

deed, yet do they really as bu 


themſelves, by all their greateſt ſins 
which trouble him chiefly , bur & 

cauſe_they neceſſitate Him to puniſl 
them : for the tranſgreſhons , that. dt 
moſt Provoke God , do him nor the 
leaſtharm, An implous perſon maz 
(as Elibu wr, inform'd us) hurt ; 

is 


man, as himſelf is; not that ſupreaml; 
bleſſed Deity : the Reſult of whoſe In 
fnice Perfe&ions is a reſembling Hap 
Pineſſe, which is as inſeparable = oi 


. 
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leſfficrogate from his Acceſfionall s 
» Shot from his Efſentiall Fzlicity ; or ra- 
her the moſt deſperate Sinners,by their 
rreareſt Crimes , can but Change the * 
nActribute they ſhould bring honour to, 
nd bur oppoſe the oolipin of his 
podneſſe., to occation the g orifying 
ff his _ z Since he will be infal- 
ibly glority'd , ſoon or late, cither by 
nens ations, or their ſufferings 3 by 
heir Practice of Duties , or Puniſh- 
nent for Sinne. Thus you ſee , how 
little God is beholden to you for your 
declining Hell : Nor will the ſcore. be 
Fvery much increaſ'd by your addrefles 
and attempts for Heaven, Can 4 man, gy, ,,. 
( ſayes Elephaz ) be profitable unto2,3. 
God, as be that is wiſe may be profitable 
unto bimſelfe > 1s tt any pleaſure to the Al- 
DN mighty that thou art righteous? or is it gain 
1 ano bim that thou makeſ thy wayes perfe8? 

a Congruouſly to which ſenſe the Pſal- 
ng miſt ſayes, Ay Googneſſe extendetb 
all zot to Thee ; The fire that we kindle P26: * 
Fon God's alrars , heats and enlightens 
Us;bur warms not Heaven at ſo diſtant 
a remove, nor is wanted in the Sun's 
reſidence. We have all the Redolence 


of the Perfumes and Incenſe, we burn 
| upon 
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his Altarssthe Smoak doth: niſh 
awiichs reach the Sky, and whilſt ti 
undifperſt , bur cloud's, and but Ot 
ſcures it : Alas, onr Beſt Performa 
are as uſcleſſe Services to God, as the 
Heir's bringing. Wax to his departing 
Father is to him which addes nor ar 
thing to the rich mans ſtore, and is t 
him defir'd and accepted, onely to Sea 
away a Fortune to his Sonne. Thoug! 
therefore it be rrue,thart God is Pleat' 
with our perforinances, yet 1s tha 
Welcome he youchſafes to give them 
ſo far from enabling us by them,to Re 
quite his Love, inet encreaſes r| 
Linrequitedneſle of it z Since he 1s de 
lighted with them , as they afford hin 
juſt Riſes to reward them, - How fat 
from Mercenary is then Gods Bounty: 
{ince he accepts our Acknowledgments 
of his former bleſſings , (chiefly), te 
make themOpportunities of conferring 
freſh ones; as good old Iſaac deſir'd h 
Sons veniſon , rhat from the relliſhing 
of chat ſavory meat, he might take at 
opportunity to bleſſe him, 

And , to diſcover how difintereſs' 
God's Favours are, ler us further con 
{1der , how little chey arc requirable 
for we can give Him nothing , bur hu 

owne 


ich Love. 9 
ſhÞþwae, (nor, Heaven knows, all that nei- 
Sher); and both the VWill and Power te 
> crve Him are his, upon ſo juſt and ma+ 
egy Scores, that we are unable to Retri- 
heÞute , unlefle we do Reſtores and all 
noſ8he Duties we can pay our Maker, are 
nyllcflc properly Requirals chan Reflitutie 
wipos. Vhen David and his Officers had 
-apffcr'd rowards the Strugure of that 
zifMagnificent Temple z which they 
"Wecem'd Ambitious to make a Manſion 

nferiour to Heaven anely ; the _ 
imſ{elt gave three thouſand Talcats 
Gold, and ſeven of refin'd Silver : and 
eee Heads of the People,fave Thouſand 
Talents , {( beſides Ten Fhauſand 
inflDrachms of Gold ) ten Thouſand Ta- 
far lents of Silver , eighteen thouſand of 
y4 Prafſe, and a hundred thouſand of 
nes Iron, (a Treaſure , of which, I ſcarce 
toff remember to have read the like in any 
ine Hiſtory); beſides a number of all man- 
hid ner of pretious Stones, capable of 1m- 
ine poverithing the very /zdres: They per- 
anff fum'd this noble and unequal'd Offes 
ring with a ſolemn Confteſhon, which 
4 perhaps , in God's eftecm , 'was much 
>n4 More pretious than It : Thene, O Lord 3» 
le} Claies the Royall Propher in the name r Chre 
hi 0f all) is the greatneſſe , and ihe power 39" 


12,14, 
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and the glory, and the v48ory, and the ma- 
jeſtyz for all that is tn heaven and 1# earth 
is thine, Thine ts the Kingdom, O Lord 
and thou art exalted as. head abwue all 
Both riches and honour, come of thee , and 
thog reigneſt over all, And tn thitie hand 
is power and might , and in thine bandit 
is to make great , and to give firength unt 
all, Now therefore , our God , we than 
thee , and praiſe thy glorious Name. 2 
who am [> and what 1s my people , that 3 
ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after thi 
ſort> For all things come of A and of 
thine own bave we gruen thee. For we ar 
ſtrangers before thee, and ſojourners , at 
were all our fathers, Our dates on earth are 
as a ſhadow, and there ts none abiding. 0 
Lord our God , 4ll this ftore, that we bave 
prepared to build thee an houſe , for thy 
boly name , commeth of thine hand, and is 
Rom. 12; («ll thine own. Who ( (ates the Apoſtle, 
35236. in a Queſtion that imports irs own 
Negative ) hath hf given tobim, andit 
ſball i Tadghager 


be recompenced to him again? For of 


him , and through him , and to him , ar 
all things; Nay, even our Love it (clf 
(rhar poor-man's Surety and Exche 
quer, that doth pay all his Debts , .byſl 
{upplying him wich the Prerogative- tof 
Coyne his Dcſires and Withes rp © 
Arbi- 
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al Arbitrary value) ishereuaable to diſ- 
yþ0 charge our Debts: - out-:Love is. cao 
4 | much che Efſet,, to. be-capable of be- 
a} 4 ing che Recompence-of God's: -' And 
ndj {urcly , rne Divine Amporiſthad cauſe | 
0 ſay , that bereex is love, not that we {a> | 


[ 
1 


dif ved God , butthat be loved'us, And;as 
teh te ſame Apoſtle elſewhere: ſpeaks!, 
inp #* love bim, becauſe be firſt leved us. - 15, ' Joh. 4. 


I9% 


rf} in effeR , we look upon the unworthy 
Conteſt, berwixt God's: Mercies, and 
I:molt _ OR and bur re- 
fle& upon the- fmall Return of Love), 
1a thas the greateſt Disburſments.of Hts, 
a; do 'uſuaily bring homez' we cannot 
are pur acknowledge, (as Dauid, im rhe 
of lacely mentioned Scriprure, did) that 
0 our loving God for his Favours, is one 
tþyþ ot che greateſt :Favours thar. we. love 
Lis him for z fo Uarcquitable: is God's: 
e {ove - and fo;Tnſolvenr are we!,;.that 
vndebar love vailly; improves the Benefic » 
1 80y which'alone we might. have-pre- 
, ofiicnded to ſome abiliry of Retribution 5 
11; And ſo unlimured is this gp 
ours ro tecompence or! repay God's 

o Dilc&ion ,'thac ic extends to, and ter- 
þyſe<rs our very \Wiſhes.. For. God en- 
rol joys an Afflgence of Felicizy.y - {o- pers 
anffc& and earirt; that even our YYiſhcs 
Ji- | H cal 
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can aime/at for bica W 
on mg hes __ 


.aGually: Poſſeſits, wy 7 
A ea three -mporenee, to 


 Fomeiof [the greateſt /Proficients in $+- 


wma mtnse , appears not the leaſt un- 


"I eake Property ol x. lc prieves Qs (en- 


ably, ro!fee out felves-reduc'd:robe 


1: chely- Paſſive, and Receivers -in this 
_ buc Semevin We would fain'comri 
par. hors cannot wel 


-dur V1 


| refrain fram, - 
le He Hapyin 6,0 W _ 


owe all Qurs. :Andfotne Holy Perfons 
CRC s Auftin)) nave by che 

xubcrance @f-eftcir .Gratizude ani 
Devgtioh , been tranſporied to: mak 
Wiſhes; andaiſe Expicſſidds, whe il 
their, Affedions had Þ /preater., ſhare 
chan their:Reaſon, ard which-a puued 
them much: better ko apprehend, | 
mach God deſcry'd-of raigin, than Ho 
lirtle.he needed them:Butgpon ſeconi 
thoughts, weſhallfindgrherche had 
of our Grief ought to-turh ic ute c 


re, | 
Eh art gin xl 


-arexll Folfil 
344 wt and that ry 
webithions and Nobleſt; wp For 
: coul; 


could God's happineſſe adrgit Accel- 

fan by our accompliſtit. Widhes, there 

were they apoſhbilry of his Wanrin 
omething to xender 12 Camplear, An 
{ure,”Tis & more Sypreany: telicicy , ro 
be by Nature tranſcendently above All 
encreale of Bleſledneſle, than to re- 

ccive the Greateſt thatmencan wiſh. 

To proceed now to the Conſtancy Ss 16: 
of Gods Lave: we cannot entertaine 
.of God any, Apprehenſions, not alto= 
gether ugworthy of Him and crimi- 
nally Injurious co him, wichout be- 
lieving, Tbar rothink that the can be 
Inconſiant, is. as great a Crime as 
'twere 2 Miſery to find him fo ; his 

Love is like his Efſenge, immurtably 
 Erernall, reaching from' Everlaſting to 
Everlaſting it preceded the Nartivi 

of Time, and will furvive its utmo 
'Pexiod and oblequics. Hang loved 
"i his own which were tn the World, be loved Joh.13-r. 
J them gnto theiend, ſayes the Evangeliſt : 
i and _ we James has rold us, Thac 
'F every good gift and every perfett gift is Jam 1.17; 
"| from above, end m_—_ down —. 

I} Father of Lyghts,, he adds (to complear 

wu OY ras _ =—_ rn ee 
a e neither [badow of turning. 0 
ny bis ons Wall begat be us of the LF of 
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Truth z and, in effe&, ſince God takes 
the Morives. of his' Love to us from 
Himfelf,nor from Us,the unchangable- 
nefle of his Nature ſeems fitoi'gly to 
inferre that'of his Charrty and our 
Happincffe in it, Fot, 1 amibe Lord, 

Mal. 3. Gp change nots therefore ye ſons of Ja- 

cob are not tonſumed ,” laycs God by 

the laſt of his prophets, And'in Je- 
rem ab he tells his people; 1 bate lovd 
thee with an everlaſiing Love : And what 

1. . . God once {aid tothe generous Joſwab, 

Joh. 1% 7 pill never leave thee nov forſske thee, 

Heb 13.5 is by the Writer to the Hebrews 2ppiys 
ed to believers in generall * for {the 

Roms 11. offts and calling: of God ( fayes the 

—_ {ame Anchor elſewhere ) are without 
repentance, Not do thoſe Croſſes that 
fee due to his Anger, defttoy the Iim- 
murabilicy of his Love, fince ev'n that 
Anger is an Effte&'ot ir, proceeding 
from a Fatherly Impatience of ſeeing 
8 Spot unwip'd off in the Face, he loves 
too welbro tuffer a blemiſh in itz and 
from a Defire to fee his Child an Ob- 
jet fir for a largerMeaſure of his Kind- 
ncfle ; as when we beat the duſt oat 
of a Suite we fancie, we ftrike not out 
of Anger, but onely to remove that 
which doth fully it, and: hinder us to 

take 
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take that delight in ir,which-our fond- 
nefſe would - be pleal'd with juſt 
Cauſeto find. «£5 many as 1 love, 1re-ney ;.16 
buke and chaſten, ( (ayes our Saviour ) : 
And, I know, © Lord( ſayes the Pſal- Plal.r1g. 
miſt ) that thy Judlgments are right, ana?” 

that thou ta facthfulneſſe hatb affuRed me, 

The Furnace of Affliction being mcanr 


| but to Refine us from our earthly drof- 


lineſſe,and Soften us for the Impreſſion 


| of Gods own Stamp and Image, The 


ercat and merciful]. Archite& of his 
Church ( whom not onely the Philoſo- 

hers have ſtyl'd, bur the Scripture it 
tel calls , Txxrw an artiſtor Artificer)y ,, 


| imploys not on us- the Hammer, and 1. 
| the Chizzell, with an intent ro Wound 


or Mangle us, but onely to Square and 

faſhion our hard and ſtubborn Hearts 

into ſuch living Scones, as may both Per. 5. 

Grace and Strengthen his heavenly 

$cruQure. Nor is God only thus.Con- 

ſtant to his Love,but to hisLovelincſle, 

Our female Beautics are uſually as 

fickle in- their Faces as their Minds, 

and more certainly in.the former : be- 

cauſe, though Caſualties ſhould ſpare , 

them, Age brings in a neceflity of a 

Change, nay, a Decay, leaving our 

"doters uponRed and -— __ antly 
| 3 pop» 


C kick Lowe? 
xt, by the incertaincy borh of 
ogy eos of their. Miſtriffie's 
 Kindneſle and of the laſting of het | 
Beauty ( both. which are to he 
che Amorsſt's Joys and quiet): for,ſome- ſki 
times, when -_ pk e's humour 
doth not change ſo much, 8s to proveſkc 
ple ESL | F her p 
ace alters h tro make her Loveriſſec 
wiſh Inco no faults Orythafls 
had commirted ir, that her Fickle-flc 
neſſe might afford them the Exculſeſſc 
of Imitation or Revenge : But Je 
Devorion, we are equally ſecure fromfd 
both theſe S. Since God nor 
doth defift from bleffing us with his 
Love, nor ceaſcs ever from deſerving 
the Heighth of ours : Nor is he onelyſfi 
conſtant in making us the Obje&s off n 
HisLove,but alfo in bending and inclisf | 
ning us to make him theObje otOursy þ 
{o that he not only perſiſts in continny c 
ing ro us both the Offer and the Valuq s 
of his Loveybur perfeveres co giveus 4 { 
receptive Diſpolition toWelcomeir ta { 

u5zand refic& ir upto Him, The wat 
of this laft metcy loſt Awim Paradiſe | 
and Satan, Heavenz there being 1othy ! 
Ovjcdtsrhar muſtiSecure our love, ſuth | 
a Nature requiſite in TEfcrence roouy | 
7 affeQiony ' 


feftions; as Philoſi "ON 


» MAC not t 
her, but to Keep there: ferfo Un. 
IDE pv rum 
poynt of our own! Good, and ifa vu 
procure ;and ready ta defert,, our 
town PFeliciey ; vhar neicher its Excel- 
-Blcneie is a {ufficient Motive:to. carry' 
cow _ to-it, nor-its poſſcifion -1 
competent to intercept in ;us all 
deſigns of Rein and' Dicioes :. bur 
we muſt be ufed. as peeviſh Children 
are, who ( on the anc-fide ) when their 
I mouths are our of taſte; and they re- 
fuſe to take what is neceflary for chem, 
il muſt have ic not only Offer'd themybur 
Forc'd upon them, and be ( ax.it were ) 
Made to receive it; and who ( on the 
4 other fide )Jmuft be reftrain'd from 
J gadding, when the Bcauty of the Man+ 
ons, they live 1n, cannot invite thei 
q ſtay, bur would gladly leave the 
deft P , ArchitcQure-can 
aſt, ro'Runne into: the + Street 1 and 
Dabble jn the Kennel : All thele three 
ſ properties of Divine Conſtancy are 
not il {hadow'd in the operations of 
FRE H 4 the 


t 


wT 


TWDg aro _ a Mincrall, in which ; 
ve made 'too ary uns Ic 
not to be by ——— to t 
ſome. Com iſons to it.” For, firſt, it y 
never | irs: Inclinations: for theÞ 
Sreel: neat, being unized ro ny retains f 
{o- conſtantly: its Attrative qualities, |t 
thar = ves: not the Needle any Mo-f| y 
my _ ing ir and thirdly , irc 
y touch the amorousÞ] | 
Gived, wk ever gh leaving an Impreſſion , fc 
whichever after diſpaſes it roa Con-fj 
verſion to -thar Magnetick Poſture , ſj \ 
which beſt firs it to receive freſh In-F1 
fluences. ' To which, let me add this} t 
other reſemblance, betwixt God's) 
work on Us, andthe Load-ftone's on|f / 
the Iron ;, that the Kind Stone attrags| 
a Needle to it, not to Advantage itſelf || 
dy that Union , but to Impart uts Vir-|| 
= to what it draws. Beſides, Ab-| 
tence and Rivalls, thoſe frequent Ru- | 
iners' of other Lovers ha inſſe can]; 
threaten nothing of formidable ro] 1 
yours : For dbforce (which ſo divorces 
us from that which animares us z that | 
Lovers -dv' not ſo improperly ſiyle ity 
Dc:ath; iDcachbe bur the worm | 
of Soul and Body )þy God's Ubiquity | 
from z He is ever pre-|| 


we EARN 
Th ſent || 


b ſenr With us 3 or rather In-us. - You 
>| tha, nor r—_ fince ſo highly. valu'd 
ejhe ties of converſing wich 
tf your s for. ſome few Moments, 
ſhall here find your Priviledges im 
prov'd to.a Permiſſion ( nay,an Invica- 
tion.) of entertaining the ObjeR of 
Love at all rimes 3 no: hour ren- 
| ers yo our viſits Unſeaſonable, nor no 
_ th Tedipus 3 he is rather welcom- 
IN 4 God, that comes to him Ofreneſt 
- | and ſiays with him Longeſt, What fa- * 
| vours were vouchſat'd to that antient 
»[ Prophetefſe ( who was likewiſe one of 
$I the firſt Evangeliſts ) who for many 
$|| years FAA not from the Temple z but 
| 
$| 


I ſerved God with Faftings and Prayers ub 2.3% 

| Negbr and Day, the beginning of St, #* 

i 7ots _ 1 may inform you. The 

—— Paul — Silas did an.s.15 

ns 45-6 w. 2 diſturb orOffend him they 26, &e. 

- | praiſ'd, but procur'd the viſit of an | 

Angell co bring them miraculous and 

fr ea rty, as a proofe of the 
tablencſſavt their not-Canoni- 

call votions, When Exoch bad wal- &** Mn. a 

bed with God as many years as the year 

has da _ w_ ins 

Imporrun' or Tir' t 
| ns that vouchſafing him an un» 
| cxampled 


| 
, 
; 
| 
| 


crampled Exemprioh death, he'þ 
waspleaſ's a new atid nearerCutto' 
Heaven, to it him to @ yer Cloſer, 
more Tininediate,and more Undiftrgc-! 
eed Communion with himſclf And' 
when Moſes had fpent' ho leffe than! 
Fon rn forty nights in- conver- 
ſing (it 1 may uſe ſo Familiar a term) J/ 
with God in the Mount, he brought 
=—_ thence omen 8 OP 
r his Importunity, fo ſtgnatl.and ra- 
dianr'a Tefimony of in peculiar 
Favour, that his dazt'd Connrry-men |: 
were as much Diſabled, as Invited to 
gaze on an Obje& of fo much wonder, 
then, How proud doe we ſee ma- 
ny Lovers of their Suffcrings 3 when 
(he but Knows of them,for whom' they 
are endured > Byt in Serapbick Lot, 
theres nor the leaſt good With or = 
varelt 'Syffcring; nay, not a whilpe- || 
ringSigh,or cloſer Thonghr, thar filent- 
ly Groans or Aſpires in the Amorous 
Soul, bur He boyh ſecs and heares, that 
PL. 46. 8. Puts his Servant's teas into his Bottle, 
ſweerning and recompencing the gres- 
reſt - Mistorrunes that his Love oe- 
cafions, with ſuch Support and 16 
as hinder ys to feel them; and make | 
them deſerve a contrary hatne.. Each 
46 aha amo- 


Ufelt has > an Eye 'tipon the 
| og an manor ps a. 
'mn E, AS tC r us 
Jer of the Church of Smyraa, 1\knowy.... . 
thy works, and tribulation, andp 38, 9. 
And ſaying tothe Angell of the Ghurch of geret. +. 
Pergames 1 knew thy works and where thou 1: 13+ 
dwelleſi,euven where Satan ſeat i5,and thou 
deft faft my name,and baſt not demed ny 
| Faith even #nthoſe dayes, wberetn eAnts- 
| pas was my Faithfull Martyy who 
| was ſharn among you, where Satan awelleth. 
, | So that no endearing Circumſtance 

of our Love,ſcapes onblerv/d by Him, 
who has done and ſuffered ſo much to 


—_—_— ir, God remembers nor 
our vours to ſerve Him; the lefic, 
—_ | ROE ; 
uw we thee any wa and rele : 
thee ? willberh® 7 of thoſe, i” 
manera ppb noe 

Da as ha ro 

nerate times , ſuch as ns” 1 
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did , like Lot is oaks thei 
Sins tharmourned not for their own: 
and Corrado W among even 
-— «amr pre of tho rimesf 
iv 


h probably. 
dangers rs threats 
Ineſſe they deplor'd , —_ chem 
affect fochPrivacyes, in theirConferen.þ 
es, as freed them from the Thoughts 
of being over-heard z yer the Scripture 
informs us, ( and *tis a Comfortable KK 
- as well as Memorable Paſſage) tharf 
= 3-16, the Lord hearkened, and beardit, and | 
book of remembrance was written —_ 
him, for them that feared the Lora, az 
that thought upon bes name, Then ſhall be 
return', and diſcern between the r1ghtecusÞ 
and the wicked, betwern him that (erverbÞ 
God, and bim that ſerveth him not. 1 know, « 
ſays Chriſt ( not only to the Angell offi 
Smyres, bur to cach true ſufferer for 
Rev. 2,9, inn) 8hy works , 25} theſe thing ew 7 
10. Fear none e {M 
Few [bake ſer __ fartbfall wat 
death, and 1 will grue thee a Crown of Life. 
God is. often pleas'd ro accept thoſe 
ood thoughts and Intentions 'of hisFc 
Servants, which never arrive at acu-#® 
.all Performances, T David built? 
not the Temple he deſtgn'd,- yer” hisFf 
Js Son, 21 


;'thar did Ininfdrate 1 us, "har God 

| aid unto him,” Foraſmuch” as it'was ih 2 Chron. 
Whine heart to build an bouſe + for vey Name, 

7 Thos adft well iu” that tt' wits th thene 
heart, 8c. And "tis the Epirhet our Sa- 
viOur gives God; Towr Fu which ſeeth 
ſecret, 8c: Nor; need wefear, our 
Kivalls ſhould ſupplant -us, : fince we 
&an have none -1n Devotion; whoſe 
ePrayer and Endeavour it is Hors thar 
dd'would love us more. For his Love 
o you being (as the chiefeft Merir') 
he. ſtrongeſt Motive and -Titte' unto 
irs, they cannot but Viſh him well 
hom God dorh/Love ſoz -andcannor 
iſh him bercer,then by other ove for 
im, freſh Additions both 
f God, and pratefull Difpofirions b 

urn it. Our; Saviours yy UsS3 

wt there is Joy 4H the "Preſenttof the Luk, 1g. 
ngels of God over one Sinner; that repens 72% = 
th, the ſole Hymne{(excepr a 
ifionary one YT find-recorded” of the, , , ,. 
X leſtiall Qu Quire, was ſu for a yen = 

ng to mankind, where n(fo 

now) their Love and Sympathy: 
ancern'd them 2 | For wato: «(men ) . 
1-$be Child is born, and unto usthe Son is {2 

e "en, Who took mot him the nature vch 1.26 
ispf Angells, but the'ſeed of Abraham. So 

")] a noble 


Mar. 6. 6. 
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'Noble and ſo diſrimereſs d;doctbDivinif 
 - + Lovemake ours, tber there is nothing 
helidry 4he ObjeRt of that Love , . chaff 
we lavemerether apr Concurrents i 
x; perhaps our of:a Gratitude ro abelf 
 alliffing us, top8y a Nebe (of Love an 
Prailg) tor which (alps |) we find auf 
ſingle, ſelves burrep Inſolvercg. Þ 
, © Ferhaps Luced pot mind you, Li 
going Diſcourſe, luppote cherench 
; # x h 
'F I Dosine, who.aſgribe0 God 0 
oj1 $0 every man, ianiEccrnall ung” 
cbangeeble and Inconditionate Deeref® 
of EleQtion, or Reprobation.; Yer cc 
cerning)the-Comroverſies berwixe 4 


Calui and. 4he- Remanſtr arts , 2JO! q 
mir -aberi ef and the cohezrent Del® 


Qrines g/) it were mpeoper to-give & 
here my denſe: TheGodly af both 2a” 
- tes are perhaps atherwile look't on | : 
"God, then by ane another ,..as.contenſ” 

_ . ding,which of Gods: Actzibures fhanil* 
be.maſt Ref the one ſceming i 
Affirm {peiveDectrees, tom: 2nul s 

bis Goednefle ; and. the other to 1deng® 

_ _ them; bur coSecure ahe credit of bf* 
Juſtice. Andev'n inþ ng-the (amy 
faries ſecra.Rivalls, the + - ; 

E: po q us 


Coonnkiok 1 _ 


i: boſk Celebratod belicvingic 
lo. Arroliſtible, .ahar to Dai tis 
atended, he Cannoc but be. 3-and 
Bec earth thinking it. moſt Ext va 
ig belicy'd verſal, that it wi 
ke Every men happy, if he pleaſes: 


| ot he one;par x0 Free- 
Krace, by aligning ir (as tomen) ap un- 
v ff [eainedly- Extent;as the other docs, 
\—__ it an iatallibly-viforious 
2 But though my baſte, and the 
wrure of my Theme make me decline 
"Gonroverſies abour Predeſtinati- 
ong;yeriince che. Dogrine:, that main- 
inc it» is not onely by almoſtallthe 
| of Mankind, buchyheced of the 
xteſtant Churches themſelves, the 
y MY; tberans » and divers 9% 40 
x chic Churchob: not onely 
iſe rg 
emous,(as indeed they,thar 
Fe » cannot wag —_ 
Ft indir a Ddage 
mis Colequen 
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cuous and Refulgene/a-Truch isthaet 
God's being the Author ot mans -Feli 
city, 'that the diſpute berwixe the Cal 
uimſis and Armimans y is not{o mt ; 
concerningthe Thing,as concerning ct 
Manner ot its being proffer'd 3 the fot 
mer- affirming Grace to be Irrefiſtibly 
preſented3 the larrer, though they deny 
1r to be Irrejetable ; yer granting, 'noff. 
only that ic is altogether Free mw, W. 
deſerv'd , bur alſo, thar the proffer 
made- boch with a- Power enabling}, 
thoſe, to whom 'risrender'd, to accepy, 
it, and with ſuch ing Invitations 
chat 'man at his fir verſton-nee 
n 
a 


conttibure nothing to his Felicicy., br 
the not-wilfully Refuſing it, and may}, 
more properly be faid to- owe "ir"unty}. 
God, then the Beggerto owe his Almeg; 
ro hisRelicver,though-he open his hai 
ro receive it, which he might have de: g 


- 


clin'd to do, if he would have wilfwlly, 
courted-his .owne- Prejudice 3 Chri K 
paid. ranſome to redeem ms , "tis trucy. 
andihe is therefore call'd, The Lord thaf® 
bought us : but it-wasGod's ftee Good, 
ndſe,' borh to provide'us That Chril by 
and toaccept of That Ranſome,neither 

of which he was Oblig'd todo'z 'andf* 
therefore, the Scripture aſcribes ir notf- 
i 4 ec 


FF 
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Seraphiek'Lox, L13 
FJ tathe- Juſtice; bu: to the lave;of God to 
the world,thar He ſert His only begotten John 3. 

i Sort to redeens\ it: and St; Paul in the © 
y lame Text tells us borhs.rhat ze are Fu-. 
ffy'd, AGftoy TJ duTS, xxl, freely ben 3s 
bis Grace , . and yet that: 46358; duet Tys, = 
En0\uTQWTwas, through the Redemption » 
(purchal'd for a Ranſomgs the Original 
JT word engliſh'd-Redempriop,relating to 
"J tbe Price ,-pay'd for the. Redecming of 
'Y Captives ):thatrs in Jeſus Chrift. *Tis 

confeſt on all hands, thar,Meritmuſt be 
ry diſclaia'd ,.. and.thoſe chatiſeem toex- 
pet ſome thing frym-God.as a Due, . 
acknowledpe',. that jt hisPromile did 
"Jnot, their Ations could natzmake it ſos 

and that 'ris to; his; Mercy, :-they owe 

the right they have to-coofide 1n_ his 
-J Juſtice. St, Paul, whozhavipg;fought the Tim. 4, 
*1 200d fight finiſht bis Courſe , and kept the": 75 
JF atth, expeed.a Crownof, Ri ghteouſ, arſe 
from the Lord, under the Notion of the 
JRighreous:Zuage.z yet rells/us that by 
erate we are au, through fatth, and that. Rp 
rob of - our ;ſelves', # u the, Gift of God. © © 
| Whoſe Promiſes, now they are made 
Jus, allow usaddeed ro expe Heaven 
Jirom his Juſticezbur the making us theſe 
\Pereat and preczons promiſes, ( as St, Peter, 
: juſtly Ins be- acknow- 


ark 
ledg'd 


ledg'd the pure Effet of bis free and un- 
' deſerved Goodlheſſe 5 which to believe In- 
finite , we need bur conſider the Diſ- 
proportion betwixt ſuch a Recompence, 
as Erternall Glory and the leaſt Imper- 
fe&t Performances of ours : m_ 
chough they Needed not Pardon,coul 
not at feaft Challenge any Reward, 
from Him, who, as our Creatour , 'has 
ſuch a Right to exa@ of us what ſervi- 
ces he pleaſes , without propoſing us 
any roms oe that our exaceſt obe- 
dience'to all his Commands', would 


Luk; 17.yet leave us to confefſe our felves un- 
IQ, 


profitable Servants , © who-haue done, but 
what tt was our Dutyt0 do ', and what if 
we had not done, we had given God, 
who had the Power, the Right and pro- 
vocation to puniſh us. . And.indeed, ſo 
conſcious are men Generally, ( if not 
Naturally ) to their being bcholding to 
God for their Felicity, that even thoſe, 
thar miſtake or oppole his way of do- 
ing them good', will yer be ſure to find 
out ſome Notion or other,under which 
they may conceive themſelves God's] 
Debtours for his Bleſſings. That. the 
more ſober ſorr of Romiſh Catholicks] 
chemſelves, aſcribe nor fo much to Me: 
rit, (properly ſo call'd) nor ſo =_ tc 

's 


" Serapbick Love. its I 
Gods Grace, as the more Quarrelſome 
Writers of their Party, have given the 
more eager Diſputants of ours, occaſj- 

| onto reproach them; were perhaps no 
- 8 difficult rask to manifeſt , if my haſte 
would give me leave. Thar the Ar- 
miynians own theFreeneſſe and Unmeri- 
| tednefſe of Gods grace , The Remon- 
$' ſirancs *Confeſsion , and Apology, are * ehecidlh 
"|| very carcfull ro ſatisfic the Werld. Res 
$0 Andev'n the Soctrians , (how prope 
-$ rouſly, I determine not) are not a lit- 
tle, nor un-induſtriouſly follicitous to 
free their Erroneous Dodtrine of Juſti- 
fication , from the obje&ed guile of irs 
tendency ro draw the Imbracers of it 
to Sacrifice to therr own Nets , and 
thank themſclves for their Fxlicity 3 
Which brings into my mind a paſlage, 
that I lately read in one of the chief 
tok modern Up-holders of that Sea, 
| Schlichtizgtus, Who is wont,in my op1- 
| nion , where his Subje& will beare it, 
to diſcourſe as Fairly and as Rarionally 
as almoſt any Writer, that I have met 
with of his Per{wafton 8 and who la- 
# bours to reconcile Soctizw his Dofrine 
with the Freenefſe of Gods Grace , by 
| Conſiderations 5 which, not to 1njure 
f him , Iiſhall preſent you wirh in his 


[2 owne 
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owne words, —— eAil vetundendam 
cero (ayes he, diſputing againſt the 
Learned cHerſmerus) arrogantiam ju$ti- 
ficatorum, & ne dicant ſe metuiſſe Gratt- 
am, non e # neceſſe, ſervum in homine arbi- 
triuminducere;uon debet Uirtus tollt ut tol- 
latur arrogantia, Sufficit, 1,9uodnec telle 
nec perſitere puſſint ntſt Din voluntatem 
excitet @ tires augeat 2. © Puod edy que 

diuuns adjuti wribus fatiunt , nullo mae 

dignitate & pretio divine gratia reſpon- 

deant ,ſed enfinito intervallo ab ea abſint. 

Nay , though the modern and'degene- 

rate Jewes be, upon the Score of being 

che great Patrons of mans Free-will, 

not cauſleſly efteem'd the great Oppug- 

ners of Gods Free grace; yet both trom 

their famous Rabbi , and my learned 
Acquaintance CMeroſſah Ber Iſrael, and 

from divers others of their moſt cmi- 

nent Writers, has the truth ſometimes 

extorted Confeſsions ,, which though 

made upon Erroncous grounds, 'were 

not very far ſhort of Orthodox, To 

which purpoſe I remember , that a 

Jewifhprofcfſour of Hebrew , ( who 

aſſiſted me in my ſtudies of that myſte- 
r10us tongue ) being, as the reſt of his 
Nation, an eager and peremptory 

Champion of Free-will, conceiv'd that 

even 
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Seraphick, Love, | 
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even that Liberty', which-to us ſeems - 


leaſt roIndebt men to their Creatour, 
did tranſcendently oblige him unto 
God. For, one day that we were pri- 
vately and freely diſcourling together 
of matters of Religion , he told me , he 


| thoughtMen ow'd more to Gods Good- 


neſſe , then the very Angells do, For, 
ſaid he, whereas God, without any 
good work of theirs , but purely our of 
his Goodnefſe, conferr'd on them that 
bleſt Condition, they -enjoy ; by gl- 
vingMan a freeWillby the goodUle of 
which he mayGlorifie his Maker,when 
by Abuſing it, 'tis in his power to Diſ- 
honour him, he allows man that high- 
eſt Satisfaion,a nd Priviledge of Co- 
operating to his owne Felicity. 

And now, Ltndamor, we are arrived 
at the laſt Property , which quality's 
God the fitreſt Obje& for our Love, 
which is,the Advantagrouſnes of His to us 
both in che Preſent & the FutureLite. 
And firſk ev'n in this World we owe 
God nolefle thenAll rhe goods we pol- 
ſefle, we owe him both What we have 
and That we are: for we may truly {ay 
of God with the Pſalmiſt, 7 zs be, the: 


4 
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bath made us, and not we our ſelves, Anh >: 
lo like v. 3 


we were not onely in his hands, fo 1: 
L 3 654 J 
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| Iſa, 64, 8. clay in: the Potter's z thathe might have 
made us any thing ; but we were fo 
purely that I from whence we 
were extraged , that He, ( if-he had 
plea['d) for ever might have left us to 
our firlt Nothing. His Love is the 
Originall and Fountain-bleſsing ; all 
the reſt are but as Pipes ( and Inſtru- 
ments ) to convay it, and ſerve but to 
hand it to us, Your Wit wins you ap- 
plauſe , Your Induſtry heaps you up 
Ircaſures 3 be it granted, But whoſſ. 
gave you that Wir > and did both Give 
and Proſper that - boaſked Induſtry, 
Certainly , God as much Gives us all 
the goods,we Poſſeſle, as he, that gives 
a b-gger a Thouſand Pounds , gives 
him the Cloaths and Meat and all the 
Bravery, it helps him to. But, befides 
theſe more obvious Preſents of Gody - 
Bounty, we enjoy other Effe&s of his 
Goodnefſe , which though by the 
Cuſtomarineſle of their being poſleſſed 
they prove lefle Conſpicuous, than the 
other ; yet grow no lefſe Priz'd, whet 
the VVant or Loſs of chem,make us ſen 
ſible of the true value of them, Ha 
I the leiſure, Lindamor , to lead yor 
thoughts with me to the Galleys, -ani 
fow:you there thoſe wretched Capſ 
tive 


tive, that are chain'd to the Oars they 
at, and though expoſ'd toall the 
cries and Hardſhips of a Tempeſiu- 
ous Sea, have oftentimes cauſe given 
chem by their Barbarous Uſage aſhore, 
to fear the Occan leſſe then any Port 
ſaveDecath, Could draw for you the 
Curtains of fick and dying men , and 
open to you that ſad Scene,where ſome 
pine and languiſh away by Diitem- 
pers,that deprive them of all the Joyes, 
Advantages, and ( what is more conſi- 
ed. es of life, before they eaſe. 
them oflife it {elfe ; others Breathe, ra- 
ther then Live,perpetually Tormented 
either with tir Difcalcs or Phyſick 
to protrat a wretched Life , upon 
tearms that turn it into a Trouble: And 
others ſtrugling with the rude Pangs of 
Death, are yet perchance lefſe rormen- 
red by Them, then by the {ad Proſpe&t 
of their former Life, and the remem- 
brance of thoſe Criminall pleaſures, 
whech yet it perhaps  leſſe troubles 
them , that they muſt now fore-gee » 
thes that they once enjoyd them. 
{ Should I, L:zdamor, bring you into Hoſ- 
pitalls, and ſhow you there the various 
q Shapes of Human Miſery,and how ma- 
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"ny Souls) fairowly lods'd (it Timay fol 
ſ Seak' 10 BY hit bodies, for 
their eatthen Corrages moulder awayſ 
to Duſt; thoſe miſcrable perſons by 
the loſſe- of one Limb after another, 
ſurviving- but Part of Themſelves, anc 
living to ſee themſelves Dead anc 
Buri'd by piece-meal, Should 1, ro dif 
patch, L:indamor, ſhow you all theſe 
vcrall Companies of Mourners,that al 
moſt make up Mankind,and diſcloſe tof 
you how copious ſhowers of Tears dc 
almoſt every where water (nor to ſay 
overflow ) this vale of Miſeries ; Youſſ 
would perchance ſec cauf to think,thartſk 
God's brivarive may contend with his 
Poſitive Favours; and that you owe 
little leffe for what you are Not, then 
for what you Are, to thar diſcrimina- 
ting Mercy of his, to which alone you 
owe your Excmption from miſcrics 
as greatas the Bleflings it conferrs on 
; Cor.q.7.you : For, ' who maketh thee tordiffer 
is a Queſtion, that may be as we 
askt in reference to our externall, a 
ro our Spirituall Condition, VWhach 
znvites me ro mind you, L:ndamoer, that 
yo are yet more engag'd to Gods 
Lovc, for Profe&ing you from thoſe 
proſle Vices, that Disfigure moſt mens 
| | minds, 
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Serabba yo p 
ofimitids, than from choſe lcfſe Dange- 
erous, though more reſented, Di. 
yſicaſes that Diſtemper their Bodyes. 
For, Ambition, Luſt, Avarice, Re- 
rſvenge> and ev*nthar vain Converſati- 
don which young” Gentlemen are'gene- 
JFrally pleai'd to rhink ſo Innocent, are 
[Frcally more Formidable and pernici- 
-Fous Diſeaſes andCalamities,than thoſe 
efthat reduce men to take Phyſick, or 
offthruſt them into Hoſpitalls. To e- 
ince the truth of which Paradox, I 
y hope I ſhall not need to mind you of 
ufjjudging of the Dangerouſneſſe of Diſ- 
teaſes by the Nobleneſſe of the part af- 
isc&ed,fince I can tell you, that He that 
eficannoterre, ſeems dayly to juſtifie our 
nJAſertion , by infliRing Sickneſſe and 
-f[the ſharpeſt ourward Calamities on 
uſſhis own Deareſt Children, ro preſerve 
s,fthem from the Contagion of Sinne, or 
nfCure'them of the unfilial habitudes 
of it; And therefore, fince, when we 
Ilſee a tender Mother apply a painfull 
158 Cauſtick to the neck of her Favorite- 
hJElnfant, threatned by the Apoplexie;we 
arfiſcruple not to conclude that ſhe thinks 
Isthe trouble of an Iſſue an Evill infe- 
ſe friour to Convulſion-firs. So when we 
15 {ce 
$3 
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ſce our Heavenly Father ſend Infirmi 
ties and Croſſes to reſcue thoſe he 
Loves from the Contagion or the Do- 
minion of Sinne z we may ſafely con- 
clude, he thinks AﬀMi&ion a leſſe Evillf 
thanGuil he is roo Wiſe and in 
dulgent a Phyſirian toCure with a Re 
medy. worſe than the Diſeaſe. In the 
8th of Deateronomie there is a Cautiot 
iven the 1ſraelites, leaſt Proſperi 
Cich 15 wont (—haahoygr yy: = ac 
at makes men Forget all, but cheur 
Oy nn of then 
- 8. ſay in his heart, A4y power andthe migh 
of my hand bath gotten me this We 
But « ſaith the Text ) they ſhall rer 
ber bhe Lord thetr God : for it ts be, that gt 
veth them power to get wealth, Ir 15 
not the revolting 1ſraelites onely , off 1 
whoſe Ignorance of his Bounty Goc 
may complain as he did by the Pro 
phet,by whom he ſaid,7 taught Ephras 
to go taking them by their armes , but the 
knew not, that T healed them: and there 
are but too many, of whom he might. 
ſay, as he did by the ſame Prophet; 
Hoſ. 1.8, For [he did not know that I gave ber Cor 
has and Wine, and Oyle, and multply'db 
S1luer, and ber Gold, which they preper 


«for Baal : Therefore will I return and take 
way my Corn in the time thereof, and my 
V1me tn theSeaſon thereof 5 and will reco- 
ver my Wool and my Flax given to cover 
Wer Nakedneſſe, And this will make 
Fay for the Deſign I had to recom- 
nend the Advantagiouſneſſe of Gods 
YLove, by ſaying, That as for Spirituall 
Goods; he gives us 16 this life ſq rich 
yg=n Earneſt of expeQed Joyes, that ev'n 
the Earneſt is a Stock large enough to 
Yſubſiſt with Comfort on, and really 
out-values and tranſcends all thoſe 
 Momentary Pleaſures, it requires us ro 
forſake, to keep up a Title ro Eternall 
ones, But to particularize God's mer- 
74 cies to us in This very life, would cer- 
15 tainly take up a conſiderable part of 
ol it ; And yetthe Love, God bears us, 
dyes not with us, nor doth (as mens 
fic&ions YJ-cither endure a Funerall 


in our Tombs, or ſurvive onely in an 
uſeleſſe Grief (or an Eſteem as boot- 


I Icfſe: ) No, Gods Love is ſo far from 
J reſembling the uſuall ſort of friends, 
who, when they have accompanied 
us totheGrave,doThere leave uszthar, 
like the Angells, that carried Lazarus 
Soul to 4brd, 
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ams boſome, its Officioul- L1 
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neſs begins then moſt to Appear, whe#*< 
our mp es are Clof'a: ot | 
Traeſt to the beloved Soul, when (1 
Forſakes the Body, giving each bleſk; 
Saint cauſe to ſay of God, what Ny 
Rutbz. mm; did of Boaz : That, He bath not |; 
res off bis kindneſſe to the Liuing, and to i 
1 John 3, Dead, Now, indeed(ſays our Saviourſf 
2. Favorite ) are we the Sonxs of God, ani 
it doth not yet appear what we ſhall beF. 
but we know, when be ſball appear, we ſha: 


be like him, This bleſt ExpeQance m 
be now my Theme, becauſe the na 
row Limits, which my Deſign hatF' 
plac't to this Diſcourle,(of theAdvan 
a_ accruing from Gods Love 
WI 


| leave no more room untaken ul, 


by Heaven. | 
s 19+ ButzLindamor, before I proceed te 
ſer forth to you the Greatneſle of the' 
Feliciry re{erv'd for us in Heaven; IF 
will, I fear, be requiſite to mind yo 
of the Lawfullneſſe of having an Eyd 
on jt. For many notundt wel ; 
applauded Preachers, have of late bin 
lcat'd ro' reach the people, rhat te 
F ope torHeaven 1s aMcrcerarp nd | 
and r}:crefore Unfiliall Aﬀetion, In-F 
cc, ro hope for Heaven, as Wages 
tor 
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oo: Wark pertorm'd,orby way of Me- 
t> in theproper and ſiri& Acception 


Þf chat tcarm, were a Preſumption , to 
hich none of 


| the Divines, we diſſent 
om, can be too much an Enemie, nor 
/ Moan Þ $4 1d , SC 

xerhaps more ſo, thenl am., But to 
qe Tn ; | : 
Wake in Gods Bleſſings among the Mo- 
ives of Loving God, is but to do as he 


8 bath beard my woyce, and my Supplica= 
' oY LA 43 , 
 $'0xs 5 and to-look upon the Joyes of 
eaven , to comfort and ſupport us in 
Wl bardſhips and lofſes,to be undergon 
our Journey thitherward, is to imi- 
ate. no worſe a man than CAMoſes, of 


p 


1 eproach of Chriſt greater riches, than the _ 

Þ reaſures in AEgypt: fer he bad refpeft, or 
$urned his Eye onyGtine, wnto the recom- 
ence of the reward. Itis indeed, Linda- 
7; a happy Frame of mind,to be, able 
$2 love God purely for Himſclf, with- 

Þut any Glance at our own Advanta- 
4 es, But though, I dare nor deny, 
hat 1t is poſſible to attain to ſv High 

and difintereſs'da kind of Love, yet Tl 

hink, chat that Excellency ſuppol'd 
\_ fo be Vouchſaf'd ro ſome men, is nor 
-Þy the Scripture Exaced as a Duty 
from 


1 
rc 
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OT 


Wid, who {aid, I love the Lord , becauſe, Pal. 116. 


hom it is ſaid, that he eFeemed the Hcbr. 11, 
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from All men. Were allthe'recom 
pence of Piety of a worldly Natur 
and to be Here receiv'd, the Aiot 
invited to, by the Intuition of it, mig 
paſſe for Mercenary. But when Heaſ 
ven is chiefly hoped for, as it. will ad 
mit us unto the Fruition of God him 
ſelf in Chriſt,and that the Orher Joys 
expected there are fo farre from bi 
of a Senſual or Worldly nature, "thi 
they are known not to be atrainabl 
till by Death the Senſes and Bodydf 
themſelves and all the meerly Anim: 
Faculties be aboliſht 3 for a Heaven 
confider'd, I ſay, to forgo readily al 
the Pleaſures of the Senfes, and un{ 
dergo cheerfully all the Hardſhips an 
Dangers, that are wont to attendF 
Holy life, is, L:»damer, ſuch a kind 
Mercenarineſle,as none,but a refignedf 
Noble, and believing Soul, is likely t 
be guilty of, If I ſhould ſay, rhafpc 
Fear it ſelf , and even the feare of Heli 
may be one [uſtifiable Motive of Meng 
Ations,though I ſhould propoſe, whaſ 
thoſe 1 am reaſoning with, woulF 
think a Paradox; yet I ſhould perp® 
haps hold forth therein no morg® 

Hebr, 4; #Þ4n the Scripture does, Let us thereJ? 

r, 


for 


Serephick Love. 
1hfore fear f faies the A the He- 
Frews, 4 promiſe herng left ws of en- 
ering "4. bis re#, any of ns "403 
ſbort of it. And no lefſe eminent 
aÞ Herauld of the Goſpell;than St. Pawl, 
Fravgaical gti LegaitSpirs, 
"8 V icall again e Spirte 5 
e#1us Srofeflert of himſelf, : rome 
107 body, and bring it into Subjefiron, teſt * Cor. 9: 

ty axy means, when Hhave preach*d to o- *7* 
Sbevs, I my ſelf ſbouldbbe a caſt-away. And 
etwas not to Slaves or Hirelings, thar 
hrift directs this Admonition ; 7 ſap 

; you » my Friends, Be zot afraid of Lu. 1s 

þbern that kill the Body, and after that have+, 5. 
Til more that they can doe : But 1 nillfor- 
n$#4r-» you whom you ſball fear, Fear bim, 
1 $bich after he hath k:ilFd, bath power to 
off aſt into Hell ; Tea, I ſay ante you'( a ge- 
mination, which the preſent Contro- 
iQ1erfie ſhews, not to have been Caulſe- 
afſ}eſle) Fear Hem, Where the paraphraſe 
elflgiven of God, is not barely Deſcriptive 
nout Ratiocinative ( to borrow 'thoſe 
1aſtcarms..of rhe Schools )informing ' us 
11Jnor only VVho we ſhould,.and fhould 
erfJnotiear: but Why,we ſhould fear the 
rgone' and” not the'orher. As when Sr, 
1:4 Paul ſayes, 1 know-'whom I have __ 
on E 
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: Pee, 4, DEMEARNS What manner of Perſon, hoy 
ty. Faithfull:(as:St. Peter clſewhere calls 
God ).: aud how Omnipotent : © waence 
immediately he adds, . And 1 am: per- 
os 1 ſwaded; that be is able to keep thats: bitch 
: I have committed uito him. agatnſt thi 
day.'': More Texts of the ſame Import 
mightbe added,'if:the Deſign of thoſe 
already alledg'd:were other, than. tc 
Facilitare the Admiſſion of the more 
Plaufible truths. we havebeen make. 

ing out, and which to us ſeems weryf ; 
cleerly held forth in thoſe and the lik] 
Scriptures, which ' are therefore cited i 

'out of the new Teſtament, thar' they 
might.have the greater authority with 2 

Phil. 2, One ſort of our Antagoniſts. 1: preſſe; 
x4. toward the mark for- the prize of thehight o 
Revel.z:: alling of God in Chriſt, Jeſus. Bleſſed ar 
14. they, that do his Commandements that theyS 
may: bave right tothe Tree of Lafe,” and 7 

may enter tn through the Gates #rto theps 

| Tim, c, Cty, Laying up 1" fore for themſelues 4B 
19. good Foundation agatnſt the time ta come$g: 
thet they may lay hold of - Eternall-lsfeJor 

om.?. To them who. by patient Continuing iti 
4 well-doing, | ſeek for ( &rs51 ) Glory | andto 
Honor,and Immortalityzeternal Life: Andi 

of Chriſt himſelf, whoſe-love 'to' Godſde 
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is queſtionſcflc Filiall and unequal- 
lable, *ris ſaid, looking unto Joc the Heb, x2. 3 
ef} Auibor and Finiſher of our Faith, who for 
| the Joy that was ſet Lefore him endured 
the Cruſe, deſpiſ"d the ſhame, ' ard ts ſet 
down at the right hana of the Throne of 
God, Nor (cc I, why it ſhould be Un- 
| filiall for a Child of God to further 
of che Raiſing of choſe Paſſions,which his 
ﬆ Heavenly Father intends to have rail'd 
4 in him, upon the ſame Grounds and 
| Mottves, that God is plcaf'd to imploy 
J ro Excite them. ' And ſince the Scrip- 
ture ſeems plainly to invite our Hopes 
yIÞy recording St. Pauls having ſaid, _ 
Euery man that ſiriueth for the maſtery 1s aig Yo 
temperate in all things; now they do it 10 
obtain 4 corruptible Crown, but we an in- 
corruptible : And by repreſenting our 
Saviour himſelf as {aying in one place, 
2a Refoyce, and be exceeding glar; for great Mar.g 11, 
bars your reward in Heaven: In another, 
Be thou fatthfull unto Death, and 1 will X*v-2.10, 
fot ue thee a Crown of Life; And in divers 
egothers, ſpeaking to the like purpoſe : 
#ince, I ſay, the Scripture ſeems thus 
z4to Allure our Hopes, Would it not be 
kind. of accuſing ir of an apcneſle ro 
Adelude and cnſnare us, To rcach thar 
pt propolcth us the powerfulleſt Ob- 

| K jects 


Seraphick, Love. 
jets to Incite our paſſhons, 1t ir be ſin- 
full rochcriſh and harbour thePaſhons 
naturally belonging to thoſe Objeds. 
And certainly, Lizdamor, {ince God, 
who as our Creatour knows the Frame || 
and Conſtitution of mans Soul, incom- 
parably better than he himſelfez is I 
pleas'd ro deal with our 1H and 
our Fears, to engage us to his Service: 
Ic vcry ii] becomes Us, either to quare 
rell with his Methods of working on 
our Spirits , or to reje& any help ,I* 
which he has been pleas'd to afford t 
a piery., which, for ought ever I could}? 
obſerve, docs cv'n in the Beſt men findF 
reſiſtance  gnough to keep any HelpFF 
that can be imploy'd to promote 1t 
jirom being Superfluous. And truely, F* 
the animating or diſcouraging Inf 
fluence,that Hope or the Waar of iris 
wont to have upon our Indeavours,|* 
makes me my apprehenſive, that fihce}* 
the enlivning hopes of Heaven are not 
ablc ro make moſt mens Endeayoursf 
other than veryLanguid,the forbidding} 
thoſe ſupporting hopes would ſoon 
weaken and decreaſe our EndcayoursF* 
into none at all. - | , | 

- © Bur, Lirdamor,though I may perhaps 
FERN have taken ſome Prins in ud ik: 
oft» [* 
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Controverſiall Divinity, yer take ſo 

little' Pleaſure in writing: of it, that 
chough n6r only a Seaſonable Duty to 

| rdth,bur Neceſſary one to'the enſue- 

ing part of this Diſcourſe, have preſſ'd 

me to'ſcrve in rhis cauſe; yer I ſhall 
perhaps obrain Your pardon ſooner 

than my own, for having thus lon 
ſuſpended the elayring, ro you of 

the «Advantagrouſneſſe of Guds love to 
us, as it gives us Here a Right, and wail 
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J[Hereafter givs us Admiſſion ro Heaven, 
Heaveri, the bright Seat of ſo much 

4 Ihappineſs;-chat we ſhall ſcarcely count 
p amongſt our J6yes, that Heaven is the 

Pear of them : There the Excellency of 

, he poſſeſſed Geods , ſhall as much diſ- 

- Þppoint our ExpeQations ,” as in other 

s ruicions, the Emprineſle is wont todo. 

[ſhe Apoſtle tells us,* That Eye hath 708 

eter, nor Ear heard , neither have entyed ' Cor.1.9 
rho che beart of Han, the things which 

-5050d bath prepar d for them that love Him, 

opuch pure refin'd Delights', nor onely 

nÞ90p not unto Senſe, but are ſtblime 
-«Fnough ev'n to tranſcend Imagination, 

hen Fancy hath form'd and ſhap'r 

Ds c peffcctell Ideas,that its abſtractions 

ickan make, of Bleſſedneſſe 3 our owne 

\- ſhore happy Experiences of greater, 

1 K 2 muſk 
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muſt diſabuſe us , wheh we come tofſ y 
Heaven, which is a Soyle, whoſe Fruit-|, 
tulneſle is ſo confin'd to Joy , that evnſh 
out Nifappointmenrs and miſtakes ſhalſ;; 
there. contribute to our 'Happineſle;ſhy 
which doth ſo much partake of his Im-flc 
menſity, whoſe Gift 1t is , that you ſeeſ(; 
the Apoſtle gives it a Negative De-JA 
ſcription : and ro create in us Apprefiin 
hentions, underogatory from what weſhj 
ſhall poſſeſſe , not onely removes ourſkr 
thoughts from all we Do Enjoy,but exec 
alrs tnem above all that we Can Fancyar 
At which way of proceeding, that you 
may. the lefſe wonder , L:ndamor ; befry 
pleatl'd to conſider , that in Heaven ourfr, 
Facultics ſhall not onely be Gratify'dþe 
with ſuitable and acccprable Objeatsþ 
bur ſhall be* Heightn'd and Enlarg'dg 
and conſcquently our Capacities ol 
happinefle,as wall Encrea[l'd as FilVd; 
A child not yet relcal'd out of the 
homely Priſon of the Womb , cannot 
there poſſibly frame Ideas of thoſe de 
lights, which will be afforded him b 
the pleaſing Noiſes and the glictering 
Objects, that will preſent rhemſelve 
to him after his Birth., And the ſamg 
Child whil'ſt he continues in his Nonk, 
age , though he may with delight lookfo 

vpoh 
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vpon Emblems finely drawn and Pain- 
ted, and may take ſome pleaſure in be- 
holding the near and furprizing' Cha- 
grafters,and floriſhes of aGreek'and He- 
brew Bible, curiouſly Printed',” yet he 


{cannot then Imagine che Pleapre , the 
- 19 


lame Objefs will afford Him, ; when 
| Age and Study ſhall: have ripen'd and 

inſtrued his FntelleQualls, 4nd made 
Shim capable both of, Undetftanding, 
andRelliſhing the excellent Moralitics, 
ouch'd in thoſe ingenious Emblems, 
42nd the profound and ſaving Myſteries, 

wherewith that divine Book,the Scrip? 
Frure , eſpecially in its- Original! 


agcligious Peruſer, appear repleniſhr, 


13 


ongues , does to an Intelligent and 


Puch a double advantage , Lindamor, ' 


, among others, the Admiſſion into Hea- 
wen brings thoſe, to whom chat bleſſin 

s vouchſaf'd: for, beſides that Ser of 
DbjeAs, ( it I may fo ſpeak ) ſo New 
Bd fo Peculiar ro Heaven , that their 
Jdea's could never enter into mens 
Fhoughts before their Admiſhon there ; 
Weſides this, I ſay , our then enlarg'd 
(Capacities will enable us ev'n in Oþ- 
gJeas > which were not altogether U- 
"known to us before, to diſcern things 
Formerly Undiſcern'd , and- derive 
IN K 3 thence 


* thence * bo and greater 4,00 | 
ow 5 APs Debigh t5, Wen de PFs Linel* r 
entiotung the 

vt ) lu ria x CLE os - 
or RN frow j a Theme-as mu, ucbl, 
above 'y Praiſes as the Heaven eyl; h 
nr ihjoy Yai is a Shevegar Heads. For: 

h ſuch Expreſsions may 6M 

ſarnewhat tumid and aſpiring; anc dfirf. 
ter much for opg, that Celehrares, ther n 
for one, that but Aſſerts : yet ANBRE| Ml 
ſcruple, to uſe Secming Hypcr 
the mention of Felicitics, w ih nk by 
che higheſt Hyperboles bur Secming| 
ones ; For theſe Joys, Lindamor,are lik 
the Stars of Heaven which by reaſoi 


of our Remoteneſſe from them a appr; 
'extreawly Little , rhoy ugh really 


themſelves 'they are ſo Vaſt, that 
I-fe than he largeſt, is by: Ooh 
Greater then the biggeſt Obje& upo 
Earth , nay then the hole Earth 4: 
ſelfe. And therctare , as if I were t 
take you with me to contemplate this. 
Planets » 1 would ſhow you they. 
through ſuch a Teleſcope, as by great 
ning thoſe bright Objecs in compar! 
fon of whit to the gs in Fomparh 
appcar , doth ſomewhar A the Di 
ads antape of Remorenefle , «0d thay h 
TnCctT 


( 
T | 


Setaphick Live. 
chem with leſſe DetraCtion from their 
| erue Magnitude ; So mentioning to you 
the Feliciries of Heaven ; I think it nor 
| Unlawfull, of Improper, to endeavour 
repreſentarions, erihſcending whar 
| they Appear, to'give you Notions lefſe 

Jitferiour to what they Are. 

4 © In Heaven, thenywe ſhall taſt Happi- 
Yoeffe eriough; th enable us ro reific 
oe {wn of it : We may there be 

how to Name and Rate all 

date that will Concenter in- 
othe | Feliciry © we ſhall poſleſle ; 
rich ſhall be rhere made np of the 
»1fluence \Perfetion;and Perperuity 
pf all true Joy es for , Heaven will 


ake ns Hap FN  y not 8. Philoſophy 
o ) by 


- preterds to the C Confricment, 
gpet' by the Fruitton of our Deſires: 
chſhall nemher' Fail in the Choice 
pf fie Objeas ;' not Miſſe of the En- 
fannie of them 3 bur be, borh uner- 

be ly Juſt;and infallibly Accomptiſh'r: 
vrhie formier of which properties (as 
q wr chen Reftify*d'reafon wil conſider 
) we (hall chink our ſelves hap- 
y ; wn yet) than in'the'latter, We ſhall 
: ere Reſemble the'Saints we here Ad- 
nire, and ſhall not onely ſee and be like 
-Fhioſe pious Worthies , whoſe vertues 
K 4 Eclipſe 
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136 Seraphick. Love. 
Eclipſe theirs, which.among the Hea« JB 
then Deity'd Ifle deſerving Heroes JH 
thoſe-cxccllent Perſons that did as well I v« 
Ennobles as Inſtru& Mankind,giving,us [| 
caule to Glory,and toBluſh that we are i 
Men , and whoſe Stories have the-un-Þ) 
parallel'd Honour gf being recorded by JW 

inſpired Pens ; Thole Speriis, I ſay; of I 

Heb. 12, juſt men made perfe , as the Scripmre |Þ! 

23. rermsthem , ſhall be;opr Conſtaneand JM 

familiar Company, into, whoſe bleſſed fo 

Society we (hal not onely. be Welcome, 

bur Encreaſe it. In: Heaven, we ſhall Ja 

have a bleſt and familiar. Converſati.Jm 

on with thoſe ſame glorious Spirits] W 

whoſe Nature doth .inveſt them with 

ſuch a Luſtre, thar all the Niſadyan-|ſc 

rage of their Diſguizes, when they Ap» | 4 

prar torus, doth, ſcarce ſuffice to con-|E 

fine our. Raptures to -Reſpe&ts below |! 

Tdolatry, and darken them into, Ob- ic 

jets for our Wondcr, not Adoration, |: 

Tizere we ſhall ſee (.a fight worth: dy-|it 

ing for ) chat Bleſſed Saviour,of whom |P 

the Scripture does ſo Much and ſo Ex- | v 

cellently entertain us, and who having] vj 

done and ſuffer'd ſo much for us,, does | 16 

ſo highly deierve of us both upon the] f1 

ſcore of his Infinite PerfeQions, and] te 
ppon the account of his Ineſtimable] tl 
Benefits, 


SeraphitkLove. Iz7: 
Benefits. - Yes, there ſhall we ſee that 
Holy.and Divine Perſon, who when he _ 
{vouchſat'd (as: his Favorites Diſciple F9x1e- 
Iſpeaks)to to prich bes: Text among us,and y nal 
dw il with menon Earch,-to fir them Joh: r. 14. 
fÞy;his Merits and! Example todwell 
[with him ia Heaven, did{oadmirably _. 
mize an awefull Majeſty withan hum- 
ble.Meckneſle, and the afſum'd Infir-. 
Imities of his humane Nature with the 
-[ſcafonable Coruſcations of his'/Divine; 
expreſſing in his whole life, ſo Perſe& 
.Jand;Exemplary'a Vertue, and'yer ſo +: -.” 2 
much-Sweernefle and Genileneſſ:, tO- of | 
\| wards thoſe Afpirers:to it, that were ::.- 
the moſtShorr of it,that the Jews them- 
| ſelves could-ſlay of him , That. be' bad 
| done ail things well- ; 'and his very 
| Enemies, that were imploy'd to ap- 
zend, him;as a MalefaRour,: con- 
| icfſfd. ro thofe, that ſent them, That 
never man ſpake like him, And his Apo- 
[itles,; who had moſt Opportunity ro 
Pry narrowly-into his Actions, and 
| were of*a Condition and Breeding 
\ery unlike to infuſe into ther Hero- 
| ick-Reſolutions , did, in Spight of the 
| frequent Reproofs their _— extor- 
| ted. from: him, and of the Hardſhips 
| that. attended his Service, think evin 
Death 


Joh.9.46. 


A q FP 1 p 5” » 53 — 
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Death it ſelfe in hisCompaiy, more] / 
Elegible, then Life led otit of it ; Lee ” 
Jah.r1a® gÞo oo that we with him, 1 ſay 
cv the dr ull Thomas, ro hs fe | 
OW- IPICS. y Linder, vi we 
there ſee we = of, God, not in'that : 
11. 2.,, Form of a Servant, which he put on 
Phil, 2. 9. $ 
thar he might Suffer for-us, and exer- 
ciſe his Prieftly and Propherick Pun- : 
&ions here below; but in char Regall | * 
Stare and Condition, which pens, to © 
him by vertue of his Kingly office, on ; 
6 
| 
( 
| 
| 


Rey, 19. whoſe ſcore he'is tyF'd 7 the 
16, ture, King of Kin bl Lord of Loval, 
March.zs All power or auchoriry bei ng ( as hm- 
is, Afelfipeaks)given Him both? in Heaven'| - 
| and in Earth, And how  Nobly atten- 
ded may we ſuppote this Divine Mo: 
narch to be in his Exalted Condition | : 
in Heaven, 'when in his ſtare of Humi- | : 
 ];jation on Earch, whilſt he was inthe 
VVilderneſfe among che wild Beaſts, | 
the Angells are recorded to have | 
miniſtred-unto him; and, whilfthe lay | 
{warh'd'in a homely manger, the mul-'|_ 
tirade of the Caeleftial hoſt were heard 
to folemnize his. miraculous Birch 
according to thar paſſage of the wti« 
ten co the Mebrews, When. be bringeth tn 
Heb, 8.6. the fir # begotten 11to the world ( be por 
A 


Mar.1, 1g 
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ud let all the ells morſhi 
Paws And yet 2” + = 
Noble Cxexenres: thoſe Floopacrjal 
Oi gene call'd Ang are, that 
EEE cm in Onomk neat iy 
by tone hog ouricore ©” 
men, 1n te bl +55 
'S impious C amp. A nd ſo 
| = ajeſly, and Superiority, docs 
| thel Ir INATUTe give chem, in reference 
) 24 "a fo the he emjnencel of Mevralls 
at, when rhe undaunte 
| boldly. challeng'd one of them, thar 
| appear'd to _ in the likeneſſe of a 
n,and demanded, Whom he was 
Hor morn be Faew bin ro be an Angel 
u e {uppol'd im to be chat 
ry Meſſiah, who is elſewhere 
| call'd the «Angell of the Covenant, as It pal, z. r. 
| 5, in, the Originall, and in the ſame 
Text, the Hard) alrers his Addreſſc 
unto . into ive one, 
What ſaith. my. bord unto. his Servant "v4 


and.cy'n wile and holy Dae! him- 
{el who was:the et pexſon of the 
orld for Powes, and the. Firſt for 
much nobler | eo Widows and 
Underhandin who, ſaw ſo many 
(70ve ==, valk Provinces, and 
Profcfſours 4p admired Magick, infe- 


riour o 


Seraphick Love. | 
riour tg himſelf, yer confeſſes to theſſf: 
Angell, that appear'd to him, That heJ*< 
' was 'confounded and diſanimared arfji 
| his preſence, and addes, How can'thel 
Dan, 19. Servant of this my Lord, talk with this my tl 
W- Lord, Wemay ſafely therctore expe&[® 
that 'we.ſhall then behold our Saviour 
not in thoſeDiſguiſes, which disfigur'dIP. 
himin their Eyes, that only con{1der'dfP 
his Sufferingsz bur in. that triumphant 
Condition, wherewith 'they are now 
Rewarded. The Thorns of Ms (now 
no moreGalling,butAdorning)Crown 
will appear upon that radiant Head 
of His, morcglorious, than thoſe of 
Exod 3.2 *hE flaming Buſh, wherein God a 
pear'd to Afſes. And we ſhall not 
ſee,that deſpicable forme, which made 
the Prophet ſay ( perſonating” .the 
Gencralirty of the Jewiſh Nation'con+ 
temporary with the Meſſias ) —— 
Iſs, 53. 2. He bath no Form, noy Comelineſſe, and 
when we ſhall ſee him, there is no Beauty, 
that we ſhould deſire brm, But we (hall 
ſee him Encompaſfd with ſo much 
Majeſty, and Shining with ſo much of 
his genuine Splendour - and Beauty, 
that * we ſhall deſervedly cſteem him 
Is. 9.6: N-phle, the admirable.” And our raviſht 
Souls thall by the more atrentive Con 
templation 
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| templation of him,bur find more cauſe 


eto imitate the Spouſe in Solomoxs my- 


tht ick Epithalamium 3 who having dwelt 
eupon the Beauty of the ſeverall parts, 
{that concurr'd to the accompliſhing 
z(the divine Bridegroom, cxclaims in an 

Epiphonema, very contrary to the Ex- 
{preſſion lately mention'd in the Pro- 
{Iphet, Hers altogether Deſres, or, by an 
ef Hebraiſm , Moft defirable , which our 
Engliſh renders, He is altogether love- 
015, His eyes will there appear,. as St. 
\| John repreſents them, of active Fire, 
| aod will into the willing Breaſts ct the 
cf Raviſht beholders(hoorFlames asPure, 
. Jas Holy, and as Deathleflc,as thoſe Fa- 
{chers of che Church, who beliey'd nor 
. the Angels altogether Tncorporeall, 
[may be ſuppos'd ro have concetved 
[the Seraphims to conſiſt of, Certainly, 
| {fince ( as the Scripture informs us ) tr 
ever entred tnto the Heart of Mav, 
what God has reſerUd in Heaven for 
thoſe that love him; That Glory can 
be but Impertealy exprefl'd by the 
{bare Epither of. Inconceivable, with 

which -God rewards the meritorious 

Suffcrings and Obedience of that Only 
[begotten Son of his love 3 For whole 

ſake, he is pleas'd ro confer pn ſo ma- 
wy 
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ny Thobſands' of men , unimaginabl 
Glories. He that vouchſafes evn © 

matiy of his Servants a briphrhe 

Dan,12.3 like that of thie Starrs, will fore com4 
municared more + es Luftre'to ch, 

Mal. 4.2. Sax of R/ghteouſneſſe 5 that Otily Son' 0 
His, whom 7 oborroy inſpir'd Expref. 

ſions Jhe hath appoynted Py of all gt 

Heb. 1. 2, by whott alſo bemiade the wor ldt: Who rt 


4 e brightneſſe of bis Glory, and the &x 
naps of 7 perſon, pee. abolding at 
things by the word bis power, when bel, 

yy 9 bumſelf purg'd our Stuns, fate down 3 
pers right hands the MajeRty on bigh,F.. 

Eph.r.21 fare dove all Priveigain, and Power, » 

and Migh gt, and Dominion, dud everyh.,. 

Ngmesthatss named nt onlyinthis world, 

Nee in that which'is tocomte; Thercby ex " 
alring him not onely above all and 
Princes and Potentares, but ev'/n'above}. 
the Higheſt Ordets of the Spirirs of the, 
Cooleſiial Hierarchie, 4 
F 22. Burapprehend nor, Lindamor, that, 
this ſu blitne Exalcation'of Chriſt will]. 
make'him Deſpiſe: the meatieſt of his] 1 
Saints, or diſdain” communion! wich'f., 
him ; For, St. Paul afſures us; Thathe 

was in the forms of God , whith he 
vouchſaf'd to rake upon him the” fornr| 
of a Servahr, to make us Pree; — 
c 


Serapbick Love. 
xc that condeſcended ſo far,and fioop'd 
o low, to Ipvite and Bring us to Hea- 
cn, will not refuſe us a gracious Re- 
Feprion there, In the dayes of his fleſh 
tc was pleas'd to own Lazarus, ev'in 
fo the Diſhonours of the Grave, and 
ouchlat'd him in that deſpicable 
ondition the Glorious Title of his 
Friend. And when he deſcended the 
Mount of Olives, all che loud Accla- 
| nations of the glad Multitude, that 

ung Hoſanngs's to him, and fixow'd his 


xIJrom Deploring, ev'n with Teares, Je= 
> Fuſalen's approaching Fate 3 and ex- 
)þrefing in che midſt of his Triumphs 
>þ Concern , for, the, very worſt and 
"Itubborneſt of his Enemies, And, leſt 
/ |: (bauld be thought, char he was thus 
* Foncern'd far worthleſſe Mortalls, on- 
 |y whilfk he ſhar'd and feltthe miſe- 
ics of their Condition; Give me leave 


, 0 obſerve, ta, you, Lindamor, that 
[ nmediately after, his ReſurreQion 
$Fybilk, the Senſe ofthe fuddenand un- 
1 Examp!'d Change of hisCondizion was 
© Freſh upon him;and.theRemembrance 
© bf. the: Apoſtles Ingratimmde in.defert- 
Ing him, almoſt as Recenyhe ſlicks not! 

ro 
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Hay with their Palms, theiz Vekments Lu, 19. 
2 their Praiſes, could not divert him 57-33-4 


C 14.4 ' Seraphit ? k Low Ve, 
ro give thoſe very Diſciples thar fory 
fo.k ttimzthe glorious Title, and thar { ' 
more''familiar one then we find hin} 
to have allow'd them on Earth, Of 
Mat. 28. bis Brethren ; and particularly ſhowy : 
'0- himſelf Sollicicous tor that Peter, who | 
Mar.16,7 #2 ſpight of all choſe empty Boaſts 
wherewith he not only ſeem'd to def * 
fie Death, bur Chriſts Predifion roof 1 
did not ofely Forſake his Maſter , bug : 
Deni'dhim. He can'in Heaven be ({ ! 
concern'd for his diſtreſſl”d membery." 
here on earth, that not onely he car £ 
take Notice of expiring Stephen, tho ? 
row char cloud of farall Stones, thay 3 
barter'd down his Priſon; and cany £ 
when Saul was perſecuting the vulgay ? 
Chriſtians, cry our _unto-him, Sauly 1 
AR. 9. 4, Saul, why-perſecuteſt, thou Me > as if Hey 4 
and thoſe,thatrLove him, were butOne] t 
In the 2* But in che meſſages, he ſends to thq 1 
a—_ Angels or Governours of the ſeven t 
ot the 4- Churches; he ſufficiently ' manifeſts] ! 
pc6)?1. Thar ſingle Chriſtians may be as par 1 
ticularly in his thoughts ,. as it- theyſ d 
had no 'other Obje& : His Greatneſle v 
will not make hisKindneſle lefſe 'Fami-] t 
liar, but only more Obligeing z He diff] 
dains-not ev*n after his Aſcenſion tc 
ſay 3 Behold, Iſftand at the door and knock 


: 
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if any 'maii hear my voyce, and open the Rev.z. 20 
'{ door, 1 will comein to him , and will ſup 
y ich bim, and be with me... That King, 
in che Parable, by whom Himſelfe 1s 
repreſented, is pleas'd himſelf ro wel- 
'come each Individual truſty Servant 
with a peculiar, Euge hone Styve3 And 
1n another Parable he {cruplecs nor, to 
repreſent the great Condeſcenfions 
and Familiaricy, wherewith the Lord 
ſhall 'remurierare the fairhfull and 
warchfull Setvants, by telling his Diſ- 
of ciples, Bleſſed are thoſe Seriants, whom 
'the Lord, "when be cometh , ſhall fndſo -, Ps 
watching Verily, I ſay unto youghart be ſhall 
gird bimſel fiand will make them to ſit down 
to meat, aud will come forth to ſerve them, 
Ac which Expreflion, you will the leſſe 
Admire, if you Conſider, thart' befides 
I that ir is Parabolicall, and probably 
qd Hyperbolicall,” and:therefore not to be 
talten (as thee Ptench ſpcak,/ab pied dee ls 
4 tettre) ina iti ſenſe 2 We find in the 
| Evangelicall*Story that our /Saviour 
diſdain'd not ro converſe familiarly 
© wich Publicans and Sinners, nor ev'n 
| to Waſh the Feet of his own Diſciples, 
4 And ſince he condeſcended to tuch 
L tamilia- 
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— a OE Oo WW" 


; 
1 
It 
| 
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familiarity to choſe frail Mortalls, ſo 
many of whom were apt to turne the 
Favours of God intoWant onneſle, we 
may the lefle admire his gracious Con- 
delccniions to thoſe, the Sinleflcneffe 
of whoſe Condition will keep them 
from turning his Vouchiatcments into 
any thing, bur Occaſions of Joy and 
Gratitude, Marvaile not, Lindamor, 
as at an Impertinencie, . that I appear 
ſo Sollicirous to poſi;ſie. you, with high 
Apprehcnſions of che ſuper-eminenr 
Dignity 'and Felicicy of our exalted 
Saviour And, that 1n the Lofricſt and 
moſt anpeene as Ng , the 
Scripture affords mc, 1 bave endca- 
vour'd to: make out ro yon, that the 
bright Suh. of Righteouſnefle 'is now 
rown uncapable uf ſuffcring Eclipſes, 
6 ſhines with unclouded; and une» 
quall'd S$plendour, and+that we ſhall 
in Heaven ( as the Writer to. the He- 
ileb. 2.9. brews ſpeaks ) ſe Jſus. who was maae 8 
8 bittle 23: for a ſhort while , &&V' Ti) 
lower than the Angells, fax the ſuffering of 
Death, cronu'd with Glory and Honony. 
For it will. make Heaven more Hea. 
ven to us, to find Him raigning there, 
who 
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who bath Suffer'd ſo much for us; and 
for whomigif we c're come thither, we 
(hall have ſo-awch Suffer'd, For, fince 
our Love will, as the reſt of our ſurvi- 
ving Graces  ; be perfe&ed;, and grow 
Compleat in Heaven ; The inecttablec 
Happineſſe of our Dear Redcemer , 
muſt needs bring an Encroaſe to ours, 
commenſurace to the Ardency of our 
Love for bim , and weſhall reliſh no 
Happineſſe more than That z which is 
therctore Ours, becauſe He is happy , 
and Suppoles in Him, whatit Conterrs 
gn Ls, Befides that, fincethe Regall 
Digntry, wheretn (as Mcdiator) he is 
Inftated, may make us owe our Salva- 
tion to his Sentence, as well as ro his 
Merits; Heaven it felf will beineftima- 
bly endear'd rous, by our Injoying ir 
upon his Account. I necd not tell you , 
what a value Lovers are wont to ſer 
upon theleaſt Favours, that can be be- 
owed on chem by their Miftrefles , 
and that oftentumes a worthlefſe Rib- 
| band, a Braccler of Hair, or ſome ſuch 
| Trifle char noching can make precious 
| bur Hirpreſeating ir, is highlyer va- 
| lued by the raoſprted Lover , __ 
2 the 
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the -richeſt Preſents of Nature , or of 
Fortune. How great a Bleſſing muſt it 
then be, Lindamor, to owe Joyes, that 
need no endearing Circumſtances 'to 
merit the.name of Happineſſe, to a 
Perſon ſo belov'd, that even' Heaven it 
ſelf will bring more- Felicity ro the 
amorous Soul, as-it is a Proof of his 
Love, chanas.it1is a Donative of his 
Bounty: . As paſhonare Brides do in- 
comparably more value the Wedding- 
Rings, which their glad Lovers give 
them, as Pledges, thanas Gold. *Tis 
ſaid of the: perſecuted and . diſgrac'd 
Apoſtles, that they rejoycrd io bave been 
counted worthy, to ſuffer ſhame for his 
name, But if they delervedly Rejoyced, 
to be allow'd to Suffer for hin; of how 
much Joy thall chey-have juſt cauſe, 
that are admitred to Reign with him, 
His having ſupported the. Hardſhips 
and the Toyles (for I muſt not now call 
them Evills) to which. our afflited 
Condition, of. Mortality is Expoy'd 


does {o much alleviate them, and re-: 


freſhus under them, that in this ſenſe 
alſo 1t may be truly ſaid, Thar he 
chaſtiſemens of our peace was upon him, and 


by 
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Serephich Love.. 
by bis. buriswe ave healed. Buthe that 
Reliev'd us even by his Crofſe , will 
ſure do.-more for us-by his Crown ; 
when he ſhal Admit, and even Invite, 
each faithfull ' Servant to. no lefle a 
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joy. So; rich: a Source of Happineſſe 21. | 


did Chriſt defigne , to make himſelf 
to us in all his Capacities and Condi- 
tions, that.in Heaven and in Earth, it 
Was, and:Will be , his gracious and 
conſtant 'Imployment , co Share our 
Gricts, or Imparrt to us his ne : and 
either Lefſen our Miſeries by his Suf- 
ferings ; or Encreaſe our Happincſle by 
his Felicity, x 55: 
Expe& nor, Lizdamor , that Iſhould 
Solemnly beg your Pardon, for this 


F236 


ſeeming Excurſion, till I come to think | 


ita-Digrefſion, to inſiſt on. the Bleſ- 
ſedneſſe of Chriſt in Heaven, treating 


of che Happineſſe , which thoſe that 


Love him will enfoy there. Where- 
fore , notto ſpend time in imploring a 


{needlefſc Forgivencf., I ſhall proceed 


to tell you, L1ndamoy , that in Heaven, 
we (hall.not onely ſee our Elder Bro- 


ther Chriſt, but, probably alſo all our 


L.3 kin- ' 


130 


Luk. 20. 
36, 


Luk 16. 


19,20, 


_ Condition 5 but the 


Smaphioh, Loon, 
Kindred, Priends, and Relaci 

Living here in his Fear , 
Favour. For, ſitice onr-Saviour tells 
us , that the Chrlaren of be Reſwrrefinn 
ſhall be 6&yyot, equall 20; ot like, the 
Angels z whoyet in rhe Viſions of Da 
»itl and St. Job», appeat ro be acquain+ 
ted with each other 4 Since in the Pa- 
rable of the miſerable Epicure, and 
the happy Beggar , the Facher of the 
Faichfuil is repreſented , as knowing, 
hot otely the- Ferfon, and preſent 
paſt Story of La- 
»4ywr, Since the InfiruRtor of the Gen- 
riles, confidently expects his Conver- 
red and Pious Theſſalonians, to be bes 


oa 


r Thefl.2.Cyvjp at that Gyeat Day 3 Vhien the ba- || 


wing turned many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall, | | 


Dan.1z 3-gS the Scripture foretells, confer af ' 


Star-like and Immortall heneſke. | 


Since ( which is chiefly conſiderable) 


rhe Knowledge of particular A@ions, 
end, conſequently, Perſons, feems re-( 


_ to the artaintment of that Great 
3nd of God, ih the Day of Judgment z 
the Marifeftation of his Punitive and 
Reminerartive Juſtice: Since, I fay, 
theſe Arguinents , befides divers 0- 


thers , 


Swaphith Love. 
thers, are afforded us by -the Scrip- 
cure ; we may ſafely-conclude it Pro- 
bable , that we ſhall Know each pther 
in a Place, -where, fince nothing re- 
quilite to Happineſle can be wanting , 
we may well 1uppoe , ( at leaſt, if we 
can ine Here, what we ſhall 
think There)that we ſhall not want ſo 
—_ a SatisfaQtion, as that ef being 
owingly Happy , in our Ocher- 
ſelves, our Friends, Nor is this onely 
Probable, Lindamor z; but*iis not lm- 
probable;that thoſe friends that Know 
us in Heaven, ſhall Welcome us thi- 
ther. For, ſince Chriſt aſſures us, that 
the very Angels ( though they be ſo 
far from being Relared toour Perſons, 
thac they are Forraincrs to our v 


relenting Sinner, that by Repentance 
/Begins to eurn towards God ; You will 
not think it Ablurd , thatin a Place, 
where Charity Thall not onely conti- 


nue, (as St, Paul ſpeaks) but =m per- 1 Cor.rz, 
uld rejoyce * 
&Xoſce-ns , not —_ Begin to Turn ro- 


46: Our dear Friends ſhou 


wards God, bur Come home to him. 
'Nor is it unlikely , that our tranſpor- 
L 4 red 


(51 


Nature) receive acceſſion of Joy for & Luk, rg, 1. 
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ted Souls ſhall mutually Congratulate 
each other , their having: now- fully 
eſcaped the numerous - Rocks, ' and 
Shelves, and Quickſands,, and threat- 
ning Storms , and no lefſe dangerous 
Calms , through which they are at 
length arrived at-that Peacctull Ha- 
ven, Where Innocence and Delight 
( which are here. ſo ſeldom Matcht) 
arc inſeparable Companions, both of 
each other, and cach bleſſed Reſident. 
With thoſe friends we here 'Lamen- 
red, we ſhall there Rejoyce. And twill 
be bur need, that the Diſcovery of 
each other's Vertues , ſhould bring us 
roa mutuall Knowledge of our Per- 
ſons; for otherwiſe, we thall be ſo 
Chang'd, that we ſhquld never know 
our Friends '( and ſhould ſcarce know 
our Sclves., were not an eminent En- 
creaſe of Knowledge a part of that 
happy Change ) For thoſe departed- 
Friends, whom, at our laſt Separation, 
we ſaw disfigured by all the ghaſtly 
Horrours of Death, we ſhall thenſee 
aſſiſting abour the Majeſtick Throne 
of Chriſt, with their once vile bodies 
transfigured into the likenefſe of his 
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orious body ingling their glad 
| An with the allelujab's 
of Thrones , ;Principalities, and 


| Powers, and themoſi dignifi'd Favou« 


) 
[ 


rites.of the Cceleſtiall Court, --I: need 
not tell you , ,Z4ndamor., that weſhall 


| bc more juſtlyTranſported at this Mee- 
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ting , than was good old Jacob at that 
of his ſon Joſeph., whom having lon 
mourn'd for.dead and loſt ,, he fou 
not onely alive, but a great Favourite”, 
ready to welcome him to an unknown 
Court : For, whereas the Patriarch 
ſaid to his ſon , Now let me dye, ſince 1 


Friends in Heaven will aſſure us, that 
we ſhall for ever Live with them 
there, The Re-union of Friends being 
there as priviledg'd from Divorce , as. 
that of Soul and Body, ( which ſcarce 
will be more Stri& and SarisfaQory) 
For, here indeed,, if our Friends do not 
allay out Love or Aﬀe&iqon by unwel- 
come Adgions , or their contagious 

Sufferings , we. commonly dote on 

them roa Degree, that, as ic were, Re- 

duces God to deprive us early of them, 

and Snatchoour [dols, and his Rivalls, 

from 
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bave ſeen thy face;, The ſeeing of our zo. 
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from us. But there, our, on both deg, 
compleared-Graces , will not onelyf 
Deſerve, but Allow a higher Strain g 
Friendſhip, The near mplation 
and Fruition of the infinitely tran- 
ſcendent Perfe&tions of the Creator, 
keeping all our Kindneſſe ro the Crea- 
tures , not enely Subordinate To the 
Love we owe to God, bur Grounded 
On 1tz as Excited Needles, when they 
ſtick fafteſt rocach other , owe their 
Union ro their having both been ton- 
ched by the Load-ftone; to which 
they have therefore both of them in- 
comparably ſtronger Inclinattons,than 
either to the other, 

There,probably, we ſhall ſattsfaQo- 
rily underſtand thofe Deep 8 Obſcure 
Myſteries of Religion, which the pro- 
forndeſtClarks thet love not toFlarter 
themſelves , acknowledge, they are 
unable fully ro Comprehend ; being, 
afrer all the Toyle and Induftry of therr 
anxigus Enquiries, redue'd to fit down 
with the Apoftle's & Bio,an Admira- 
tion of thar depth, whoſe Borrom they 
camoertFathom: there we ſhal _— 
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Wand thoſe obſcure ſpaſſages of ( That 
 EDivine book uncapable -of flattery ) 
Scripture, whichyfor all that Bold 
\ECriricks and Learn'd Expoſtors have 
-HAtcenipred to Illuſtrare it, dors fill 
,eontibuc obſcure. There 4 diſcern 
how exquiſitly rhe ſeverall Parrs 
Scriprure are ficted. to the feverall 
Times, Perſons, and. Occurrences, 
wherein their all-forcſeeing Aurhor 
mended moſt ro uſerhem , we ſhall 
diſcern not onely a Reconci Jeableneſſe, 
but a Friendſhip , and perfe& Harmo- 
py beewixe thoſe Texts, that here ſeem 
| moſt at Variance, and ſhal diſcovernor 

onely the Senſe of the obſcurer pafſa- 
- | pes, but the Requiſitneſſe of their ha- 
vitng been written ſo obſcurely, Thar 
fAirangeand peculiar, as well, as other- 
wiſe Crypucall Method and Style of 
Scripture , - which -often cofts us fo 
much Stugly ro find it Rationall , we 
{hall there difcover tobe Admirable, 
and worthy of irs Otmiſcietit Author. 
There, 1 hope , welſhall have clearly 
expounded vo ns thoſe Ridles of Provi- 
dence , which have, but roo often, 
Tempted ev'n good men, to oo 

Gods 
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Gods Condu@. inthe. Government offC 
the World ; whil'& the - Calamities]E 
andPerſecutions of Verrue, and Inno-J 
cence ſeem Approv'd by lim, who Ac 
cumulates Proſperities on their:Cri-* 
minall Oppoſers.”* There, we ſhall beſ* 
convinced, that all theſe Seeming Irre-P1 
gulariticy which'/the Heathen thought]* 

t to impute to the giddy Whimfies o 

a Blind femall Deity , are not onely{[* 
Conſiſtent withGods Juſtice Cod t 
neſle , but are ProduGtions of-it, And 
rhough ſuch a Beliefe do here: to Intel- 
ligent Perſons, - ſeem perhaps agreatex 
piece of Self-deniall ,. thento-refraine 
from Wine, or Gold , or -Miſtreſles 3 
yet in Heaven it will appear ay Reaſor 
nable, as here we find it Difficyle. . For, 
as Bildad ſpeaks in fob, We,are but of 
yeſterday, and know pothing , becauſe our 
dayes upon Earth, are but a Shadow... And 


nor. pexrmicting us, ro Continue long 
cnough SpeRatours here, to-ſee above 
a Scene .or two: ax moſt of, chat great 
Play,ated by Mankind upon the. Stage 
of tie World, !tts-nho wonder, we are 


apt 9 harbour (ſiniſter thoughts of che 
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Sehapbick: Lowe. 
1Contriverof a Plot, whoſe neither Be- 
ginning ' nor 'End.we are acquainted 
with: which is nolefle injurious, than 
jj: were:to-Cenſure. the lofty Tragedian 
; Seneca. or {ome other matchleſle Ar- 
ejtiſt;baving peruſed but aPiece of ſome 
| Tragedy, whereof theLatter part never 
egfarrivedar our view. Bur, whenonce 
f| Gods: whole Plor-(if I may:ſo ſpeak) 
y and'Condud in :the- Adminiſtration of 
.Jche World,ſhall come to be Difclot'd; 
| Jall choſe Revolutions and Occurrences 
. jof' Empires, States, Fanulies,and Pare 
rþicular Perſons, which men are here ſo 
> | prone to Quarrefl-with, will:there ap- 
, | pear ſo Jult,ſo Requiſite, and {o' Seaſo- 
. [nable, chat thoſe very things 3 which 
| Here tempted: us. ro Deny God), ſhall 
c| There engage anepiPraile hinyadd.we 
. | ſhall nor fo properly 'be Satisfy'd with 
| | his Providence, as Raviſh'r.. Rut cſpe-. 


cially, weſhall be Tranſported with 


| Wonder andGratirude,when God ſbal 
| vouchſafe to diſcover to his-particular 
| Servants, the Reaſons of his Diſpenſa- 
tions towards them, , and make out to 
them not onely the Neceflity and Ju- 
tice , butev'n Mercifulneſe of thoſe 
very 
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 Seraphich Love. 
ry Aflitions, chat were moſk waplſ" 
wi, to his Severity, (no Stroke from 
Gods Patcrnall Hand, either lighting? 
Sooner or falling Heavier 3 dr | 
 Longer,chanthe tceGan chmod a 
it,exadted ) and convince rhems,' chat? 
their Hopes were never Diſappointed 
_ to: Secure their Title to BÞercerf" 
than thofe they hoped for ; nory® 
then Inferiour Icereſh hs preudci puth< 
for rhe advant 1 
ones, Yes, all alas ak | 
nefſe , that here furronnded our pur 
blind Underſtandings , will v t 
the dawning of that bright, and (as 
. St, Peters expreſſion may be interpet- 
_ ted Jerernall day y whindia the Reto-|| 
lution of all choſe Difficulues;, whichſ! 
here Exerci('d (and:perhaps Diſtreſf'd)Þ? 
our Faich , ſhall a us:t0 Re-+ 
ward it.' And I nut profeſic ro you 
Lindamoe , ( as Uinfathionable as ſuch a 
Profcffion may ſeerr in a Gentleman* 
not yer two and Twenty ): that I find G 
the Rudy of thoſe excel Themes, . 
_ Word, nah rv) = Soc 7 fol : 
ifhculr, and yet ſo Pleafing Invi-I* 
ting , that = Heaven afford me & 


no 
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no greater Bleſhng than a clear Ac- 
. aa of the abſtruſe Miſteryes of Di- 
. roy and ag wr IU __ 
e having my UnderſtandingGratifi' 
1 and Enridh'd with Truths. of ſo Noble 
ſand precious a Nature, enough to 
}ICourrt Heaven ar the.rate of renounce- 
00g for it all thofe unmanly Senſuali- 
\jtics.and trifling Vantucs, for which in- 
wiconſiderate Mortalls are wont to. for- 
nſcice the Intereft,their Saviour ſo dear- 
c | boughe them in it, «73.45 
| | Nor ſhall we onely converſe with 
Paintsand Angells, but with that infi- 
gPpaccly more glorious Deity, thatmade 
them, what they are, wathour ar all 
Ulmpoveriſhing Hunfelfe, In Heaven, 
hw (hall enjoy(lurs Maker) God, and ſee 
Him as he ts, who ( as the Scripture tel- : _ 
bs lerhus,) ſhall then beallix all > Com- 2x, * 
riſing all the goods, we value in the 
a ul acl eminently and fully, as 
4 tbe Sun doth the Lightzthar Twinklech 
gjio the Starrs, | 
' if one, that was none of the leaſt of Araxege- 
o {be Philoſophers ,; ſcrupl'd. nat co tel1'®: 
, I*he man tharask'd him, Wha he was 
» [borne for, chats It was to connplys 
: the 


" et6o 


| ſo muchof our fature Happinefle will 
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the Sun; If our beſt Naturaliſts them4 © 
ſelves, though the darknefſe char i? 
here caſtupon things, and the dimneſſ{! 
of our IntelleAual Eyes, (which I re{ 
member AriFotle fitly compares tof/* 
thoſe of an Owle) permit us to dif" 
cern bur very little of rhat Wiſdom Þ 
Power, and Goodnefſe , which he hag 
expreſſed in the Creation, are yer off 
ren tranſporeed and raviſh'd with ap" 
juſt Admiration of the Perfe&ions, HF® 
has difplayed in his -Workman-ſhipF* 
If the wiſe Queen that cameſo' far-rgf< 
viſit S#lomon , was put almoit into anf* 
Extrafie,-by the _ of his, 'thoughſſ* 
Wiſe, yet Human, Ordering of things; 
Andilf the Angels themſebues ( as'St, Pe- t 
ter informs us ) - defire to look” 1nto' theſ® 
myſterious: contrivatices -of God, in orderÞ 
to Man's INS How great af 
SarisfaQion, Lindamor , may we.juſtlyf 
conceive it muſt needsbe,, ro'be ad-} 
mitted toSce ſo much ofGod,asHeavenf* 
will Diſcover to us > or perm hc 


conſiſt inthar Beatifick Viſton, (as the" 
School-men juſtly call ir ) that Sr, Joabn. 
concluded; -that we ſhall be I:ke God; _ 
oy cauſe 
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| cauſe we ſb! ſee Him as Heis, And our 
:4 Saviour himſelf paraphraſes ourCcele- 
rIſtiall felicicy by this blefled Viſion , 
.1wherehe ſays,Bleſſed are the pare in heart, MArr.s. 8. | 
olfor th ey ſhell ſee God: As on the other (ide 1 
rJche Vriter co the Hebrews imployes the | | 


IÞbcing deny'd the fight of that Divine 
,JObjet, asa Deſcription of extreme '} 
retchedneſſe;in that Text, where ha- (1h 
ing exhorced thoſe to whom he wrices | 
$0 follow peace and bolineſſe ; he adds, Heb. 12. | 
Js the formidableſt Menace which he '#: | 
ould make uſeof ro Deterr them from - 
nileighting hisExhortation,wechout which | 
0 man [ball ſee the Lord. And by this 
Wiſfion our Saviour ſeems to Sferibe | 
be happineſle even of Angels 3 where, 
-yorbidding-che Scandalizing of any of 
hoſe lictle ones that-beleeve in him, he 
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betr Angells do alwates ſee the facewur, 18, 
F bes Father in Heaven. We (halls. | 
Fe ſo. taken up with the Contem- - 
lation and Fruicion of that Glorious 
)bjeR,(in. whole Infinity all goods are ' 
Picluded and Dilated)thar Ages num- 
rlefle as the Joyes Thar Bearifi.k 
-Fifion abounds with , will ſcarce at- 
M ford 
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ford us leafure for a Divetfion to dtly 
other Pleaſures , thai thoſe it ſelf ere« 
ares; which are fo Nutnerous , andſo 
Entire,that we ſhall there Deſire no- 
ching, that we Have not , except more 
Tongues to {ing more Praifes to him, 
or at leaſt a Capacity to pay him grea- 
ter Thankss, for what we Have; Andi 
even thoſe Deſires , Gods gracious Ac-: 
ceptation wil make,in beingConceiv'dy; 
Accompliſhed : for,otherwiſe Heaven | 
Reſidents ſcarce know any othel 
Want , then that of Need to With £ 
The Complear  Blefſedneſſe © of thei] 
Condition; reducing them to 4 happylf 
Uſeleſnefle of Wifhes, by affordingfit 
them a full Prz-poſſeſſion of all thgſn 
Objeas of Deſire. There Time , likgfi 
Fire, having deftiroy'd What evel 
it could prey on , ſhall at lat Dye ihe 
ſelf, and ſhall Goe Out into Eternity 
Whoſe Nature is ſuch , that thoup 
our . Joyes , after ſome Centatyes os: 
Years , may ſeem to have been grow 
E1det , by having been enjoyed fo th 
ny Ages, yet wi they really Rl oN 
tintie New , not onely upon the fcotofe( 
of their Welcomenefle and Fteſhr M 0 
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but by their rually Equall ( be. 
e Infinite Diftancefroma Period. 
Agre,onr felicity ſhall alwaies be the 
Same, yet ever New. Wearineflc ar- 
guing Imperfe&ion , either in the Ob- 
Ka, or the Appetite z the Former of 
4 which is Impoſſible in God, and the 
if Latter ſhall Ceaſe in Heavenz Where 
| our Felicity ſhall be ſo Great, that Va- 
riety (ir ſelf) ſhall not be needed as a 
rt of it. And if Heaven do admir 
" Variety, it may be ſuppoſed ſuch a 
Yone,as ſhall conſiſt in a Further Know- 
uy ledge of the Firſt Obje& ( God ), nor a 
wtorſaking of it; and ſuch as ariſes from 
Athe fixt Beholding of the changing- 
necks of Doves, or ſuch as we may ſee 
Fin the diverſifi'd Refragions of the 
Flame ſparkling Diamond. In God, 
here is ſuch a various Identity , chat 
the Fruition of Him both Sarisfies and 
ZFCreates Deſires: though That,withour 
oParierys and This, without Diſquiet, 
Other Delights , like the | uſuall 
loarhs we wear, qetiy grow Stale, 
d are ſoon Worn outzwhereas Cce- 


Fcltiall Pleaſures participate the Pre- 
Fogarive of the Jews Garments in'the P**t 29.5 
M 2. Wil- 
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Wilderneſſe , of not Impairing by be- 
ing uſed Long, But as the amotou 
Needle, once joyn'd unto the Load 
ſtone, would never, uncompell'd, fo 
ſake the inchanting Minerall z bur, af 
ter ages, Cling no lefle cloſely to it that 
at the firſt moment .of their UnionJ' 
So do the Saints in Heaven , with the 
ſame undiminiſht Freſhnefſe , ever 
poſſſſe their Joyes ; as if each mc 
ment were the Firſt that they poſleſiſs 
them in, And iftheir Happinefle df! 
not improve by laſtinger Enjoyment 
*tis perhaps but becauſe ir was art firlf 
uncapable of Increaſe. Or, it our PleaJ; 
ſures do admit Acceſſion , they ſhal 
receive it from our Aſſurance, thal : 
we ſhall taſte them Ever 5 and perpe{}; 
tually repear ( or rather continue ) thq 
ſame renewed Fruitions to'an EterF' 
nity, endcar'd by nothing more , thay 
by the quier leiſure it wiNK afford us ( 
undiſtraftedly to employ it, in Celef 
brating of the Author's Praiſes ; and iff 
a Condition, happier in that by it w* 
grow paſt Doing, than paſt SufferingÞ 
Ill. In Heaven, (in a word) our inciff, 

hauſted Joyes will be ſo numberlefle > 
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kd and ſo immenſe, that we ſhall need ( as 
4.1 well as have) Eternity ir ſelf to caſte 

them fully, 

ff PBur,Lendamer, it was not my Deſign 
ard give you a particular Topographie 
- Jof this-Coeleſtiall Canaan; bur onely in 
Ja few words to ler you ſee, that 't:s, 
eds Land flowing with Milk and Hony, 


| 


C 


(given you bur dark Deſcriprions (and 
4 Jlomerimes , rather Poericail than Cho- 
+ {*ographicall ) of what: the Apoſtle 
ab*ght. Yer ſince, to whet our Longings 
jor Fruitive (or Experimentall)Know- 
abedg it is reſerv'd among the Preroga- 
ives of being in Heaven, to know how 
+J$Happy we ſhall be, when There: And 
- fine2 what the Scripture hath reveal'd 
at Paradiſe, {eemes' meant rather co 
«IQuicken our Obedience, then Satisfie 
e4our Curiolity ; I may for thoſe pur- 
:Spoſes, have perhaps tolerably per- 
Sorm'd chat raſke ( of Heavenly topos 
Fpraphic ) by the acknowledgments 
Þf my Diſability ro do it worthily, I 
-{hall now onely adde this Property of 
pur expected Blifſe, thar-the vaſt Mul- 

M 3 tirude 


JAnd though I acknowledge, I have - 


Wiyles, the Inberttance of the Saints tn -:cmoneng 
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Serephick Love. 
titude of Partners does detraQ} no- 
thing from each private Share, nox 
does the Pub lickneſſe of it lefſen Pro- 
priety in it. This Ocean of Felicity 
being ſo Shoarlefſe and ſo Botrogaleſs 
chat all rhe Saints and Angels cannot] 
exhauſt it, it being as impoſlible for 
any Aggregate of Finites to camp 
hend or exhauſt one Infinite, as 'uis 
for the greatelk number of Mat 
martick "_ to amount to, or Cot 
Kirvre, a Body. Our neighbour-reg] 
ons ri. all +4 the bencfat of lip X 
as well as we; yet we enjoy not Leſlc 
than if they enjoy'd None, Indeed, 
there 1s this difference between the 
Sun of Righteouſneſſe, and that 0 
Heaven 3that, whereas the later by hu 
preſence Eclipſes all rhe Planets (hi 
Attendants ); the former , thougt 
radiant with a much mightier Splen 
dour, will by his Preſence Impart i 
ro his Saints: -according to that of th 


Cell. 3. 4. Spoſtle 3 when Chriſt who is our Life 


jhall appear, then ſhall we alſo appear wit 
bim #8 Glory. So that the ElcR, i 
rclation to this Sun, ſhall not be lik 
Starres, which his ſhining obſcur 


an 


Serephick Love, — 

a ED SPITE þ but like po- 

oz liſhe Sulyer, or well glaz'd Armes, or 
thoſe vaſter Balls of burniſbt Braſle, 


4 the topps of Churches are ſometimes 
- I adorn'd with, which ſhine not till 


$ Wen 1 3 . . | 
I} they Þbeſbin'd upon, anc! Jerive their 1 
ny Relat Brizherieſſe and all. the f 
| fre, that environs and jlluftrates | 
.:4 them from their being expol'd (un- 
reen'd)to the Sun's retulgent beams. 
1 am my heloved's, and my . beloved js Cant. 6 3, 
| mene, layes every Saint ( with the 
>] Spouſe in the Cantrcles) ro hir Redeem- 
» | mer. David ayes of them that put 
their truſt in God, That be ſhall a- 
J bhundantly ſatigje them mith the fat- P1:1.36.2. 
e of. Pic houſe, and make them drink 
of the Sy of his pleaſures: As if he 
meant to in{inuate, that, as when a 
multitude of perſons drink of the 
{ame River, none of them is able to 
nan it, and yer each of them may 
have the full liberty of drinking as 
much as he can, or as much as he 
could though none but himlſclfe 
ſhould.be Allow'd to drinke of it : ſo 
-whoſgever enjoyes God, enjoycs him | 
wholly, orat leaſt doth enjoy him ſo 
_ en- | 


. 
' 
, 
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Seraphick Love. 
entirely, in Relation to that man's cge 
pacity that the Fruition of whatſo. 
ever reſts unenjoy'd of God, is for- 
bidden by the Immenfity of the Ob- 
je& , and not the Przpoſſcſſion of his 
Rivalls. The Angels, though of a 
Nature Differing from our's, and 
thereby plac'd above the perſonal 
Experience of our ſufferings , and 
infirmitics, doe yet fo ' ſympathize 
withus, that ( as our Saviour infortns 
us )they rejoyce ar the repentance of 
a {inner. 

And though, rhe members of the 
Church Militant, and thoſe of the 
Triumphant, live as farre aſunder , 
as Heaven is from Earth, and are 
not more Diſtant as to place, than 
Differing as to Conditions yet St. 
Paul ca, all the Saints to be but 


Eph.3.15- one Family in Heaven and Earth, Tf 


then the diſparity of Reſidences, of 
Qualities, and of Conditions, cannot 
Now hinder the Lovers of God, 
from being ſo concern'd' in one &- 
nother z how much of endearing Kind 
n«fle may we ſuppole, that they will 
E:terchange , When both their Love 


x ſhall 


"i — —_——— A —. 
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. Seraplnek Love, 1 
ſhall be perfeed, ' and all thoſe- 
other+ Graces , that are proper | 
ro cheriſh and encrealſc it :-'For , 

the ſame Apoſtle, who, to affiſt 

us to conceive the ſtrianefſe of 

the Union both | betwixe Chriſt 

and his Saints, and the Saints a- 
mong themſelves, tells us, thar 
| He # the Head, and they are bi 1 Cor. 12; ( 
| Body, and Members, in particular 3 } 
reaches us to make this inference 

| That, {tro exprefſe his Do&rine 
iin his own words ) If ove Mem= 

ber ſuffer all the Members ſuffer v.27, 28. 
with it ;, and if one Member be hon» 

our'd, all the Members rejoyce with | 
it. Yes, Lindamor, in that bleſt ! 
Condition , our wills being per- 
fealy contorm'd unto our Makers, 

no Saint nor Angel can enjoy his 

Love without poſleſſing a propor- 

rionate Degree of ours, And then, 

ſince perte& Friendſhip appro- 
priates to each Friend the Crol- 

les and Profperities of rhe other 
(as good Barzalla: could not ' __ XY 
highlter oblig'd by David , _ 37. 

ER - 3, y 
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by the | j 
each {overall Beatitude in. Hea» 
' ven, (hall ( in {ome ſort concern 
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"whole Socicty, and ) be Ours. 
As the Earth receives Addition 
of -Light by the Sun's Beames 


beſiow'd upon the Starrs , 
and from the Moon refle- 
- (Qing wpon Her, And becauſe 


pur 


anall Capacitics are too 
too - parrow:; , to contain &ll 
that Joy , we are Coy the 

e Arihmetick of Friend- 


thip ) multiplyed into as ma- 


ny Happy Perlons, as there 
are Saints and Angells bleſt 
in Heaven, Our perte& Uni- 
on - ro Our Common Head , 
and mutuall Communion with 
each other , applying and bring- 


ing home every Felicity of 


theirs ro .us, This Friendly 
and recipracall Sympathy , rea- 
ching us each Glorified Saint's 
Blefledneſſe, and Him ours , by 


.. a. bleſt, Circulation , whic 
: makes us encreale , by our 


reſ{ent- 


> %F you waa HHP 
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Serephick Love. 
reſenting them , thoſe Joyes 


( of others/') whoſe Encreaſe 
we rclent. But my. ts 


are ingaped in fv YR. 


pany, Lzndamor , that they 
me from conſidering . rat Mrs 


the Hours paſſe | and have al- 
moſt made me forget , that the 
Time which my Occaſions * al- 
low me for Scribling to you, 
is ſo far ſpent , thar not now at 
laſt to Reprieve you from the 
Perſecutions of my blunt Pen , 
were to be almoſt as Injurious 
to my own Aﬀeairs , as to your 
Patience, Hereafter yer, I may 
PR make you ſome amends 
or this, with Riper Diſcour- 
ſes of the Nature and Duties, 
or ( it you will ) the Properties 
and Returns of this Love , to 
which I have hicherro preſen- 
ted you ſome Motives. To 
(the laſt of ) which, I might add; 
That, our Love xo -the Creature 
js an Earneſt , but co God 'tis 

a 
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Serapbick Love. 
a Title; the One makes Us the 
Obje&'s , but the Other makes 
the Obje& Ours : Thar, ſince there 
is in Love fo ſtrong a Magick , 
gs to Transform the Lover 1n- 
to the Objet Lov'd; We ought 
to be extreamly carefull of tho 
Dedication of a Paſſien , which, 
as it is placd , muſt cither 
Dignifie our Nature , or De- 
grade it, And- not to Addrefſe 
to any Lower ( or, which is all 
one, to any Other ) Obje& , the 
arm Intenſity of a Love, 
which cannot Stoop withour 
onr Degradation, And theſe I 
might Exſpatiate on , and Re. 
cruit them . with many other 
Motives , additionall ro thoſe 
alrcady inſiſted on ; but thar I 
may more properly reſerve them 
to the Treatiſe of the Proper- 
tics of that Love, whoſe Na- 
ture ſo partakes That of its Ob- 
je, that there can hardly be 
produc'd more powerfull Ma» 
| LLVES$ 


Serapbick Love. 
tives to it than. the Conditiotis 
of it, Since then(as I freſhly 
intimated ) I cannot but feare 
that your tir'd Patience, as well 
as my urgent Occaſions ( though 
theſe will recall me to morrow 
Morning to tny own VVeſt- 
erne Hermitage ) doth art pre» 
ſent . fummon me to leave you : 
and fince I cannot do ſo in a hap- 
pier place, than Heaven, I ſhall 
ſuſpend my - Farewells , onel 
to begge you to believe, that F4 
Noble a- Motive of Exalting- 
Friendſhip, as'the Ambition of 
rendring mine a fit Return for 
yours , hath ſo Improv'd'' my 
Kindneſle that my AﬀeRion with» 
out wronging its own Greatneſle, 
could not Exprefle ir ſelf by any 
Lefſe Attempt, then this of gain- 
ing you the Greateſt and the moſt 
Deſireable of all Goods, by eleva- 
ting ( that Noble Harbinger of 
your Soul, ) your Love to Hea- 
ven: Whoſe Joyes alone are _ 
Infe- 
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$74 C » / q oy Love. LEY 
Inferiour | to'/ thoſe which the: 
Being - made ' In ntall. to 
procure them you, would really 
Create 1n, | 


"ST 

Your moft Faithfull ; 
moſt felon, and 
moſs Humble Servant, 


Rozzkr Borus.! 


From Leeſe this 6* 
of Ang, I 648, 


